Peak, Bursts Into Flames

Ranks With Nation’s Worst Military'Air Disasters —
Sergt Lee, Clothes Completely Burned From Body,
Here of Disaster — Has Only 50-50 Chance to
Live — Darkress Hampered Rescuers

_1 -
][Transport Hits Garnet
|

Ioru, Aug. 16—(AP)—A large ariny transport plane carvied 17 men
to Mannng death axt night when W ernshed ot isolated 2200-Tool Gamet
pezk on Teru mountain, loeated in one of the most inaceersable suots in

the Berkshires.
Threa seversly burned men sury

ived 1he erash, which with tha exeop-

tion nf mishaps {o lighter-than-afreraft, was one of the worst iragedies
in the history of United States mi}i\lm'y aviation.

! Sheared O Tree Tops

i Bheprelne off Lo Laps ol teees Tor e
Celiwtamen ol aluars A0 yeeds helare 1L
crashel vnto a lessl aren atop the
peh, thn 1 apa innpedialely birst juta
Nunes, the pabdle velalions ofbeer oi

Westover fichi sail,
Arprt Tinbwerd Lew of Columbuys, O
his awn +lethe: completely  hurasd

trom his healy—rmaide two trips from

the fluuing wreekage, draggiog (oaf{

Iellow passencers 1o ahat he thought
wity sufely,

First, he carcled ont Privaie James
Forn of Abington, Vo, and Private
Alongo Pearson of Windber, Pa., who
are glven m grod chance for Iegovery
at Merey hospital, Piltsfeld. Then he
cavried out (we clthers only to Bnd
that Lhey slreridy were dead,

Wilkied Nearly ille In Paze

Rlgnallng for Lelp by firlng thres
shale from lis revolver, Sergt Les
cwialked dazedly  Lhree-guarters of o
mile thratgh dense underbrurh to the
neirest roadway, and dlrocted siats
polce haek to the seene of tho wisck.
He wos tnkien to 85t Luke's hospital,
Pistatleld, where he was given a
"B0-60" ehance for recovery,

The army ratd thnt an investige-
don of tha crash, which oecurred 4t
LA po o, alrewdy was under waf,
anrd that & crew from Weataver ﬁelh
was at wark recovering the bodies,
nhbie  of  which  alveady  had - bepd
fhrought eut, :

—_ Ft‘.il‘lr Flight From South
TPl RGE Wk gy " i i [ ix
Pl of Fape :‘inmf nP‘rTr: ‘g:]:gg m.]'\?ﬂ(n‘n
ihe army said, and lart .\-Iih.-h‘nl I.inl-?
I T, carly Inat evening., '
DPerw's elvilden dofenses afreraft oh.
servittion unit flrst siehied the bie
eraftoas {E planged dawn amang tl;;

| pive ATevs 16 mriler cavt of Pliosflel)

anfl gplfiad state polies,  Then Far-
firlnz sl_'n.‘!g:m:: in snswor to the shot-
fram. Sgal Lee's pun, the livers

17 KILLED AS ARMY
| TRANSPORT CRASHES
O PERU MOUNTAIN

ttentinned fram Fiest Thige)

elose i dm wte L sy lvar amd hioe RHS

St Bim.
Fxvept Jor Juss al the alishi Alran
April 4, 1033, In owhieh 7% men

i
Ton

tied, luai plght's erash wis one of the.

winrsd
oy sy ting, either qrmy or navy.

pher neker diseelers et led e
crisir of an airlines ot Premier, W
La., in whivh 21 osebdicis wers Kidled
Juely 1; rhe loss of o onavy Bimp el
SNew Jersey on Juie BOFHI D wilch
1Y e wiae Kidled; the crash of an
armly plone aear Tenver Adgzl 3,
Ludn, in which nine men dlert, aml the
destripcling 48 50 vl brapsport planes
pear 2an Lieco Jlapoay 5, (301, i
whivh 11 Dot thewe Joves

Tteweners Paueht DhlicuH e

Toosivsus pblenrprs by cllivens of Lery,
augimentemd in soliliers, dovbors, nursog,
whadstren nndl othier vatuniesre, weis
pivde under the noost diftleolt comd-
tfats,

Wrattliog docbess thuat ende thole
1. Slileer walleme o an pnkpoy”
ey were ajded oaly by the distanl

light of the Mnping plane, and by
red flates and No:ahibehis,

He paerow and owainding weee the
ruirls  stieteling froin the  nearest

mutin highway binl auly one cat eoitld
sy At o e snd ultentiopes -
chinen molng in uppuesite  divections
wore Torecd fnto smutl antlies by the
tordd=file,

Ambulivees, learses ronp trucky
vapil police caryg esolinted the dangol-
nus trarain ab siow speed and sone-
Litpes prldes  with  Hashfzhis rhn
ahrad tir keep e roads clenr.

Pahlle Xogl ¥ar Away

As o omoen ax (ke oamy  ieRUlMa
Cpprchs] the wrechize, o sprons nuord
was pested dunsachout the acea il
civibiens aen chigaaed inopesene woel
wepe hept o7 onl fag miled avak,

(lieers o ehinepe of ressile 2T
Hine sall thal @b bealing probably
wrnld e bernieht out of the wilier.
aess by midulebl, ot added “ilispaek-
jHun of Lhe wreelage has not yet boen
devidad upon”

ATty ailicials b Westover  Oold,
which sent nodarmil of 25 offleeis oud
men to the svene Snturday night fm-
mediately wpem belng tnformed of
c:‘r.-rh. sadd Hulupdny plebit that 8

offthe fatalltles wawld pat e poeles
peftdt I waa positively eatablished LHat
alf next of kKin il been notified [
whs intimated thmt the Hal would

b pvaplsble uniil somue tme today,
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Famities and frlends of the de-
. ceased who made the trip to Peru

! ' - include members_of the family of'
: Ag’m g{ Men Frank A, Lastosky., They wers his!
: el mather, Mrs. Genevleve Lastosiy,'
_ a sister, Teresa, his brothers, Wal-i
H@ @d ag ter and Adam and Bir. and Mrs,
EE@E’ Joseph Yuhas, all of Swoyerville

Pa, The family of Lient. Gardne
? § ° ::7 Plainlnf1 %ms}:_jomvine, N, was
. - epresenled] by his widow, his i-
@E ﬁ @E VE_@@ ther, br. Jobn C. Platn, and nie
: rother and sister-in-law, Mr. agi

: ] . 3s... - Mra. Carliss M, Plain, Mrs. Ethe
‘ Memorial Dedivated | rion, the mother of Bt ‘L.

. - Joseph J. Field, had flown from At-

At_ SPOt Whe}e 16 tlanta, Ga-torbe-present. Another
Fliers Lost Lives d!i?ltinguished guest was 92-year-

L e old,James F. Merchant of 8 Shep-

| I—III\;SDALE-—_In milifary man- al‘dLSU‘EEl. Westald, = formgw;
rner, the memorial on Garnet Feak| Pittkficld and Peru residen!. Mr.
-wns <dedicated yesterday afternnon: Merbhant's father was killed in ae-
in the memory of 16 Army filers’ tiounlin the Civil War. !
who lost their lives there Aup. 15, Légionnaives present fram lne.
1042, The dedication was made hi' Datton post werg Delmar W. Stev-
Rov. A. Rawson Hplgate, a formedr. eng, Lewis R, Armsby, Dongld F.
paslo} of the Middlefleld Congn&}- Fillio, Charles H. Caliaghan,fStan-
patiogal Church, assisted by mem= ley A. Smilh, Ernest W, IBeals,
bers bf ihe Benjamin F. Sulllvmh George 8. Galusha, George
Post hi the Ameriean Leplon from usha, Harry R. Stevens, Maurice
Dalteé, The famllies of three of I. Callahan, Albert H, Jandfo, Ed-
lhe men who dled there were tep- ward G, B'elchEI‘, William J. YWhite,
resented, nnd one of the three sur- Albert Philllps, Gorden Briges and
vivors of the crash, James Fern, George Krapf, past counily com-
now of Lee, was In attendance, mander. The group was ncconi.
The dedicatlon followed the an- Panied by Commander Maurice I.
‘nual home coming service of the Callaghan, Orville &, White of
(Pory Congregational Church, Rev. D?;lton, bugler, played taps follow-
{Albert H. Plumb of Hartferd, 1 a three-gun salute by the Le-
IConn.,” paster of the church 50 gl%‘:‘ﬂ”%-

'vears sgo, gave an historlesl ad- resent from the Pittsfield post
rdross atgthtf church gervice which Ee ? Martin Bolander and 1.co
was condueted by Rev, 5. R. Swilt, w!}'ln-om' Past ounty Commander
[p:istor of the First Congresaflohall ‘v idiam Connelly from Greal Bar-
Chureh of Hinesdale and Peru. Prior
it the home coming service which " Lot
‘began at 2, n basket unch was hbtd S Sy T o0 e
an the church lawn with coffee R {

and lemonade furnished. | \

Four Mifes From Highway

The spot on Garnel Peak where
the monument and plague stand
is maore than four miles off the
main road. Under the direcilon of
Cnl. James Ashe of the Piltsheld
State Paoliee barracks and the town
renesiables the traffie moved along
the dirl road to a spol Jess than a
“hatlf mile frem the monument. A
fow feet from  the  five-Tool,
mematial a pile of twisled gerop)
;malgl, part of the fatal plane, was|
nealfy piled and In the wooded,; .
rarey around the 1Htle shrine other;
pieeds of fusilage lay, worn andi
fadeq by the wealher of the Iasti
four years, but still vivid remind-;
ers of war's sacriflees. ;

The ceremony opened wilh a
prayer by Rev, Holgate and a
welcome to these present. His
brief dedication address was ililed
“A Rendezvous With Life,” and he
referred to the rendezvous with
life enjoyed by the 16 fliers who
paid the supreme sacrifice while
young and vigorous. He referred
alse to the untimely death of
Jesus Christ wwho was crucifled at
the age of 33.

. A man is a failure only Uf he
fails to wutilize his powers and
abilitles to the fullest advantage.
BEven if a baseball team Wil‘[& 7

i

rington 1‘eprese;jlf:d his post.

game, It Is net a success i itihas
played an ignoble game,” he siid.
He added that he believed the 18
fliers who lost their lives in Lthe
plane crash would tell us to live
nobly, if they had the power to.
In clesing he stated that he was
not dedicaling the memorial to the
dealh of the fiers, but to their|
rendezvous with life. !



~—Pilot’s Mother Visits Crash Scene iuq1;

A ke

After o mast diffteult {rip through brush and over fajlen frees proueght down in last winfer's ies storm,
Yrs. Winel 3L Ficlds of Atlanin, Ga., mather of T.ieunt. Joseph James Ficlds, pilof oj'_ the !jrfmspnrf. that
crashed at Garnet Peal, Poru, Aug. 15, 1942, taking 16 lives including that of the pilot, visited the spot
where the ship piled up yesterday., To the left are Mrs, David Coehran and Mrs. 'Ch:-:rleg, Whee!qr, both.
of Pern, who with newspapermmen guided Mrs, Fields to tho area, Also in the picture is a rustic eross,
and wreath of flowers placed there Sunday on fhe fiest anniversary of the crash by these two women .
and other Peru residents, Mrs. Fields was most apprecialive of the gesiure. At the seeno she displayed
‘unexjiitted confrol of the emofion she must HETEexperienced. Before feaving Porn Nrs. F

donated to 1he fund for @ permanent memorial to the 16 boys. |
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rvice. Coffes tog 8nd lemonade
?gr the basket lun%h will be fur-
nished from the Town Hall. Com-
mittee members stated last night
that arrows would be posted to
cuide visitors to the site © the
coremony, about four miles {from
{te top of Peru Hiil, Edgar Brigss
of Dailtor: has donated his dound
equipmentdgo that everyonetmay
’ : » - hear the address. :
Sunday Cenemeny The five-foot monument  was,

Will Take Place erscted some time sgo, but the!
dedication plague arrived only this

Where 16 Men Nied lweek and was put in place today.)
The inscription on the tablet i8!
PERU—A monument on Garnetlas follows:
Peak will be dedicated Sunday as a{ wPhis tablet id erected in the,
memorial to 16 Army officers and|memory of the following men who|
enlisted men who lost their livesivave their lives here in a plang
there Aug. 15, 1942, The eventjcrash Aug. 15, 1942, while in fhe!
will be in conjunction with the an-|service of their country: Joseph J.
nual homecoming service at the|Fields, Atlanta, Ga., who was 2
Firet Congregational Church fromisecond Hleutenant and pilot; Hy-
2 tg 3.15 the 15th. The dizaster{man B. Flinkmen of Baltimore, ;
whifih claimed the lives of 16 sol-|Md.; Sam B. Hathorn of Printess,

diery and put three other socldiers, Miss.; John H. Kelley of Titus,

i Ala.; Robert W. Lamon of Shaw-
badty burned, in hosplials, oS-y " o, Frank A, Lastosky of,
curred when a large Army trans- I{in'gston. Pa,; Joseph C. NMeurohl,

poet plane- en route from FortiBrooklyn, N.¥.; Jack E. Pajmer,
Benning, Ga., to Boston, sheared|Antigo, Wis.: 1st Lt. Gardnap V.

[ - rda or Plain, Ransomville, NY.; Stlnley
off tree tops for 100 yards. erashed, E. Racine, Pensacola, Fla.; PNor-

and burst into flame. man Sands, Chicago, 1il; SteYe E.
Families To Aftend Schollin, Qak Lawn, 1il.: Charles
The families of at least two of| M. Scott, York, Pa.; dJames F.

the victime il be fn Peru Sunday| EhO, ROV ot ama

to participate in  the ceremony.|james D. Westbrooks of Ander-:
They are the pllot's mother, Mrs.[son, 5.C.

Tthel Field, who expects to fly; One of the survivors, James
from her home In Atlanta, Ga;|Fern married a Lee givl and lives
and Mrs, Fleanor Plain of Ran- in__t_'ia_i_:_m_wn._
somville, N.Y., widow of Lieul
Gardner V. Plain. Mrs. Plain will
be accompanied by her father-in-
law, Dr. John Plain, also of Ran-
‘sorgville. Other families of the
{viefims may be on hand.

' Hev. A. Rawson Holgate, former
‘pagior of the Middlefleld Congre-

‘gational Church, will officiate at
the ceremony and will be assisted
hy members of the Benjamin F. .
Sullivan Post, American Legion of
| Dalton. There will be a basket
lunch on the church lawn Irom
12.30 to 2 in the afternocon, fol-
lowed by the church homecoming




Annivéesazy of
Peoru Crash Brings
Note From Mother

The second anniversary of the
plane crash at Garnet Peak,
Peru, where 16 members of the
Army Air Force died and three
were saved, was yesterday. The
day brought a letter to The
Fagle from Mrs, Hazel L. Lee of
Columbus, Ohio, mother of one of
the three who lived through the
erash and fAre. She wrote: “Wae
are still thinking with grateful
hearts of the people of Pittsfield
and Peru and the kindness that
was extended to us during our
many weeks there.” :

Two of the young men, Sgl
Robert Q. Lee, 25, son of MIs.
- Lee, and Cpl. Alonzo S, Pearson,
. of Windsor, Pa., are living 1o~
. gether in Columbus, Ohio, where

they are working in {he Curtis-
right plant on the assembly
lines of a Helldiver bomber fa.c-
tdry. Sgt. Lee wears the Sol-
dders’ Merdnl of Honor awarded
him in this city for saving the
lives of two of his crew mates.
The third of the trio saved is Sgt.
James Fern of Abinglon, Va.,
who more than a year ago pal-
ried Miss Florinda Cuillio of .08,
a supervising nurse at the Hpuse
of Mercy where Fern recov red
from injuries. Sgt. Fern isdnow
' assigned to Fort Benning, Ga.
Lee and: Pearson were hospital-
ized in Pittsfleld and at T.ovell
Iiospﬁal,I?orti)evens,fnrzxtotat
. of 15 months, Fern, less geriois-
1y injured, returned o duty after
| a shorier period at the House of

Mercy.
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