
Minutes.RegPC,12-11-23 

Town of Trenton 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Town of Trenton Plan Commission held on Monday, 

December 11, 2023, at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall, 1071 State Highway 33 East.  

Present: Bob Roden, Ray Werhand, Tony Thoma [Present Via Teleconference] Joan Baumgartner, 
Dennis Kay, Scott Schweizer. Other Town officials present Chairman Mike Lipscomb, Town 

Administrator Cindy Komro, Clerk Heather Krueger. Other officials present Supervisor Barb Davies 

and Supervisor Ed Doerr.  

Members of the public: 34 

Call to order: Chairman Lipscomb called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

Pledge of Allegiance: Lipscomb invited those in attendance to stand and join in reciting the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

Affidavit of Posting: Lipscomb confirmed that the meeting notice was properly posted.   

Determination of Quorum: Per Lipscomb, quorum is satisfied. 

Review and Accept Agenda: Thoma moved, and Kay seconded to approve the agenda as 

presented. Motion carried. 6-0. 

Approve Minutes of the November 13, 2023, Plan Commission meeting: Kay moved, and Thoma 

seconded to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2023 Plan Commission meeting. Motion 

carried 6-0. 

Department of Natural Resources: Representative Victoria Ziegler, Agricultural Runoff Management 

Specialist gave a PowerPoint presentation on DNR CAFO Regulations and Permitting.  She 

addressed questions from the Plan Commission and the Town Board.  

Public Comments: 

Tim Mueller, 2163 Paradise Dr. Representing the Friends of Trenton UA. Tim read the attached 

public comment and submitted 750 signatures gathered for the Protest Petition of the Rezoning of 

the Rob-N-Cin Farms. 

Emily Kearns, 5859 HWY Y: Wanted to talk about all the signatures that were gathered for this 

petition; It was a lot of work going door to door and it was very time-consuming. It is important to 

know that the people of this community do not want the impact of the farm to get larger than what it 

already is. Since she moved here six years ago, the farm has doubled in size and if it doubled again, 

it would have so much impact on our community including our water, our environment, roads, smell, 

and noise – it affects everyone in our community. This is a protest petition; our attorney was 

supposed to attend tonight but he had a conflict. A Protest Position changes a lot and how this board 

will vote.  

John Jansen 5939 Wausaukee Rd. Here to talk about a separate issue, it is related but separate from 

the rezone. You may start getting comments from people on why the State is sampling their wells. 

While working for a different community in WA Co., he came across special casing zoning related to 
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the Falk farm which was brought up earlier. In 2011 a child got sick, and people were complaining 

the wells were tainted, the DNR sampled them, and five wells had bacteria and pathogens from 

manure spreading. They were able to identify the farm responsible and that farm had a nutrient 

management plan, certified by the DATCP (Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 

Protection), similar to the CAFO plan.  He spoke with the DNR and received records.  The wells need 

to be constructed especially because of contamination. He went on the DNR website and looked at 

the available groundwater data from sampled wells, one mile in each direction. He found 20 wells 

that had nitrate samples, 70% of them had impacts. Six of them were over the drinking water 

standard, some as high as 30 parts per million which is very bad, and other contaminants are there. 

Jansen spoke with Lipscomb about this issue and then took it to the State Department of Health 

Services and they are looking into it. He suspects they will be out sampling wells and people will be 

very concerned. Jansen has maps and data but will not be making those public because of privacy 

concerns for the individuals but he is willing to share with the Town Board and Plan Commission. 

They will not be a public record until the DNR is done investigating. He presented a map with the 

United States Geological Survey that shows groundwater susceptibility of Washington County which 

shows areas in Trenton are highly susceptible to groundwater contamination, based on the 

permeability of the soils and the depth of the water table.  This is an area that is vulnerable to 

contamination as the special casing area indicates. Another thing Jansen has done is he took the 

CAFO spreading sites and put them on Google Earth to see what areas of the town already have 

spreading.  With only two CAFOs not within Trenton are already spreading 900 acres and there are a 

lot more farms spreading in the area so it may be much more.  There are also a lot of wells in this 

area that may be at risk. Drinking water with high nitrate, which has bacteria in it is very serious and 

is a public health concern so don’t be blowing this off. This is important and this is going on in the 

township. He will keep updating the map to show what areas spreading is occurring, and it will be 

shared on the Friends of Trenton website.  

Barb Eckert, 994 Knollwood Opposed to the CAFO rezone for the reasons others have mentioned, 

which are very important but won’t reiterate.  Grew up on a dairy farm in Iowa and was very involved 

in her community of farming. Was recently in Central Iowa and saw large farms along the way, and 

realized that is where CAFOs belong, in large open areas without neighbors and the risk to the water 

supply could be minimal. The Town of Trenton is not big AG, it is rural, small AG.  Opposing the 

CAFO does not make you antifarming, there is a place for CAFOs, it is just not here in the Town of 

Trenton.  Opposing the CAFOs does make you in favor of preserving the existing character and 

charm of our community for all our residents. The 750 residents who signed the petition agree.  

Joy Schroeder, 6725 Trenton Rd. Object to the industrialization of animals. Keeping animals in a 

building with lights on 24 hours a day. The AC that is used to help increase the production of milk 

also contributes to global warming. You may find a legal way to approve this CAFO coming to our 

town, but it is still not right. With the help of humans, humanity, animals, and the health of the 

environment, say no to rezoning for a bigger CAFO.  She believes they are a CAFO already. Why 

should we trust that our groundwater won’t be affected? There wouldn’t be so many regulations that 

Victoria and the DNR have to follow if there had not been disasters somewhere else.  There are 

alternative ways to farm which are better for animals, soil, air, and watershed. 

Marie Dominguez, 6109 Tuscola Lane Served 30 years in the US Army and chose this area of WI to 

retire in, is opposed to the rezoning for many reasons that have already been addressed.  Would 

specifically like to address property values and would hate to see her property decrease in value. 

She is also a physician and the fact that kids are going through puberty much earlier than they were 

a generation ago, one theory is because of the hormones that are placed particularity in dairy cattle.  

Grew up on a dairy farm and this is a real concern. Cow urine is where we get hormones from. 
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Premarin comes from mare urine, the hormones in cow urine that are being spread on our land and 

going into our groundwater raise a real concern.  

Eugenio Dominguez, 6109 Tuscola Lane Oppose CAFO and rezoning for CAFO for this area 

because we are a densely populated rural area. This rezoning will likely benefit one or two property 

owners and adversely affect hundreds.  

Lipscomb thanks the residents for coming and expressing their feelings, the best asset in this town is 

the people. Thank you for the effort and work you have put into this. 

Resolution Z2023.12.01, Amending the Town of Trenton Zoning Code regarding permitted uses in R-

1, R-2, and R-3 Zoning Districts with respect to attached garages.  A public hearing was held before 

this meeting, and there were no comments from the public. Werhand moved to send Resolution 

Z2023.12.01 to the Town Board for approval, seconded by Baumgartner. Motion carried 6-0. 

Resolution Z2023.12.02, Approving an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan for the Town of 

Trenton with an accompanying amendment to the Town of Trenton Zoning Map: Patrick and Dean 

Groth, Maple Road. A public hearing was held before this meeting, and there were no comments 

from the public.  Baumgartner moved to send Resolution Z2023.12.02 to the town board for 

approval, seconded by Werhand. Motion carried 6-0.  

 

Recommendation to Town Board re: approval of Certified Survey Map, Patrick and Dean Groth, 5440 

Maple Road. Town Engineer Burt Naumann submitted his recommendations for approval.  Item 1, 

The location of soil borings does not apply as is an existing septic, and no new septic will be added.  

Baumgartner moved to approve the Certified Survey Map for Patrick and Dean Groth with the 

engineer recommendations, seconded by Thoma.  Motion passed 6-0.  

 

Zoning ordinance amendment regarding ground solar accessory structures Per Komro is wondering 

if this is something the plan commission would like to discuss as this has come up on different 

occasions.  Ground solar is different from a shed with a different look and height and where they 

need to be placed for the sun. Some residents would like to have solar panels and the only place 

available would be in the front yard and that is not an option at this time.  The Plan Commission 

would need to discuss this in-depth and make exceptions on a case-by-case basis.  Further 

discussion in the future. 

 

Zoning ordinance amendment regarding metal accessory structures in residential zoning districts. 

Per Komro, currently, metal buildings are not allowed unless you are CES zoning. They can be very 

nice, and we may want to allow them in other zoning.  Architectural approval may be an option to 

allow with specifications. Komro will work on this for a future change to the zoning.  

 

Reports:  

Washington County Rep. Thoma: The County voted to put up $3 million for lead laterals for the City 

of West Bend., The County put up a bond for 6.2 million for WA Co. Fairgrounds to assist with the Wi-

Fi.   A $3.2 Million bond was taken out to assist Kewaskum Industrial Park.  There will be a closed 

session meeting this week regarding Samaritan.  

Komro:  Working to have the board approve a new fee schedule for zoning to help recover some of 

the actual costs involved.  Does the Plan Commission want to meet in January. Komro will review 

action items that may be on a January agenda and be in touch with PC members. 
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Lipscomb: If there is work to do then the Plan Commission should meet, we don’t want to be 

accused of anything. Meeting virtually is an option and there is only one meeting a month so 

everyone should be able to accommodate even if they are out of town.  

Review of Correspondence: All correspondence to Lipscomb has been sent to Komro, nothing to 

share.  

Adjourn: Kay moved, Werhand seconded to adjourn the December Plan Commission meeting at 8:40 

p.m. 

   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Heather Krueger, Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Subject to Approval: These Minutes will be considered for approval by the Plan Commission at its 

January 8, 2024 meeting. 
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