


Village of Hawkins Meeting Minutes
April 6, 2026
5:30 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order by Pres. Doug VanDoorn at 5:30 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Pledge of Allegiance led by Village President Doug Vandoorn.

ROLL CALL
Roll Call: Quorum Present 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Patricia Johnson, Kyle Austad, Lisa Kuznar and Amanda Bratlie.
Others present: John Burkman, Mark Case, and Drew Lindh from MSA. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the March 2, 2026 meeting were read by Clerk, Alicia Valentine. Bratlie motioned to approve the March minutes as read, second by Johnson. Motion carried.

Public Comment (5 minute time limit)
None

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE MOTION

MSA-Selecting a Geotechnical Consultant
Soil borings will need to be completed for the lift station replacement project. Three firms were presented by Drew Lindh to do the borings. Motion by Bratlie, to contract with Professional Service Industries, Inc (PSI) to complete soil borings, second by Austad. Motion carried. 

Elect President Pro Tem
Motion by Kuznar to elect Kyle Austad to serve as President Pro Tem to preside over meetings in the absence of President Doug Vandoorn, second by Bratlie. Motion carried. 

Tiny Homes
Board discussed tiny homes within the Village. Should they be allowed in the Village, minimum/maximum size, cement/gravel pad, maximum number of tiny homes in the Village, water/sewer connections. Item is tabled for further research. 

Short Term Rentals
Board discussed short-term rentals within the Village. Allowable in the Village? noise control, and guidelines for guest behavior and property use. Item tabled for further research. 

Burning Ordinance
Complaints received regarding residents burning leaves, grass, brush, pine needles, plant clippings, stumps, garden debris, and trees during the day. The smell of burning these items can be unpleasant and bothersome to other residents. If you are concerned about your neighbors' burning activity, you may want to speak with them to ensure they are aware of your concerns. Yard waste can be disposed of for free at the garbage/recycling area every Monday from Noon –5:00 PM. Motion by Pres. VanDoorn to amend Fire Protection Ordinance, Sec. 5-2-9 Open Burning, to specify that yard waste can only be burned during the hours of 6:00 PM – Midnight, during ideal weather conditions, second by Bratlie. Motion carried. 
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Approval of Spring Hunting Requests
No requests received.

WRA Application – Mill Pond
Bratlie presented information regarding a WRA Grant. Many updates/repairs are needed at the Mill Pond such as signage, add a grill by fire pit, paint garbage can, redo WRA sign, add picnic tables closer to walking trail, plant trees/fruit bushes, add gravel, and clean-up and recreate the butterfly garden. Kuznar motioned to move forward with the application, second by Austad. Motion carried. Bratlie will complete the application and present at the April WRA meeting. 

Public Works Report
Public Works Director, John Burkman reported the following work is complete or in progress since the last meeting. Compressor in fire hall tested several times but he cannot get it to trip the breaker, water leaks addressed, and water pumps fixed/set-up. Working on: South Ave street repair by manhole, ring broke when plowing, cleaning up plowing mess, patch potholes, sweep streets, grade gravel areas, test effluent, compressor and lift station maintenance, cut-out and fix valve box on Amherst, samples for PFO’s and PFOA’s. Several water meters froze, broke, and needed replacement in the trailer park. Residents must be prepared for winter to prevent freeze-ups. Valentine will contact the park owner.  

Clerk/Treasurer Report
Environmental Day is April 22nd. Need people to oversee the projects. Rain date is April 28th. WI Arts Board meeting regarding how to make Micro communites stronger through art activities/groups. Rusk County Community Foundation donated $500 each for the Hawkins Ambulance, Library, Fire Dept, and Lions Club. Rusk County Comprehensive Plan Community survey is open through April 17, 2026. Community recycling meeting will be held at the Library April 14th at 6:00 pm. Jill Baker asked to pass on that the celebration of life for Brian Uhren held at the Community Center was very well done by the Fire Department. 

Board Comments
Amanda Bratlie questioned who owns the ball field. Valentine will look into it. 

Set Next Agenda
Monday, May 4, 2026 @ 5:30 p.m.
Hunting Permits, Tiny Homes, Short term leases, MSA Lift Station Project, Public Works Report, Clerks Report, Approve Bills. 
Closed Session
Tabled until May 2026

Approve Bills
Board members reviewed time sheets and bills for the month of March/April. Bills and Payroll approved: General Fund $20,304.98, W&S $61,366.53, Motion by VanDoorn, second by Johnson to approve bills. Motion carried.  

Adjourn
Motion by VanDoorn, second by Austad to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Alicia Valentine, Clerk 



