
TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN - TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2024 – 6:00 PM
Present – Roland Sickenberger, Eric von Bleicken, Absent – Brad Merkel
OTHER ATTENDEES: Police Chief Nathan Hagglund, National Grid Reps Robert Williams and        
Mike Connelly

CALL MEETING TO ORDER IN OPEN SESSION:

1. Minutes of March 5, 2024, for approval – Vote Expected
Motion to approve and sign the Minutes of March 5, 2024.

Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: None

Motion caries: Unanimous

2. Appointments – Conservation Commission, Cemetery Commission – Vote Expected – See Attachment A
Motion to appoint Wayne Claybourne to the Conservation Commission and Dave Swekla, Marc Astrella and Ross Ranks to the Cemetery Commission

Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: Appointments made without prejudice.

Motion caries: Unanimous

3. 6:15 PM – Pole Hearing - National Grid/Verizon New England – Possible Vote
Motion to install one JO Pole and to relocate 1 pole on Coy Hill Road beginning at a point approximately 12.5 feet north of the centerline of the intersection of Coy Hill Road and Beeman Road and continuing approximately 369 feet in a northeast direction.
Open Pole Hearing at 6:15
Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: Present for National Grid, Robert Williams. Described the planned project as a “reconductoring” and working on primary lines at the above indicated intersection. Clarified on the plans.

Motion caries: Unanimous

Close Public Hearing at 6:19

4. 6:20 PM – Pole Hearing – National Grid – Possible Vote
Motion to install 13 SO poles beginning at a point approximately 12.5 feet west of the centerline of the intersection of Coy Hill Road and West Main Street and continuing approximately 1,615 feet in a southeast direction.

Open Pole Hearing at 6:20
Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: Mike Connelly arrived to join Mr. Williams for this Hearing. He provided further clarification on precisely where and what poles would be moved and or added on Coy Hill.
Note: There were no abutters present.

Motion caries: Unanimous

Close Public Hearing at 6:24


5. Select Board Member Brad Merkel - Discussion on the Use of ARPA funds

Discussion: Tabled as Mr. Merkel was unable to attend. 

6. Chief Nathan Hagglund - CMLEC – Mutual Aid Agreement – Vote Expected
Motion to approve and sign the Mutual Aid Agreement as presented by Chief Hagglund

Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: Chief Hagglund described this as an “update” to the original agreement.  The Central Mass Law Enforcement Council (CEMLAC) would provide important recon services for 
Motion caries: 


7. Special Use Permit Request – Vote Expected
Motion to approve the Special Use Permit Request by 413 Bass for May 4, 2024, and October 6, 2024, as presented

Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: Roland checked calendar to see if there were any conflicts and it was determined that the date was available. 

Motion caries: Unanimous


8. Proposition 2 ½ Override – General Discussion

Discussion: Mr. von Bleicken noted that he was working, as a resident and not in the capacity of a BOS member, on helping to coordinate a group to write cards and flyers in support of the Override. 
Another Override presentation for the residents of West Brookfield Ron SanAngelo had suggested that one of the other members present at a potential 3rd town meeting. It was determined that Mr. Sickenberger would be best to do so. He accepted. We will need to set the date but will wait for all members to weigh in on the date. 

9. Treasury Warrants – Vote Expected
Motion to approve and sign the Treasury Warrants as presented.

Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Discussion: None. Accepted without prejudice.

Motion caries: Unanimous

10. Other Business: Mr. von Bleicken noted that the recent “Above and Beyond” recipient would need to be presented with a Certificate. The template would need to be determined in Rebecca Acerra’s absence. Mr. Sickenberger reminded that there was a suggestion of obtaining a Plaque to include a list of the award recipients and noted that it should be revisited. Mr. von Bleicken concurred. Mr. von Bleicken suggested that we acknowledge Ms. Frew at the next scheduled Board meeting.  

11. Comments & Concerns: Nathan Hagglund noted that he will be soon Certified as an “Assessor.” He will be able, upon completion, to check for Department “compliance” in other communities. He will also be able to check Guidelines and Audits as well. Mr. Sickenberger asked about his ability to be able to Assess for his own Department. Mr. Hagglund noted that the West Brookfield PD was presently in “Self-Assessment.”

12. Next Regular Meeting Date:  April 2, 2024 – 6 PM 

13. Motion to enter into Executive Session in accordance with M.G.L. c.30A, §21 (4) – “To discuss the deployment of or strategy regarding security personnel or devices, e.g., a sting operation” (Police Chief) . No action expected upon return.

       Roll Call vote: Roland Sickenberger Yes, Eric von Bleicken Yes. 
Motion caries: Unanimous

14. Motion to Adjourn General meeting: 6:38

Motion Made by Eric von Bleicken

2nd By Roland Sickenberger

Motion caries: Unanimous


_____________________________				____________________________  
Authorized Party for the BOS					Town Clerk
								____________________________ 
								Date                                   

	BOARD OF SELECTMEN AGENDA-  OPEN SESSION
	MARCH 19, 2024



