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August 19, 2025 
Unofficial Minutes  
 
A regular meeting of the Board of City Commissioners was held on August 19, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m. in the City Meeting Room.  Present were Commissioners Jim Tooke, Lisa Hedstrom, 
Bernell Hedstrom, Mike Schmit and President Dustin Clausen.  Also present Tim 
Smallbeck, Valarie Smallbeck, Sue Killian, Kristine Ell, Don Weible, Lyle Aune, Josh 
Schuman, and Lowell Malard. 
 
Motion made by L. Hedstrom and seconded by Schmit to approve the minutes of the 
August 5, 2026 meeting as presented.  All present voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Motion made by L. Hedstrom and seconded by Schmit to approve the minutes of the 
August 6, 2026 special meeting as presented.  All present voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Motion made by Schmit seconded by B. Hedstrom to approve the agenda as presented.  
All present voted aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board discussed the current condition of the City equipment.  The Sanding Truck and 
Street Sweeper are both in need of major repairs.  The City will begin looking for 
replacement equipment.  The board also discussed options for paying for the replacement 
equipment.  They City has an Equipment Replacement Fund with approximately $24,000 
and approximately $90,000 in the Sales and Use Tax Fund designated for capital 
improvements and equipment. 
 
The Board discussed the pros and cons of purchasing a snow gate. Lowell Malard with 
Butler was present to answer questions. 
 
Some of the concerns discussed included the effectiveness of the snow gate after 
approximately four inches of snowfall. The Board also discussed that, because snow would 
not be pushed as far onto the boulevards, the streets could become narrower throughout 
the winter. With the snow gate, the snow berm left in driveways would be minimal 
compared to plowing without a snow gate. 
 
Motion made by Tooke and seconded by Schmit to purchase a snow gate for $38,500. 
Ayes: Tooke, B. Hedstrom, and Schmit. Nay: L. Hedstrom. Motion carried.  The Sales and 
Use Tax Board approved the funds for the snow gate on August 10, 2026. 
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Josh Schuman with Core and Main was present to discuss the Sensus Support package.  
The City currently does not have Senus Support. If the City opts into the support prior to 
January 1, 2027 Core and Main will cover the $10,000 set up fee.  The annual cost of the 
support package will be $4,000.00.  Motion made by Schmit and seconded by Tooke to 
purchase the support package and pay the annual fee from the Water Fund.  All present 
voted aye, motion carried. 
 
Motion made by B. Hedstrom and seconded by Schmit to implement a bulk water rate 
with the first 200,000 gallons at the standard residual rate and $10.00 per thousand gallons 
after 200,000 gallons starting with the September 2026 billing period.  All present voted 
aye, motion carried. 
 
General Discussion was held about the 2027 Budget.  The insulation in the Memorial Hall is 
foam and shows no signs of molding from the water damage so the funds can be 
reallocated to different projects in 2027.  The Board also discussed replacing the electronic 
sign, that needs $2,000 part that was replaced in 2023, 2024 and failed again at the end of 
2025.  The City Auditor, Pattie Solberg, stated she has already been in contact with Mann 
Sign about the cost of replacement with no electronic parts. 
 
Josh Basaraba was billed for the replacement of his water meter. The meter had been 
buried under approximately one foot of dirt, and Basaraba initially refused to dig out the 
meter. Commissioner Schmit was able to locate the meter and discovered that it was 
leaking. The City paid for a plumber to replace the leaking meter. 
 
After speaking with Commissioner B. Hedstrom, Basaraba believed he was eligible to have 
$200 of the bill paid by the City.  The City only covered up to $200.00 on plumbing bills for 
pipes soldered directly to the meter during the water meter replacement project. Motion 
made by L. Hedstrom and seconded by Tooke that the City does not pay $200 toward the 
bill sent to Basaraba. All present voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
Motion made by Schmit and seconded by B. Hedstrom to pay the Water and Sewer Bond 
Series A in the amount of $55,983.34 and the Water and Sewer Bond Series B in the 
amount of $77,425.00.  All present voted aye, motion carried. 
 
The City is considering switching health insurance plans. The current plan is an 80/20 plan 
with a $7,500 deductible. Missouri Valley Insurance will be asked to attend the September 
2, 2026, meeting to discuss health insurance options 
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A copy of the proposed Zoning Ordinance updates was presented to the board for review. 
 
Motion made by Schmit and seconded by B. Hedstrom, to pay bills as presented.  All 
present voted aye, motion carried. 
 
With no other items for discussion, Pres. Clausen declared the meeting adjourned at 8:54 
p.m. 
-99502 Union Bank 20.00  
-99501 BCBS of ND 1,097.73  
-89376 Lisa Jenkins 949.97  
-89375 Dennis Dockter 1,656.76  
-89374 Cameron Smith 907.05  
-89373 Pattie Solberg 2,050.00  
-89372 NDPERS 5.72  
-89371 NDPERS 135.00  
22620 Montana Dakota Utilities 94.75  
22621 ND One Call 12.00  
22622 Advanced Business Methods 119.40  
22623 ND Dept of Health 27.00  

22624 Nordak North Publications 295.16  
22625 Circle Sanitation 9,764.75  
22626 Bek Telephone 127.65  
22627 Acme Tools 3.98  
22628 McLean County Auditor 225.00  
22629 Farmers Union Elevator 75.45  
22630 Landyn Miller 668.85  
22631 Tessa Miller 2,523.06  
22632 NABCO 56.82  
22633 SCRWD 27,934.89  
22634 Farmers Union Oil 1,189.48  
22635 Ottertail Power 2,386.06 

 
 
Pattie Solberg, City Auditor     Dustin Clausen, President 


