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Town of Savoy 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Annual Town Meeting Warrant 

Wednesday, June 24, 2026 

7:00 pm at the Fire House 17 Center Rd. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Berkshire, SS 

To either of the Constables of the Town of Savoy in said County, Greetings: 

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of 
the Town of Savoy qualified to vote in town affairs to meet at the Savoy Fire House in said 
Savoy on Wednesday the 24th of June 2026, at 7:00pm and then and there to act on the following 
articles: 

Meeting opened at 7:06pm, with 55 registered voters in attendance. 

 

Article 1: Elected Salaries: 

To see if the Town will vote to set and raise and appropriate the sum of $26,250.00 for the annual 
salaries of elected officials as displayed in the supplemental budget document who receive 
compensation from the Town as provided in M.G.L. c. 40, section 108, to be effective from July 
1, 2026, as follows or take any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

No change from prior year. 

Motion: Mrs. Markland 
Second: Mrs. Boody 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 2: General Government 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $258,305.00 for the operation of the General 
Government, including Selectmen's expenses, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Assessor, Town Clerk, 
and other related expenses as displayed in the supplemental budget document or take any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Reductions in Assessor expenses and communications; increases in IT 
services and utilities. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mr. Krutiak 
Discussion: COA is fully funded by a grant this year, so $0 expenses for it. 
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Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 3: Highway Department 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $477,400.00 for the maintenance and 
operation of the Highway Department, including road maintenance, equipment repairs, and 
personnel costs as displayed in the supplemental budget document or take any vote or votes in 
relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Decrease in training and part-time help; modest increase in hourly pay. 

Motion: Mr. Kunzmann 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 4: Snow and Ice 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $136,000.00 for the continued operational 
expenses of the fiscal year 2027 Winter season or take any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

Reason for changes: Increase of $16,000 to reduce reliance on stabilization transfers. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mr. LaBonte 
Discussion: Is $16,000 enough? Looked at previous years and took a 6 year average. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 5: Schools -Savoy School/Hoosac Valley 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $845,854.00 for educational expenses, 
including Savoy School Budget, Hoosac Valley School Budget and School Transportation as 
displayed in the supplemental school budget documents or take any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

Reason for changes: Savoy School budget decreased; transportation costs increased. 

Motion: Mr. Pease 
Second: Mr. Belisle 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
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Article 6: Schools – C.H. McCann Technical 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $281,680.00 for educational expenses, as 
deemed necessary for all charges and expenses of C.H. McCann Technical School or take any 
vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Increase in students from 13 to 15. 

Motion: Mr. LaBonte 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Majority rules, motion carries. 

 

Article 7: Schools – Smith Vocational 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $22,559.00 for educational expenses, as 
deemed necessary for all charges and expenses of Smith Vocational tuition or take any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Small increase of $59. 

Motion: Mrs. Krutiak 
Second: Mr. Lambert 
Discussion: 2 more years for current student enrolled. If McCann doesn’t offer program, 
can choose Taconic or Smith Vocational. Same distance to both schools. Looking for 
possibility to join other towns for transportation. Transportation not covered by state 
because we are not part of a regional school system. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 8: Schools – Alternative Transportation 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $34,000.00 for educational expenses, as 
deemed necessary for all charges and expenses of Alternative Transportation (Smith Vocational) 
or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Increase of $1,240. 

Motion: Mrs. Krutiak 
Second: Mr. Lambert 
Discussion: Dufour does the transportation. 
Opposed: Majority rules, motion carries 
 
Article 9: Health & Sanitation 
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $65,496.00 for landfill operation, animal 
control, and health services as displayed in the supplemental budget document or take any vote 
or votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Minor adjustments; reduction in sanitation facility costs. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mrs. Boody 
Discussion: All employees got a 2% raise this year. Animal control is contracted from 
Adams. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 10: Protection of Persons & Property 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $51,010.00 for public safety, including 
police, fire, and inspection services as displayed in the supplemental budget document or take 
any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: Removal of Berkshire County Communications expense; reduction in 
building inspector expenses. 

Motion: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Second: Mr. Krutiak 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 11: Unclassified Expenses 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $421,026.00 for general expenses including 
insurance, county retirement, reserve funds, and miscellaneous town services as displayed in the 
supplemental budget document or take any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

Reason for changes: Increase in county retirement and school health insurance; decrease in 
municipal health insurance and reserve fund. 

Motion: Mr. LaBonte 
Second: Mr. Pease 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 12: Veteran’s Services 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $22,000.00 for Veterans' Services or take 
any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Amount same as prior year. 
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Motion: Mrs. Markland 
Second: Mr. Pease 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 13: Town Audit 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $9,000.00 for Town Audit or take any vote 
or votes in relation thereto.  

Reason for changes: No change; part of three-year audit cycle. 

Motion: Mrs. Boody 
Second: Mr. Lambert 
Discussion: Under audit right now for last year, 2025. Audit done every three years and 
cost spread over that time. First time audit done since 2014. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 14: Cyclical DOR Assessor Review 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $3,000.00 for Cyclical DOR Assessor 
review or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

 Reason for changes: Regular five-year cycle funding. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mrs. Luczynski 
Discussion: Money goes to assessor assistant to get certified for assessors to certify 
property values. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 15: Capital Improvements 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $52,000.00 for primarily a new roof on the 
Town office building and other items as general maintenance for town buildings indicated on the 
as funds allow or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.   

Reason: This will be added to the Building Maintenance account specifically for roof 
replacement on the town office and if funds remain toward next items on the capital 
improvement list. 

Motion: Mr. Kunzmann 
Second: Mrs. Bushika 
Discussion: Improvements on town pavilion is in their maintenance for parks, not on this 
building maintenance list. Will go out to bid. Last year estimate was $49,000. All town 
buildings/equipment are on capital improvement list. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
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Article 16: Capital Improvement Stabilization Fund 

The Town hereby establishes a Capital Improvement Stabilization Fund pursuant to M.G.L. 
Chapter 40 Section 5B. The purpose of this fund is to accumulate and reserve financial resources 
for future capital improvement projects, including but not limited to buildings, infrastructure, 
equipment and related debt service. Creation of this fund requires a 2/3’s vote of town meeting. 
The fund shall be administered in accordance with the Town’s adopted financial policies and 
Capital Improvement Plan or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Motion: Mrs. Markland 
Second: Mr. LaBonte 
Discussion: Financial policies will be put on the website. Policy will explain how money 
in fund can be used. Example: 50% has to remain in free cash fund for the next year. 
Gives guidance to select board for spending and saving. Finance committee made 
recommendations to select board for more fiscal responsibility. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 17: Capital Improvement Stabilization Fund Reclass 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from General Stabilization the sum of $100,000.00  to the 
Capital Stabilization fund or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.  This requires a 2/3rd vote. 

Reason: This keeps the General Stabilization fund in compliance with financial reserves policy 
adopted by the select board on May 13,2026, while giving a good start to the Capital 
Stabilization fund toward meeting its goal (Target 5-7% Current Yr General Fund Budget – this 
starts us at 4%). 

Motion: Mrs. Markland 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: $257,000 will be left in Stabilization fund. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 18:  Anonymized Voting System  

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard and Town Clerk to obtain an 
anonymized voting system for future Town meeting votes.  

Motion: Mr. Krutiak 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: Cost approximately $9980. Explanation of system. Major cost to buy, yearly 
service after. Can be shared with other towns. Minimum of 200 to buy for the system. 
Looking into sharing with other towns. People with feel more comfortable voting against 
an article if its anonymized. Won’t add too much time.  
Opposed: Majority not met, motion denied 
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Article 19: Free Cash Appropriations 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from Free Cash the sum of $68,842.00  
for the following purposes: 

             $9,980.00 Anonymized Voting System 

  $58,861.78 Snow and Ice Short Fall from Fiscal year ending 2026. 

 or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

Reason: This follows the Financial Reserves Policy adopted by the Select board on 5/13/2026, 
leaving close to 50% of the certified free cash balance on the books toward next year.  

Motion to amend: Mr. Pease 
Second: Mr. Lambert 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Unanimous and motion carries 
Article now reads:  
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from Free Cash the sum of $58,861.00  
for the following purposes: 

  $58,861.78 Snow and Ice Short Fall from Fiscal year ending 2026. 

 or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

 
Motion: Mr. Boody 
Second: Mrs. Krutiak 
Discussion: None 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 20: Grant Applications - General 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to apply for state or federal grants, and 
to expend any monies received, as outlined in the appropriate grant application(s) or take any 
other action thereto or take any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

Motion: Mrs. Glynn 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: This must be voted on every year to apply for grants. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 21: Grant Applications – MassDOT Chapter 90 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to apply for and accept State Grants 
from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation Highway Division pursuant to G.L. Ch. 
90, and to expend those funds for the purpose of state-approved Chapter 90 projects, services and 
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purchases, or any other enabling authority, or take any other action thereto or take any vote or 
votes in relation thereto. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mrs. Bushika 
Discussion: Different people to write the grants. No grants pending. Blackbrook project is 
in the state hands. 2028 projection. State has taken over the Rte 116 bridge project and is 
in the design phase. Old Main 4 grant to replace culvert. Often have to put up money  
first to apply for grant. Applied for Bog Brook bridge, but was denied in the first round. 
Can apply for the second round. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 22:  Treasurer – Compensating Balance Agreements 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to enter into compensating balance 
agreements during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, as permitted by M.G.L. c. 44, section 
53F, or take any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mr. Pease 
Discussion: Allows the treasurer to establish an account if bank requires it for short term 
borrowing. This has been done before. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 
Article 23: Revolving Fund Bylaw 

To see if the town will vote to amend the Town’s Revolving Fund Bylaw by removing Board of 
Health Agent Inspections revolving fund or take any votes in relation thereto. Requires 2/3’s 
vote. 

Full copy of this bylaw in its entirety can be obtained at Town Hall, on the website and at town 
meeting. 

Motion: Mr. Lambert 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: Contracting out now for BOH services. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

Article 24: Zoning Bylaw Amendment – Short Term Rentals 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw of the town of Savoy by adding a 
section entitled Short-Term Rentals of Residential Properties as fully set forth in the town 
meeting hand out, or take any action relative there to. Requires 2/3’s vote. 

Summary of proposed amendment: 
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This article proposes to adopt a new zoning bylaw to regulate short-term rentals (defined as 
rentals of 31 days or fewer) to balance private property rights with neighborhood character, 
public safety, and municipal interests. 

Key provisions include: 

 Registration Requirement: All short-term rentals must be registered annually with the 
Town and comply with state tax registration requirements.  

 Owner-Occupied vs. Non-Owner-Occupied:  

o Owner-occupied rentals are allowed by right, subject to compliance with the 
bylaw.  

o Non-owner-occupied rentals require a Special Permit from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  

 Operational Standards: Establishes requirements related to safety inspections, parking, 
occupancy limits, guest records, and prohibition of large commercial events 

 Neighborhood Protections: Includes quiet hours, complaint tracking, and enforcement 
provisions to address properties that generate repeated disturbances (“problem 
properties”).  

 Inspections and Enforcement: Authorizes inspections by Town officials and establishes 
penalties for violations, including fines and potential suspension or revocation of 
registration or permits.  

 Administration: Assigns the Selectboard authority to administer registrations and the 
Zoning Board of Appeals as the Special Permit Granting Authority.  

The intent of this bylaw is to allow limited and regulated short-term rental activity while 
preserving the residential character and safety of the Town. 

Full copy of this bylaw in its entirety can be obtained at Town Hall, on the website and at town 
meeting.  

Motion: Mr. Krutiak 
Second: Mrs. Krutiak 
Discussion: Nothing currently in by-laws pertaining to short term rentals. Town counsel 
said any STR currently is illegal. Spent 2 years putting together potential by-law for 2-
teired option: owner occupied or non owner occupied. Allows for an in depth process to 
approve STR in town. No vote continues to have STR illegal in town. Town required 
STR to get a business license. Illegal use? Home rule town, so need special usage for 
property. Counsel advised that it’s illegal because it’s not in our by-law. Building 
inspector requires a sprinkler system for STR. Who can afford that with no city water? 
Can ask for a waiver, but nobody has gotten one yet. Select board member stated that 
they don’t want Savoy to become like south county with many STR. Not likely to happen 
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in Savoy. Building inspector suggested – Don’t ask, don’t tell? Building code exists 
regardless of by-law. Building inspector may have misspoke about sprinklers. STR is 20 
days or less. LTR does not have the same rules. One STR runs to keep the cabin used and 
not abandoned. No other possibilities for fire suppression system was mentioned. 
Modeled this after minimum state regulations. Paying state tax. State is accepting tax 
because money is being earned on current STR. A no vote will make them illegal. Town 
can’t issue a license. Town could be libel if something happens since they would be 
illegal with a no vote. We have nothing in writing from town counsel. Will insurance 
companies cover STR if they’re illegal? 
Opposed: 2/3 not met, motions denied 
 

 

 



  

Article 25:  General Bylaws 

To see if the town will vote to adopt the amendment, re-organization and typographical corrections of the bylaws as presented at town 
meeting in the full text hand out and summarized below, or take any vote or votes in relation thereto. Majority vote required.  

Summary of Changes & Highlights of significant ones:   

 

Location Proposed Changes  Existing Bylaw Change Type Notes 

Art. I, 
Sec. 3 

Splits notice: a) Not less than 7 
days before Annual Town Meeting; 
b) Not less than 14 days before any 
special town meeting 

Single 7-day notice period for all 
meetings, annual and special 

Substantive 
Legal 

Proposed Changes adds explicit 14-day requirement for special meetings, 
correcting a legal defect (MGL c.39 requires 14 days for special town 
meetings). Existing Bylaws retains only the 7-day period for all meetings. 

 Subdivided into: a) 7 days annual; 
b) 14 days special 

Not subdivided — single paragraph New 
Material 

Proposed Changes adds formal sub-paragraphs. Existing Bylaws omits 
this structural improvement. 

Art. V, Sec. 1 — 
Tax Collector 

'appointed by the Select Board' Existing Bylaws Sec. 1.1: 
'elected pursuant to Section 
One, Chapter Forty-one' 

Substantive Legal Critical diƯerence: Proposed Changes says appointed; Existing 
Bylaws says elected. Change voted in 2025. 

Art. VI, Sec. 5 — 
Ch. 268 citation 

'chapter two hundred and sixty-
eight A, Section 1(e)' — correct 
citation 

Existing Bylaws Sec. 6.1, v: 
'chapter two hundred and sixty-
eight' — incorrect, missing 'A' 

Substantive Legal Ch. 268 is the Perjury statute. Ch. 268A is the Conflict of Interest 
law. Proposed Changes corrects this critical citation error. 
Existing Bylaws retains the wrong citation. 



  

Art. III, Secs. 1–4 
(Junk/Littering) 

Marked with &&& — retained with 
note re: supersession by Zoning 
By-Laws (1974) 

Removed — not present in 
Existing Bylaws 

Deleted Material Existing Bylaws eliminates the 1971 junk/nuisance/littering 
provisions as superseded by Zoning By-Laws. Proposed Changes 
retains them with a supersession notice. 

 

A full copy of the clean reorganized bylaws in their entirety as well as a provision-by-provision comparison can be obtained at Town 
Hall, on the website and at town meeting. 

 

Motion: Mrs. Glynn 
Second: Mrs. Schaffrick 
Discussion: Why is this meeting not being held on the by-law date? Not ready until now. Changed date every year. Can 
make an amendment to change date of ATM? Proposing to amend date change of ATM. Need to get current changes first. 
Cannot amend a by-law before having a written version to present to the town. Amendment denied. 
Opposed: Motion unanimous and carries 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm.  
Motion to adjourn: Mrs. Boody 
Second: Mr. Lambert 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 












































































