


Attendance 
	Roland Sickenberger
	Selectmen
	x

	Eric Von Bleicken
	Selectmen
	x

	Brad Merkel
	Selectmen
	x

	Ron San Angelo
	Town Administrator
	X

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN - TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2024 – 6:00 PM
CALL MEETING TO ORDER IN OPEN SESSION at 6:00 PM.

1. Minutes of February 20, 2024, for approval – Vote Expected
Motion to approve and sign the Minutes of February 20, 2024, as written.
Motion made by Selectmen ___Eric Von Bleicken ____________
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Brad Merkel

Discussion No Selectmen Merkel Abstains  

Motion carries: 2-0-1

2. National Grid Outreach Team – Presentation/Discussion
Discussion on the proposed project on the E5/F6 transmission line that runs through and includes structures located within West Brookfield.
 Presentation by Joseph Caroll

The presentation was provided to the Selectboard with no issues. National Grid states they will have dedicated contact information for town residents on where work will be done and when work will be started and/or completed. The public requested a copy of this presentation from the DPW director. 


3. Dave Brown – LWPA – Discussion on dock placement and rights of way.
The public and members of the Lake Association are concerned about pre-existing temporary docks on the right of way. Several policies and bylaws from other towns were shown that have been implemented to rectify the problem. The consensus from the Selectboard was they need to do more research on the right of way/ how to focus on grandfathering certain properties in and how their titles are documented in the record. Moving forward, the town would also need a Harbormaster, which is an extremely long and vetted process. Selectboard agreed to move forward with a bylaw with more information expected in the future.

The issue with the Lake Association Dam was also brought up. All flashboards have been withdrawn since they were broken due to record-high winter rain. As of now, the town administrator stated we don’t have funds budgeted for this, and the use of ARPA funds did not seem to pique interest, so it would need to be further discussed. The Lake Association stated the extreme urgency and need to get this repaired and suggested using excess Association funds. The town administrator stated that it should not be a problem as long as they provide three quotes to bid. 

4. PureSky – Decommission Agreement for Cronin Road Solar Project – Vote Expected

Motion made by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Brad Merkel

Discussion No discussion approved as written and agreed upon with town counsel. 
Motion to approve and sign the Decommissioning Agreement presented by PureSky for the Cronin Road Solar Project as approved by Town Counsel.


Motion carries: 3-0

5. Special Use Permit Request – Vote Expected

Motion to approve the Special Use Permit Request by Gofishdan, LLC for May 12, 2024, as presented.

Motion made by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Brad Merkel
Selectmen Sickenberger opposes this vote. 

Motion carries: 2-1 

6. Proposition 2 ½ Override – Discussion (And Reminder of Public Informational Meeting on March 6th beginning at 6:30 at the West Brookfield Elementary School).



 Discussion 
The Selectboard was worried about attendance and requested that the town sign board start addressing meetings. The Town Administrator stated he has put this in the paper and on the Town Website and believes it has been well advertised. There was no further discussion. 



7. Stacie Pried Amusement request:
This group pushed to a further meeting where they could come in and show the town what they wanted to do on the common. The select board requests that the Common committee present as well. 

8. Above & Beyond – Discussion – Possible Vote

Discussion 
None 

Motion to recognize  Betty Frew as recipient off Above and Beyond.

Motion made by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Brad Merkel

 Motion carries: 3-0


9. Request from “Papas” – 8 East Main Street – Request for BYOB – Possible Vote.

Motion to allow Papas to have the ability to allow for BYOB as allowed by the State of Massachusetts

[bookmark: _Hlk160538173]Motion made by Selectmen Brad Merkel
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Discussion
None. It was mentioned that businesses are struggling as is. We need to help as best we can to increase productivity in town. 

Motion carries: 3-0


10. Treasury Warrants – Vote Expected

Motion to approve and sign the Treasury Warrants as presented.

Motion made by Selectmen Brad Merkel
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Discussion
Approved.

Motion carries: 3-0

11. Other Business
None
12. Comments & Concerns
    None
13. Next Regular Meeting Date:  March 19, 2024 – 6 PM 

14. Chief Hagglund – Discussion on Policy & Procedures – Vote Expected

Motion to approve the Policy & Procedures as presented and outlined in Attachment A
Motion made by Selectmen Brad Merkel
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Discussion

Approved as written.

Motion carries: 3-0

15. Motion to enter into Executive Session in accordance with M.G.L. c.30A, §21 (4) – “To discuss the deployment of or strategy regarding security personnel or devices, e.g., a sting operation” (Police Chief)  and in accordance with M.G.L. c.30A, §21 (2) – “to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with non-union personnel (Town Administrator). The Board may vote once out of Executive Session.

Roll Call vote required.
	Enter Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. with a roll call vote of 3-0.
	End Executive Session at 8:54 p.m. with a roll call vote of 3-0. 



Potential Motions because of Executive Session


1. Motion
a. Add one week of vacation time to the Town Administrator to adjust for the time he was hired until July 1, 2023. This time must be used prior to July 1, 2024. 

Motion made by Selectmen Brad Merkel
Motion 2nd by Selectmen Eric Von Bleicken
Motion carries: 3-0
2. Discussion
The police department has been discussing storage and concerns about building usage extensively. Discussions were held on potential plans to resolve these issues without a decision at this point. Further discussions will be held at a later time. 


16. Adjourn
End public meeting at 8:57 p.m. 



_____________________________				____________________________  
Authorized Party for the BOS					Town Clerk
								____________________________ 
								Date                                   Time
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