TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN /- TUESDAY, August 6th, 2024 – 6:00 PM
West Brookfield Town Hall Conf. Room, 2 East Main Street, West Brookfield.
MINUTES
PRESENT: Mr. Sickenberger, Chair; Mr. von Bleicken, Vice Chair; Ms. Gobeille, Exec. Asst. to the TA/BOS; Mr. San Angelo, Town Administrator; Ms. Czub, Planning Board; Dave Brown, Planning Board; Tim Morrell, Planning Board; Chief Lapierre; Lori Loughlin, Advisory Committee; Mark LW boat club; Reed Savary, LW Preservation Association; Mary Beth Czaja, LW Preservation Association; Chief Hagglund and son; Officer Culver
ABSENT: Mr. Merkel, BOS clerk.

Meeting opened at 6:03pm.

Minutes of July 9th, July 15th and July 23rd 2024 for approval.
Motion to approve and sign the Minutes of July 9th, July 15th and July 23rd, 2024 by Mr. von Bleicken. Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.


DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: One Day Pour Permit for Oakholm Brewing, Inc. for beer tasting at the Senior Center’s Tasting Event for Seniors on August 19th from 12-3pm.  
Motion to approve a One Day Pour Permit for Oakholm Brewing for beer tasting at the Senior Center’s Tasting Event for Seniors on August 19th, 2024 from 12pm – 3pm by Mr. von Bleicken. Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes. 
DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: Additional One Day Pour Permits for Tasting event for Seniors.
Motion to approve a One Day Pour Permit for Central Package Store for wine tasting at the Senior Center’s Tasting Event for Seniors on August 19th, 2024 from 12pm – 3pm by Mr. von Bleicken. Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes. 

DISCUSSION – Vote Expected:  Transferring $5000 from the account set up for Town Meeting Clickers back to the ARPA Funds account due to Purchase of clickers with North Brookfield falling through.  
Motion to transfer $5000 from the Town Meeting Clickers account back to the ARPA Funds account by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.
David Brown/Capital Improvement Committee suggested that if the Town Clerk wished to CIPC and Town Clerk can discuss using free cash to pay for the clickers and put on the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting.


DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: Lake Wickaboag Special Use Permit for Aquanauts Ski show on August 31st, 2024 from 11am. MaryBeth Czaja/Lake Wickaboag Preservation Association in attendance.
Motion to allow the Aquanauts Ski show to take place at Lake Wickaboag on August 31st, 2024 from 11am by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.

Ms. Czaja explained the format of the event. It will take place from 11am - 12pm. LWPA is co-hosting this event with the Lake Wickaboag Boat Club.  Set up is Friday night.  There will also be a boat viewing area, which will be designated on the lake, along with a spectator viewing area set back. The Aquanauts group has a liability insurance certificate, which they will provide.

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: Creation of Donation Acct. for Fire Dept., to purchase a defibrillator.
Motion to approve creation of a donation account for the Fire Department to purchase a defibrillator by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.
Chief Lapierre added that the donation received for $3436 was from Bay State Wing Hospital and they will be able to purchase 2 defibrillators with the donation.


DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Short Term Rental Bylaw discussion prior to Joint BOS/Planning Board meeting on September 10th at Senior Center.  Tim Morrell and Dave Brown in attendance.

Mr. San Angelo explained that the Short-Term Rental Bylaw would be placed on the STM this fall.  Mr. David Brown explained the bylaw is intended for properties rented as a short-term rental and listed on sites like Vrbo and Airbnb.  They will be regulated by the State as we have no authority as a Town.  Properties used as short-term rentals should be also registered by the Town.  There will be a joint BOS/Planning Board meeting to inform the Town of the Bylaw on Sept. 10th at 6pm at the Senior Center. Town Depts. are invited to this meeting.  Mr. Sickenberger would like the meeting to be publicized on the Electronic board.   

DISCUSSION – Administrative Consent Water Dept.
Mr. San Angelo explained that this is re: the Leland Rd.  The DEP is requesting that the Town address a concern re: minerals in the water.  This project would require a grant as the cost could be significant.  DEP is currently requesting that we complete this project but are not mandating it yet.  DEP may do a consent order, but they will help us to complete it.  This in turn will help with getting grants to help pay for this water minerals project.  Mr. San Angelo will bring the consent order to the Select Board. 


DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Vote Expected: MOU Comfort Dog, Town of West Brookfield
Motion to approve the MOU Comfort Dog for the Town of West Brookfield as written by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: 4.45 Comfort Dog Teams Policy
Motion to approve the Comfort Dog Teams policy above for the West Brookfield Police Association as written and presented by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: Use of ARPA funds to Invoice #WRP-19-1032 in the amount of $4824.26 to Ware River Power, Inc. for the Dam Repair Project.
Motion to use $4824.26 of ARPA funds to pay the Invoice WRP-19-1032 for Dam Repair Project to Ware River Power, Inc. by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Vote Expected: Hiring of Collins Center for Town Administrative search using $11,000 of ARPA Funds.
Motion to approve the hiring of Collins Center for Town Administrator search using $11,000 of ARPA Funds by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Sickenberger – 2 yes.

TA BUSINESS/COMMENTS
TA Search: Mr. San Angelo explained that he received 2 proposals for a TA search.  1 from Municipal Resources, Inc. and 1 from Collins Center.  He felt both companies have tremendous experience completing searches for high-level towns and towns of our size.  Collins Center’s quote was lower than MRI.  Mr. San Angelo had worked with both MRI and Collins Center previously and felt that Collins Center would be a better fit to work with in finding a new TA.  He would recommend the Collins Center coming to a BOS meeting soon to discuss the TA search. 

Architectural Insights: 
Business has completed a lead paint test on the exterior of the Town Hall to see which parts of the exterior wood has lead paint in it.  Looking to get a “scope of services” from Architectural Insights.  Would like to put out RFPs for painting the building out to bid in the fall.  

OTHER BUSINESS - 
Website updates: Additional page put up for Electrical/Gas and Plumbing.  
Grievance issues for Union Contracts: Will be put on next BOS meeting’s agenda and be an Executive Session.  2 union contracts (Fire /AFSCME) almost done. After BOS vote, they will be put on the Town Meeting Warrant. Will keep all legal fees being handled by the BOS as Union negotiations have been costly.  

Next Regular Meeting Date:  August 20th, 2024 – 6 PM 

Motion to close meeting – 7:46pm by Mr. von Bleicken.  Seconded by Mr. Merkel.




	
___________________________________                             ____________________________________

Authorized Party for the BOS      Date/Time			Town Clerk			       Date/Time
								
						
                                

	BOARD OF SELECTMEN AGENDA- OPEN SESSION
	AUGUST 6, 2024



