


TOWN OF BARTON
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2025

Notice of this meeting was given to the public by posting on the municipal boards and by posting on Town Website: townofbartonwi.net. 

1. Chairman Kris Turner called the Annual Town Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Affidavit of posting was read.
Turner mentioned the recording of the meeting as a the Town is utilizing a trial period of software that will generate meeting minutes.

2. Those in attendance were Supervisors Mike Dricken, Dan Mueller, Bill Russell, and Clayton Eggie. Zoning Administrator, Steve Wendelborn, Clerk Sherry Eckert and eight concerned citizens. The Pledge of Allegiance was said by those present.  

3. Mike Dricken made a motion to approve the Minutes of the April 16, 2024, Annual Town Meeting. Dan Mueller seconded. Motion carried, unanimous.

4. Questions and answer session from the public to the Town Board. (Limit 2 minutes per person)
Town resident Ben Naylor, 3897 Beaver Dam Rd, noted that he still had a few questions from a prior email that he wanted answers to. He had a question as to the Park Property and how the board could legally rent a house for private use. In response, Turner mentioned that she would involve the attorney to address this particular issue.

Town resident, Jan MacFarlan, 2987 Woodford Rd, stated that it was her understanding at the last Town Board Meeting that it was mentioned that the wood for the Woodford bridge was at the Mill. Turner corrected and state that the Town was looking for a White Oak to take and have milled to the correct size. The town has been unsuccessful in obtained a White Oak log. She does have people searching. MacFarlan mentioned that the new bridge was to be put in place for safety reasons due to the area's susceptibility to flooding. She recalled one instance where the area overflowed because of dam issues. There were two entrances initially available. The recent closure has raised concerns about residents' safety. Noted by Turner, Rotting and continuous movement of past barricades necessitated the installation of concrete barriers. MacFarlan highlighted the need for markings on the barriers for visibility. Turner proposed using reflection tape to enhance their noticeability.

5. Appoint Plan Commission members. Turner appointed Mike Dricken for the term of 1 year, Vicky Hopp and Dave Jacak for the term of 3 years. 

6. Turner reviewed the year of 2024.  One of the key achievements was the purchase of a brine tank, allowing us to effectively treat hills, curbs, and intersections. Turner reports that the brine tank has been highly effective, all three snow plows now equipped with these tanks.

While we faced a setback with our 80/20 grant application for the agricultural improvement program being denied, we are determined to reapply in the future. We benefited from shared revenues from Washington County, allowing us to carry out essential road maintenance projects.
Last year, we successfully completed mastic work on Townline and Kettle View, replaced concrete in front of the salt shed, and funded road painting needs. We received approximately $26,000 in funding and anticipate a similar amount for the upcoming year.

Three culverts in our town were identified as deteriorated. The county replaced the culvert on Wildwood. The culvert on Beaver Dam was bid out. We were able to address these infrastructure needs by utilizing the County’s resolution program which pays for half of the culvert . We have also applied for this program for the culvert on Kettle Moraine Dr, this will be replaced in 2025.

A double chip seal was performed on Susan Lee Court and Schuster Drive, running from Colt Circle to the bottom of the hill. Due to the significant issues with icing and the poor condition of the road, a wedge and seal method was utilized. Additionally, Recycled Asphalt was used on the shoulders in an effort to increase durability and prevent erosion. Pot hole repairs were also completed to improve overall road quality.

Furthermore, roadwork was completed on Kettle Moraine Drive from Newark Dr. for a span of 1 mile. This project was part of the Local Road Improvement Plan.

The Lighthouse Bridge project has been approved, with the design contract also approved. This project is scheduled to commence in 2027.

Proposed for 2025:  Firstly, the county will be removing the planting area on Jamestown Place and replacing with asphalt. This will help with snowplowing in the area, making it easier and more efficient during the winter months.

A new pothole additive will be tested. This additive is designed to bind to existing potholes and prevent further damage. It can also be used on the breaking sides of roads to ensure their longevity. Many nearby towns have had great success with this product.

In terms of equipment upgrades, we are actively searching for plow trucks, a salter for the freightliner, new tires for the chipper truck, and addressing the rusting rims on the plow trucks. These upgrades are essential to maintaining our fleet.

Lastly, we are exploring grant opportunities to fund our projects. Eggie has been instrumental in assisting us with the Congressional Spending Grant, specifically for roads. We will continue to pursue these opportunities and seek funding to support our initiatives.

Turner addressed the town on a personal note: She wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude for the kindness and support that had been shown her and her family following her husband's unexpected passing on January 4th, the outpouring of support from the community has truly been a source of comfort. It is often easy to overlook those who have been there for us in our time of need, and I want to sincerely thank each and every one of you who has offered your assistance, and has helped lighten my burden during this trying time. There are a lot of great people in this town and she feels very fortunate to have that. 

7. Other business pursuant to sec. 60.10, Wisconsin Stats.  Copies of the Annual Financial Report were provided to those that were interested.

8. Joe Peters made a motion to hold the 2026 Annual Town Meeting on the third Tuesday of April, April 21, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Dan Mueller, seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.

9. There being no further business, Turner adjourned the 2025 Town of Barton Annual Meeting of the electors at 7:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Eckert

Sherry Eckert
Town Clerk





