PERU BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
Town Hall Community Center, 3 EAST MAIN RD
Monday, June 9, 2025 @ 6:00pm

Call to order

Selectboard Roll Call

State recording status

Pledge Alliance to the Flag

Update from Departments

Discussion on Transfer Station Bottle and Can Shed

Review and Approve BOS Meeting Minutes for 5-27-25
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Discussion with Maja Kazmierczak, Assistant Attorney General on a Board of Health issue with town
receivership of property

9. Discussion and possible vote on Police Chief Contract with Chief Cullett

10. Discussion and possible vote on appointing Branden Mascolo Finance Committee Member

11. Discussion and possible vote to re-appoint the following: Justin Russell as Tree Warden, Tim Sears as
Building Commissioner, Peter Yetman as Electrical Inspector, Tim Martin as Gas & Plumbing
Inspector, Samuel Haupt on Woodlands Partnership of Northwest Massachusetts, Sharon Greule on
Parks & Recreation, Ryan Kresiak as a police Officer, Michael Hunt as a Police Officer, Terry Walker as
Town Administrator, Wally Morrison as Veterans Grave Officer, Peter Shelsy on the Zoning Board of
Appeals and Grahm Sturz on Zoning Board of Appeals as an Alternate

12. Review and Approve accounts payable, Treasury Warrants, Payroll Warrants
13. Public Input

14. Adjourn

The list of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Board which may be discussed and other items
not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.
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Verne Leach, Chairman

Official posting: Peru Town website: www.townofperuma.com

Posted June 5, 2025 @ 12:40 pm Town Clerk

Town Clerk



TOWN HALL 3 EAST MAIN ROAD PERU, MA 01235
SELECT BOARD MEETING MINUTES: June 9,2025 @ 6:00 P.M.

Town Hall Community Center

Verne Leach, Chair Selectman

Sam Haupt, Selectman

Ed Munch Selectman

Terry Walker, Town Administrator
Justin Russell, Highway Superintendent
Bruce Cullett, Police Chief

Valerie Bird, Health Agent

Public Attendees: Maja Kazmierczak, Helen McColpin

Item 1: Call to order: 6:00 P.M.

Item 3: State Recording status: Town Administrator Walker, Selectman Leach for personal reasons under exemption E
Item 4: Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: Led by Selectman Leach
Item 5: Update from Departments:

Police Department:
Police Chief Cullett mentioned that he and Superintendent Russell met with Guardian Energy to express issues with the

weatherization at the Highway Department.
Chief Cullett was able to secure a grant from EOPS for the cost of life scan finger printing device. This will save the town

a substantial amount of money.

Feasibility Study Committee:
Bruce Cullett will be scheduling a meeting with the Feasibility Study Committee to discuss Austin Design’s
recommendations. Bruce asked BOS how they wanted the study presented. Selectman Leach will place on the agenda.

Highway Department:
Highway Superintendent Russell mentioned that it would be more cost effective for the town to purchase a recycling

bin. Casella is now charging a rental fee and if we purchase a recycling bin, we would only have to pay Casella for

hauling..
Cemetery Account: James Kenney ordered 6 flags for the cemeteries and the balance will be used for concrete.

MassWorks contracts are all set
Since Mirabito won the county bid, they may change tanks at highway garage.

Health Department Agent:
Valerie Bird asked permission to move her office from the Building Department office to the meeting room. She

explained that the office is too small and has only one point of egress. The BOS agreed that she could move her office to

the meeting room.



Town Administrator:
TA Walker mentioned that BRTA needs a signature for a designee representative. She explained that last year the BOS

voted to have TA Walker as the representative but was rejected by BRTA because Terry Walker was not a town resident.
The BOS will decide on who the representative will be.

ADA Grant for $200,000 was submitted on Friday June 6". TA Walker was not confident about the submission because
the town’s ADA Self Evaluation and Transition plan was dated March 8, 2019. She feels that the BOS should appoint an
ADA Coordinator and revise the ADA Self Evaluation and Transition Plan. The grant will fund paving parking lots and
other ADA issues.

TA Walker submitted the $1,000,000 MassWorks grant on June 2", A few hours after the grant was submitted,
residents on Ash Lane brought in a letter of Support for the Grant with signatures and several photos of issues on Ash
Lane. TA Walker was able to have the town's liaison from MassWorks open the grant, and she was able to upload letter
of support and phatos to the grant and resubmitted on June 4™,

Department of Fire Safety grant paperwork was resubmitted to Stow, MA- overnight with a tracking number. The first
packet was supposedly lost in the mail. DFR received the packet, and the State Fire Marshall signed the contract. TA
Walker emailed Fire Chief Cawthron stating that the two radios could be ordered. The reimbursement for the radios
must be submitted by June 30" to receive grant award.

TA Walker mentioned that she received an email from Chris Polatin, Land Stewardship Inc., which is the company
eradicating the Hogweed at 55 East Windsor Road. TA Walker is waiting to sign a contract, and the treatment will be

administered before the end of June 2025.

Item 6: Discussion on Transfer Station Bottle and Can Shed: Highway Superintendent Russell mentioned that Berkshire
County ARC is willing to accept all bottles and cans from the shed at the Transfer Station. Once the bottles and cans are
brought to the redemption center, the money will go to people with disabilities. Selectman Munch mentioned that the
shed needs to be kept clean and bottles should not pile up. Selectman Munch mentioned that Boy Scout Troop #38 is
now taking the bottles and cans. Superintendent Russell will keep Linda Cernik in the loop and contact the Boy Scout
leader. A decision will be made at a later date on who takes the bottles and cans.

itern 7: Review and Approve BOS Meeting Minutes 5/27/2025
Selectman Leach motion to approve 5/27/2025 minutes pending changes, Selectman Munch second, 3-0.

Item 8: Discussion with Maja Kazmierczak, Assistant Attorney General on Board of Health issue with town
receivership of property: Legal Counsel for the Assistant Attorney General, Helen McColpin stated that Maja
Kazmierczak, Assistant Attorney General is providing information to the Town. This information is not legal advice, nor
will any legal opinions be given by Assistant Attorney General Kazmierczak in the receivership process. Maja mentioned
there will be no cost to the town to file a petition for receivership. The only cost to the town is Valerie Bird, Health
Agent’s time serving the violation notice, plus Valerie attending housing court. The mission of the town to gain
receivership is to ensure a safe, sanitary and habitable home. A letter must be written to the tenants regarding
receivership. The town needs all violation notices that were sent to the tenant to proceed.

When the town can use receivership.
e Vacant/partially vacant residential property
¢ Property with conditions that violate the State Sanitary Code and repairs to ensure compliance will not exceed
the market value of the property.
e When there Is a willing receiver, who has funding, is insured and has been vetted by the court.

s Property with suitable amount of unpaid or outstanding tax hills or liens.

Violation or Order Letters
e Municipal letters come in all different forms but must cite the violation of the Sanitary Code.
o Common examples of violations are the existence of overgrowth, rubbish, garbage and structural damage.
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Once NRD receives municipal documents, the town can move forward with the next steps (title search &

demand letter).

Prior to Filing in Court
¢  Work with the owner to get compliance prior to filing an action
e Can be written or oral agreement

e Consultation with the municipality, timeframes are established to complete work to remedy code violations.

Sometimes a previously Uncooperative Owner will become cooperative after a petition is filed. In that case, the
town may enter into a formal settlement agreement to correct violations and avoid the appointment of a
receiver.

e Filed with the court and has the effect of a court issued order.

e Establishes timeframes for the correction of all cited violations.

e Case can be dismissed, or Court can monitor for compliance.

How Does the Receiver Get Paid?
¢ The Town requests authority from the court to foreclose and recover their lien.
e Owner or other Party can elect to pay the lien.
e A sale of the property through a public auction or public sale can be held.

Assistant Attorney General, Maja Kazmierczak stressed that the goal is not to take people’s homes but to bring homes
up to state sanitary codes and keep residents safe. Maja will keep in contact with TA Walker and the BOS agreed that
Health Agent, Valerie Bird, would be the contact person to provide updates to the Board of Selectmen.

questions regarding unused vacation time. Selectman Leach mentioned that at the end of the fiscal year the vacation
time is not carried forward. Selectman Munch felt that the BOS would wait until the next meeting since there are a few
changes to the contract. Selectman Leach moved to approve the contract pending changes. Selectman Munch second 3-

0.

Item 10: Discussion and possible vote on appointing Branden Moscolo Finance Committee Member: Selectman Leach

motion to appoint Branden Moscolo as a Finance Committee member, Selectman Haupt mentioned that Darryl Darby
had withdrawn his name, Selectman Haupt second, 3-0.

Item 11: Discussion and possible vote to reappoint the following: Justin Russell as Tree Warden, Tim Sears as Building
Commissioner, Peter Yetman as Electrical Inspector, Tim Martin as Gas & Plumbing Inspector, Samuel Haupt on
Woodlands Partnership of Northwest Massachusetts, Sharon Greule on Parks and Recreation, Ryan Kresiak as a Police
Officer, Michael Hunt as a Police Officer, Terry Walker as Town Administrator, Wally Morrison as Veterans Grave Officer,
Peter Shelsy on the Zoning Board of Appeals and Grahm Sturz on Zoning Board of Appeals as an Alternate. Selectman
Leach motion to reappoint all individuals, Selectman Munch second, 3-0.

Item 12: Review and Approve Accounts Payable, Treasury Warrant and Payroll Warrant; V25-2025, Selectman Leach

motion to recess from 7:18 p.m. -7:30 p.m. Selectman Munch second, 3-0
Selectman Leach motion to call meeting back to order at 7:30 p.m. Selectman Munch second, 3-0
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Rall Call: Selectman Leach present, Selectman Munch present, Selectman Haupt present.

Recording: TA Walker and Selectman Leach will be recording and the BOS continued signing payroll warrant,

Item 13; Public Input; N/A

Item 14: Adjourn: Selectman Leach made a motion to adjourn the 6/9/2025 BOS Meeting, Selectman Munch second,
Vate 3-0. The 6/9/2025 BOS Meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M.

Articles used:
V25-2025 warrant
Minutes 5/272025
Appointment letters

Police Chief Cullett Contract
Neighborhood Renewal Division Town Receivership of Property (Assistant Attorney General)
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Verne Leach, Chairman

>
Samuel Haupt, Selectman = /7 /(
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Edward Munch, Selectman

—
Date Approved: 6“ 2’3 ~ Z"S
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Town Administrator

noreply@onbaseonline.com

From:
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 3:23 PM

To: Town Administrator; karl.bryan@mass.gov; jeff.dougan@mass.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Thank you for your project grant application

Municipal ADA Improvement Grant Program

This is an automated email. Please do not respand.

Dear Terry Walker:
Your project grant application for Peru for the amount of $200,000.00 has been submitted to the Massachusetts Office
on Disability (MOD).

You will be contacted once your application has been reviewed.

Again, thank you for submitting your project grant application.

Sincerely,

Massachuseits Office on Disnbllity

The Massachusetts Office on Disability
One Ashburton Place, Room 1305

Boston, MA 02108
Phone: 617-727-7440

Web: www.mass.gov/mod



