


Regular Meeting of the Village of Somerset Board of Trustees
Village Hall, 110 Spring Street Somerset, WI  54025 | Tuesday, July 21, 2026

President Donald Kern called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Present at the Village Hall were, Chris Dubak, Caleb Garn, Donald Kern, Brandon Krohn, Jessica Plourde, Janna Stewart, and David Wolner. Also in attendance at the village hall was Bob Gunther, Director of Public Works; Paul Mahler-Bakke Norman, Village Attorney; and Chuck Schwartz-MSA, Village Engineer.

Public Comment
Larry Mondor, 754 190th Ave., Town of Somerset, requested consideration of a driveway connection from his property to Foxtail Avenue in the Pine Vale development.

Caleb Garn, representing the Somerset Champions, presented the Village with a $1,000 donation from Pea Soup Days. The Somerset Champions requested that the funds be used for building improvements at Village Park.

Approval of Agenda
Motion by Plourde, second by Garn to approve the agenda and motion carried.

Consent Agenda
Motion by Garn, second by Plourde to approve the Consent Agenda including the following:
· Minutes of the Regular Board meeting on 06/16/2026
· Reschedule August Public Safety meeting due to the Partisan Primary.
· Update from MSA
· Pay App #6 from MSA for TID #5 Lift Station
· Pay App #3 from MSA for Multi-Use Trail
· Fire/Rescue Report
· Library Report
Motion carried unanimously.

New Business
ETZ Application/Plat from Riverdale Properties LLC / Four Seasons Land Surveying
Motion by Kern, second by Dubak to approve the ETZ Application from Riverdale Properties as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Village, Water, and Sewer Bills
Motion by Krohn, second by Garn to approve the Village, Water, and Sewer Bills, as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Purchase of Barricades and Signage for Future Parades
Motion by Dubak, second by Garn to table the purchase of barricades and signage for further discussion at Public Works and Public Safety. Motion carried unanimously. Dubak reported that the Public Safety Committee discussed the previous parade route and is evaluating the number of barricades needed compared to the Village's current inventory. The Committee is also exploring available grant opportunities to help fund additional barricades.

Resolution 2026-05 Imposing a Moratorium on the Receipt of Applications for or Issuance of Zoning and Other Permits for the Siting or Placement of Data Centers in the Village of Somerset
Motion by Kern, second by Dubak to approve Resolution 2026-05 Imposing a Moratorium on the Receipt of Applications for or Issuance of Zoning and Other Permits for the Siting or Placement of Data Centers in the Village of Somerset. Motion carried on a roll call vote of 7-0 (Dubak-aye, Garn-aye, Krohn-aye, Plourde-aye, Stewart-aye, Wolner-aye, Kern-aye).

Fire Department Strategic Plan, Fire Station RFP
The Board discussed the status of planning for a future public safety facility and the need for a GIS site selection study. Members noted that the request for pricing (RFP) for the project is currently being coordinated through the Joint Fire Rescue Commission and that additional discussion is expected at the upcoming joint meeting with the Town. 

Discussion focused on whether the Village should proceed with combined police and fire public safety campus or move forward independently with a police facility if the Town declines to participate. Several members expressed support for a joint facility, citing shared training, locker rooms, maintenance areas, equipment, and operational efficiencies, while others raised concerns about project delays, costs, and the uncertainty of coordinating with the Town. 

The Board discussed the purpose of a GIS study, noting that it would identify the optimal location for a future facility based on response times and service needs. Members also stated that a GIS study would likely be necessary to support future grant applications and funding opportunities. Estimated costs, funding sources, and project timelines remain unknown until pricing is obtained. 

Board members agreed that additional discussion with the Town should occur at the upcoming joint meeting to determine whether the project will proceed jointly or independently. Members also discussed ensuring any potential action items are properly noticed on the joint meeting agenda.

Motion by Wolner, second by Garn to request pricing for a GIS study. Motion carried unanimously.

The request for pricing will be coordinated by the Police Chief and Fire Chief, with project details—including whether the study includes the Town and whether it addresses police, fire, or both—to be determined after additional information is received.

Crosswalk/Sidewalk at Entrance of Joe Casey Park
The Board discussed concerns regarding pedestrian safety at the Joe Casey Park trail crossing on Aspen Drive following resident comments and a community petition. Engineering staff presented several conceptual options to improve safety, including relocating the trail connection, installing a marked crosswalk with ADA-compliant landing pads, signage, and a pedestrian-activated beacon. The feasibility of incorporating these improvements into the existing TAP grant through a change order will be explored.

Board members discussed the advantages and challenges of each option, including traffic visibility, trail alignment, the lack of sidewalks on one side of Aspen Drive, pedestrian behavior, neighborhood concerns, and project funding. Members agreed additional evaluation is needed before selecting a preferred alternative.

The Board directed the Village Engineer and Public Works Director to further evaluate the available alternatives, determine potential funding opportunities, and develop a recommendation. The recommendation will be presented to the Public Works Committee for review before returning to the Village Board for consideration.

Motion by Garn, second by Dubak to refer the matter to the Public Works Committee with recommendations from the Village Engineer and Public Works Director for a proposed resolution. Motion carried unanimously.

Traffic Safety Signage on Main Street
The Board discussed a resident's request for traffic safety signage on Main Street related to a special needs child. The Village Attorney advised that municipalities are not legally required to install such signs, but may consider requests on a case-by-case basis. Board members discussed balancing individual requests with the need for a consistent policy, concerns about sign proliferation, the effectiveness of permanent signage, and the potential for "sign blindness."

The discussion also focused on speeding along Main Street. Members reviewed ongoing enforcement efforts by the Police Department and considered additional measures to improve traffic safety, including increased enforcement, digital speed feedback signs, additional speed limit signage, and public education. Several members expressed that addressing speeding would provide broader safety benefits for all pedestrians and residents.

Motion by Kern, seconded by Krohn to approve the purchase of ten traffic safety signs stating that Village streets are 25 mph and are strictly enforced. Motion passed 6-1 (Wolner-nay).

The signs will be installed at the discretion of Public Works, in coordination with Public Safety, as needed throughout the Village.

The Board then considered a separate motion to install two high-visibility special needs child warning signs on Main Street near the resident's property. Discussion included the wording, placement, duration of the signs, and the expectation that the signs would be removed if the resident relocated.
Motion by Wolner, seconded by Dubak to approve the installation of a special need children signage on Main Street, until the child reaches the age of 18 or when they move from the area.

Amended motion by Wolner, seconded by Dubak to approve the installation of two (2) high visibility special need children signs on Main Street, until the child/family moves. Motion passed on a roll call vote of 5-2 (Dubak-aye, Garn-aye, Krohn-nay, Plourde-nay, Stewart-aye, Wolner-aye, Kern-aye).

Unfinished Business
Developer’s Agreement Amendment – Winesap Prairie
Motion by Krohn, second by Garn to approve the original language and to add JP Brooks.

Amended motion by Krohn, second by Garn to add “JP Brooks” at the end of the last sentence, and to have legal counsel address the language that has been struck out. Motion passed 6-0-1 (Wolner abstained).

Convene to Closed Session
Motion by Kern, second by Krohn to convene to closed session as per Wis Stat 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session - Capstone Homes, Economic Development Updates, and Dog Park Proposal at 785 Spring St.

Motion passed on a roll call vote of 7-0 (Kern-aye, Dubak-aye, Garn-aye, Krohn-aye, Plourde-aye, Stewart-aye, Wolner-aye) and the board convened into closed session at 7:55 p.m.

Reconvene to Open Session
Motion by Krohn, second by Garn to reconvene into open session. Motion passed unanimously and the board reconvened into open session at 8:50 p.m.

No action was taken.

Adjourn
Motion by Krohn, second by Plourde to adjourn and motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m.



Jessica Lehman, Village Clerk/Deputy Treasurer
(Minutes are not official until approved at next meeting)
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