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Thursday, September 3, 2026  |  6:00 PM 
 

Donald Kern called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Present at the village hall was Laine 
Belter, Brenda Forrest, Donald Kern, Jessica Plourde, Kim Putz, Brent Stanley, and Dan 
Vanasse. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Robert Bambach, 2180 59th St, Town of Somerset, cited his concerns about data centers and 
their potential impacts on human health, wildlife, and the environment. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion by Forrest, second by Plourde to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2026 regular 
meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Site Plan Review Application, parcel #181-1001-45-1700 located at 395 Reed Street. 
Applicant: Tim Butterfield, Butterfield Drilling and Irrigation  
Motion by Vanasse, second by Plourde to approve the Site Plan Review Application, parcel 
#181-1001-45-1700 located at 395 Reed Street. Applicant: Tim Butterfield, Butterfield 
Drilling and Irrigation, contingent on final engineering review of storm water, sewer, and 
drain. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Data Centers in the Village of Somerset 
The Commission discussed the Village’s current 12-month moratorium on data centers and 
noted that St. Croix County has also enacted a moratorium and is conducting studies 
regarding data center development. The Village will continue to monitor the County’s work 
and coordinate with other agencies as information and recommendations become 
available. 
 
The Commission discussed the potential need for future ordinance amendments addressing 
data centers. Topics identified for consideration included facility size and acreage, power 
and water usage, noise and decibel limits, impacts on wells and Village utilities, fire 
protection capabilities, self-sufficiency requirements, taxes or fees, and decommissioning 
bonds to protect taxpayers from future removal costs. The Commission also discussed 
potential spacing or density restrictions to prevent multiple data centers from being 
developed in close proximity. 
 
The Commission expressed interest in beginning the ordinance review process within the 
next several months so that potential regulations can be considered before the Village’s 
moratorium expires.  
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Part-time Zoning Administrator Update  
The Planning Commission discussed options for addressing zoning administration and 
enforcement responsibilities. Discussion included the possibility of contracting with an 
outside individual for an initial one- to two-year period to address existing zoning compliance 
issues, establish an enforcement process, and provide continuity while determining 
whether the duties could eventually be handled internally. Potential candidates could 
include a retired law enforcement officer, building inspector, or someone familiar with 
municipal ordinances. 
 
The proposed role would include reviewing Conditional Use Permits, investigating and 
triaging complaints, conducting property inspections, identifying zoning violations, reporting 
findings to the Village, and escalating enforcement matters to the appropriate department, 
attorney, or Police Department when necessary. The position could eventually become more 
proactive in identifying compliance issues rather than responding only to complaints. 
 
The Commission also discussed notifying businesses with Conditional Use Permits that a 
zoning enforcement process was being established and that properties would be reviewed 
for compliance. 
 
The discussion concluded with agreement to develop a job description and proposed duties 
for review at the next Planning Commission meeting. A proposed $10,000–$15,000 budget 
line item will be included for consideration, with the final amount and structure to be 
determined by the Board/Finance Committee. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Plourde, second by Belter to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting 
adjourned at 6:40 pm. 

 

Jessica Lehman, Village Clerk/Deputy Treasurer 
(Minutes are not official until approved at next meeting) 
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ANALYSIS 
 
Wisconsin State Statute 236.10 
According to Wisconsin State Statute 236.10, a city or village may review, approve, or reject 
subdivision plats located within its extraterritorial area if it has adopted a subdivision ordinance 
or an official map.  

Extraterritorial subdivision authority is not the same as zoning authority. The extraterritorial plat 
approval authority does not include the authority to require public improvements such as streets 
or sanitary sewers in plats located outside city or village limits. Only the Town Board may 
require improvements in plats within a town. A city or village may not deny approval of a CSM or 
plat based on the proposed land use unless the denial is based on an adopted extraterritorial 
zoning ordinance. 

Consistency With the Comprehensive Plan. 
The Future Land Use Plan in the 2043 Village Comprehensive Plan designates the property as 
Rural Lands (RL). The RL designation emphasizes long-term agricultural use and discourages 
premature development. At the same time, the designation recognizes limited rural residential 
development on private well and septic systems as a typical use. Staff therefore finds that the 
proposal is generally compatible with the overall intent and rural development pattern of the RL 
designation. 

Note that the Comprehensive Plan may guide future utility and street planning that would affect 
extraterritorial land divisions, but the Future Land Use designation alone is not a basis to deny 
the CSM based on residential use. 

Lot Dimension Standards 
Section 14-1-73 (a) states that lot dimensions within the Village’s extraterritorial jurisdictional 
limits shall conform to the area and dimension requirements within the St. Croix County Zoning 
Code. Under St. Croix zoning, the property is zoned R-2. All proposed lots meet the R-2 
minimum of 1.5 acres.  

Section 14-1-73(a) also requires unsewered building sites to contain sufficient area for an onsite 
sewage disposal system and establishes a minimum width of 150 feet and minimum area of 
40,000 square feet for lots on soils suitable for onsite sewage disposal. The proposed lots 
satisfy this requirement. 

Access and Frontage 
Section 14-1-73 (i) requires access to a public street for a distance of at least 50 feet, and (f) 
requires a minimum 50 foot of platted frontage on a public street to allow access by emergency 
and service motor vehicles. Each of the proposed residential lots directly fronts the existing 
72nd Street right-of-way. The CSM shows substantial frontage for Lots 6, 7, and 8, well in 
excess of the 50-foot minimum. Lot 9 also retains access to the existing public road network. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed Germain Certified Survey Map, subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. The applicant shall obtain all applicable St. Croix County and Town of Somerset 
approvals required for the land division and future development of the property, including 
for any improvements within or affecting the 72nd Street right-of-way. 

2. The applicant shall address any remaining technical comments from the Village 
Engineer and other reviewing agencies prior to recording the CSM. 

3. The approved CSM shall be recorded with the St. Croix County Register of Deeds, and 
the recording information shall be provided to the Village following recording. 





