          South Manheim Township Board of Supervisors
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2026
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: South Manheim Township Municipal Office
Attendees:
John Brennan, Supervisor   Chris Ingaglio, Supervisor
Christy Joy, Supervisor    Kelly Handling, Secretary
Corby Lewis, Road Master    Solicitor Hobbs, Solicitor
A complete list of additional attendees is maintained on file at the municipal office.
1. Call to Order
Chairman Brennan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, to approve the minutes to the May 6, 2026, regular monthly meeting as presented. This motion unanimously carried.
3. Persons to Be Heard
Abigail Buck: 702 W. Deerview Drive, was present to discuss PPL’s request to install new utility poles in certain areas of the Township, including Stony Mountain Road and Deer View Drive. Ms. Buck explained that PPL, or its representatives, had recently contacted several property owners seeking easements for the proposed poles. Many of these residents subsequently met with PPL representatives at a meeting arranged by Supervisor Ingaglio to obtain clarification regarding the project and discuss concerns.
Ms. Buck stated that it appeared PPL had ceased pursuing easements from individual property owners and had instead applied to place poles within the Township right-of-way. She asked whether residents would be able to review PPL’s proposal to the Township and sought clarification regarding the approval process. Ms. Buck also questioned whether residents should continue working directly with PPL or allow the matter to proceed through the Township. She expressed concerns regarding what activities PPL would be permitted to undertake within the right-of-way, including tree removal and herbicide application if they pursued approval through the Township.
Elizabeth Chismar, 695 W. Deerview Drive, also addressed the Board. She stated that residents wished to preserve the understandings reached during the recent meeting with PPL, including the removal of language permitting herbicide use. Ms. Chismar noted that progress had been made during those discussions and questioned whether, if PPL proceeded through the Township, permissions could be granted affecting private property without the property owners’ consent.
Solicitor Hobbs responded that such matters are often determined on a case-by-case basis and would require review of the relevant agreements, deeds, and other documentation. Ms. Buck further inquired about the scope of any permissions the Township might grant, noting that existing power lines remain on her property and that PPL had declined to commit to removing them once new lines were installed. She expressed concern that residents could lose negotiating leverage and certain rights if PPL pursued approval through the Township rather than through individual easement agreements.
Following discussion, Supervisor Ingaglio agreed to arrange an additional meeting with PPL and its representatives. Solicitor Hobbs will further research the right-of-way and easement issues associated with the project.
Kevin Bensinger:: Chairman Brennan recognized Kevin Bensinger, surveyor for the proposed subdivision at 352 W. Deerview Drive.
Mr. Bensinger explained that Elaine Maneval and Wayne Brensinger own a farm consisting of slightly more than 100 acres and are proposing to subdivide the property into two (2) lots. He stated that no change in land use or new construction is proposed and that the application is defined as new boundary lines for ownership purposes.
Mr. Bensinger reported that the Township Planning Commission declined to consider the requested waivers and referred them to the Board of Supervisors for review. He noted that Steve Moyer, Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO), determined that the application must be processed as a major subdivision because the 2015 subdivision utilized the property's allowance for a minor subdivision.
Mr. Bensinger stated that the first waiver request seeks to have the current application classified as a minor subdivision. He disagreed with the ZEO's determination, citing the Township's Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO), adopted in May 2010, and Ordinance No. 96, adopted in 2020. Mr. Bensinger stated that Ordinance No. 96 provides that, after its effective date, only one minor subdivision may be permitted from a parcel. He argued that the Final Brensinger/Maneval Subdivision approved in 2015 was neither labeled nor considered as a minor subdivision and was approved prior to the adoption of Ordinance No. 96. Therefore, he contended that the current application should qualify as a minor subdivision. Mr. Bensinger noted that the proposed subdivision would be the third subdivision of the tract.
Mr. Bensinger briefly reviewed the waiver requests submitted with the application, including:
· Section 100-20.A (Minor Subdivisions): Request to classify the application as a minor subdivision rather than a major subdivision.
· Section 100-22.B(8) (Existing Features): Request for a waiver from depicting certain existing features on the residual tract (Lot 2).
· Sections 100-27.A(12) and 100-27.A(13): Request for clarification regarding ultimate right-of-way requirements.
· Section 100-30.C: Request for a waiver from the requirement that the water supply be located uphill from the septic system.
· Section 100-22.B(1) (Total Tract Boundary): Request for a waiver from the requirement to survey the entire tract, as Steve Moyer, ZEO had indicated that a survey of the entire property would be required.
Mr. Bensinger also noted that a portion of the property proposed for subdivision is located in Wayne Township. He stated that he had received correspondence from Wayne Township indicating that it would not be reviewing the subdivision application.
Mr. Bensinger further stated that in 2015 when Wayne Brensinger built there was no easement proposed. The current plan proposes an access easement. Supervisor Ingaglio noted that the 2015 plan shows no driveway to the existing house and does not indicate a shared driveway.
Attorney Ben Forbes, representing the applicants, introduced himself and stated that formal written waiver requests, including supporting justification, would be submitted to the Board of Supervisors for consideration at its next meeting.
4. Road Report
Roadmaster Lewis presented his Road Report. A copy of the report will be maintained on file at the Municipal Office.
Aspen Drive: Roadmaster Lewis reported that repairs on Aspen Drive have been completed, with the exception of an area where a Comcast utility line is located within the roadway. The area will be paved once Comcast completes its work.
Game Commission Sign: Roadmaster Lewis reported that Kevin Clauser of the Pennsylvania Game Commission has requested a meeting regarding the placement of signage near the entrance to the Game Commission parking area on Bear Creek Road. Roadmaster Lewis questioned the appropriate location for the sign. Further discussion of this matter occurred under the Solicitor's Report.
Parade: Roadmaster Lewis reported that the Township plans to use the ten-wheel truck and the white pickup truck in the parade. The proposed float theme is a farm scene featuring a mountain and stream. It was agreed that the Township would order green T-shirts displaying the Township emblem for participants.
InQuik Bridges: Roadmaster Lewis reported that he has been in contact with InQuik Bridges and several engineers regarding the bridges requiring attention. He expects to have cost estimates available for the next meeting. He noted that both the Woodland Drive and West Deerview Drive bridges will require drilling and questioned whether it would be more cost-effective to have both bridges drilled on the same day.
File Room Addition: Roadmaster Lewis reported that the road crew has been occupied with preparations for the road project but anticipates beginning to accept material deliveries for the file room addition once work on the 2025 Road Project allows.
Road Damage: Roadmaster Lewis reported that a portion of Berne Drive was damaged by an individual loading an excavator. He noted that Berne Drive is not scheduled for major improvements for several years and recommended patching the damaged area with blacktop. He will obtain an estimate for the repairs.
5. Receipts & Treasurer’s Report
June 3, 2026 Report of Receipts showed the following:                            
· General Fund Checking Receipts: 				     $ 57,541.50
· PLIGIT Invest. Receipts (Earned Income):     		     $ 65,118.90	
The Treasurer’s Report as of June 3, 2026 indicated the following balances:
· General Fund Checking:  $     37,218.89
· General Fund Investment: $1,743,139.70
· Liquid Fuels Investment: $    269,719.31
Total Balance in All Accounts: $2,050,077.90
May 2026 Interest Earnings:
· General Fund Checking (Mid-Penn): $       58.56
· General Fund Investment (PLGIT): 	$  5,188.77
· Liquid Fuels Account (PLGIT): 	$     789.08
A motion to approve the Receipts and Treasurer’s Report was made by Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all. 
6. Correspondence
The Board reviewed the following correspondence:

1) Kelly Handling, TC-tax coll. Report, 1st  & 2nd ½ May 2026 tax collector’s remittance report;
2) Three (3) Township residents’ –three (3) residents’ requests for exemption from the 2026 South Manheim Township Per Capita tax. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Brennan, these two (2) residents’ requests for exemption from the 2026 South Manheim Township Per Capita tax were approved.  This motion unanimously carried.  A list of names will be kept on file in the Municipal Office
3) Sch. Cty. Office of Solid Waste-draft revision to county waste mgmt.. plan. Township has 30 days to comment;
4) Sch. Cty. Assessment Office-change of assessment notice;
5) HEYGOV Inc.-information on their AI assisted transcriptions;
6) PIRMA-notice related to their 4/23/26 Liability & Property loss control meeting with South Manheim Twp. No recommendations were made.
7) Donna Eberhart, South Sch. Unified-information on the Sch. Cty. PA America 250th Parade;
8) Rep. Jamie Barton-“Capitol Report, e-newsletter, May 8, 2026;
9) Senator Argall-May 8, 2026, e-newsletter;
10) Rep. Barton-“Capitol Report,” e-newsletter, May 15, 2026;
11) Senator Argall-May 15, 2026 e-newsletter;
12) Donna Eberhart, South Sch. Unified-information on the Small Business Administration’s Patriot Pitch competition for small businesses. Applications due by 6/10/26;
13) PSATS News Bulletin-May 2026 newsletter-PA Local Gov’t Bill of Rights;
14) Court of Common Pleas-notice of two hearings on tax assessment appeal, 8/5/26, 9:30 a.m.-Wenrich;
15) HeyGov-postcard with information on their product-meeting transcriptions;
16) Senator Argall-May 28, 2026, e-newsletter;
17) Senator Argall-May 22, 2026, e-newsletter;
18) Rep. Barto-”Capitol Report,” May 22, 2026, e-newsletter;
19) LTAP-upcoming educational opportunities;
20) Fed’l Hwy. Admin.-notice of upcoming, “Build a Better Mousetrap, competition;
21) LTAP-“Winter Maintenance Planning,” in-person training, 6/10/26, Lehigh Valley PC;
22) John Blickley, Sch. EMA-FY 2024 Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant Application for municipalities that participated and signed off on the County Hazard Mitigation Plan;
23) Penn DOT STIC-“Innovation in Motion,” May 27, 026, e-newsletter;
24) PSATS Education-information on upcoming Secretary/Manager Summit;
25) Senator Argall-information on June 12, 2026 shredding event at Fairlane Village mall;
26) Senator Argall-May 29, 2026, e-newsletter;
27) Felicia Campbell, PA Infrastructure Invest. Auth.-PENNVEST information session, 7/23/26, 10 a.m., Tamaqua Borough;
28) Rep. Barton-“Capitol Report,” May 29, 2026 e-newsletter;
29) PSATS UC-“UC Update,” June 2026 e-newsletter;
30) Donna Eberhart, SSU-Bylaw review & Interim Governance procedures;
31) Daniel Yelito, NEPA-information on the 2026-2027 PennDOT Local Technical Assistance Program;
32) Janice Johnston, Sch. Conservation-Chapter 102 inspection report related to Kramer Dirt Track, 426 E. Deerview Dr.;
33) NEPA-“NEPA Newslines,” June 2, 2026, e-newsletter;
34) Donna Eberhart, SSU-link for LTAP training;
35) LTAP-information on virtual and in-person trainings;
36) Daniel Webber, Auburn Fire Co.-fire calls for May 2026;
37) PSATS-“PSATS Morning News”, - May 6, 2026 –June 2, 2026.

Secretary Handling explained PSATS request for municipalities to sign the PA Local Government Bill of Rights, noting there is legislation in the process that would diminish local government rights, and by extension, local residents’ decision-making power related to certain land development, permitting, etc. decisions. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all, the Board voted to support PSATS Local Government Bill of Rights. 


7. Solicitor’s Report 

Draft SALDO Amendment: Solicitor Hobbs presented a revised draft SALDO Amendment Ordinance. He explained that the proposed amendment revises Section 100-20(B) of the Township SALDO relating to lot annexation plans by establishing a simplified lot annexation procedure, authorizing administrative review, and repealing only those provisions of Ordinance No. 96 of 2020 pertaining to Section 100-20(B).
Solicitor Hobbs stated that applicants would be required to submit the original deed and three (3) copies as part of the review process. The Township Solicitor would review the deed and, if necessary, refer it to the Township Engineer for review. Applications may also be referred to the Planning Commission when the Township Solicitor or Township Engineer determines that additional review is reasonably necessary.
Solicitor Hobbs reviewed several key provisions of the proposed amendment. He explained that a lot annexation would qualify for the simplified review process when land is conveyed between contiguous parcels, the conveyance is solely for the purpose of increasing the size of an existing adjoining parcel, and no new lot, use, or building is created.
He further noted that Section 8 of the proposed amendment prohibits the further subdivision of lot annexations within the LDR Zoning District after the parcels have been merged under this section, unless the subdivision is approved in full compliance with the Township's SALDO and Zoning Ordinance then in effect.
Solicitor Hobbs also explained that Section A of Ordinance No. 96 would remain in effect, while Section B would be repealed and replaced by the proposed amendment.
Upon motion by Supervisor Brennan, seconded by Supervisor Joy, the Board authorized advertisement of the proposed SALDO Amendment Ordinance (potentially Ordinance # 103). The motion carried unanimously.
Game Commission Sign: Road Master Lewis questioned where the Game Commission could install their parking direction sign near the cul-de-sac on Bear Creek Road. Solicitor Hobbs noted that after reviewing old deeds, and the court case he found there is a lawful r-o-w. After a brief discussion the Board decided that the sign should be put in the blacktop on the right edge of the cul-de-sac 
8. Planning and Zoning Commission
The minutes to the May 11, 2026 Planning Commission were not received as of the BOS meeting. 
Planning Commission Secretary, Lorraine Phillips, in attendance, provided insight on the 352 West Deerview Subdivision which was discussed under Persons to be Heard. Mrs. Phillips explained that the reason they are asking for a contours waiver is because the septic is in a swamp. Additionally, she explained that the Planning Commission told the applicants that they could get rid of most of their problems if they put in a new septic. Mrs. Phillips explained that she disagreed with their surveyor, Kevin Bensinger’s explanation as to whether the subdivision should be considered a minor or major. Supervisor Ingaglio and Mrs. Phillips also disagreed with Mr. Brensinger’s characterization that the Planning Commission told the applicants to take the waiver requests to the Board of Supervisors. After a brief discussion, the Board noted that the applicants should go back to the Planning Commission for review of their waiver requests. Solicitor Hobbs will inform their attorney. 
9. Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report
The ZEO report of Systems Design Engineering covering April 19, 2026 through May 16, 2026 was received and reviewed. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all, this report was accepted as presented. A copy is attached to the office copy of the minutes. 
The UCC administrative report of Light-Heigel for May 2026 was received and reviewed. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all, this report was accepted as presented. A copy is attached to the office copy of the minutes. 
The UCC administrative report of Advanced Code Consultants for April 26, 2026 through May 25, 2026 was received and reviewed. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all, this report was accepted as presented. A copy is attached to the office copy of the minutes. 
10. Sewage Enforcement Officer’s Report
The PCMA reports of all PIRs as of April and May 2026, were received and reviewed. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, these reports were accepted as presented. This motion unanimously carried. Copies of these reports are attached to the office copy of the minutes.
Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, the sewage planning module mailer for the Reber residence, parcel 28-8-1 was acknowledged and signed. This motion unanimously carried.
11. Unfinished Business
· Act 537 Plan: No update.
· Complaint 1-24-(616 Berne Drive): It was noted that Steve Moyer, ZEO sent a letter to the property owner in April 2026.
· 762 Cheyenne Drive: No update.
· Complaint 1-25 (1480 Summer Hill Road): Steve Moyer reported that DEP had performed a site visit recently, although the Township has not received an official report. After a brief discussion, it was decided that Solicitor Hobbs will write a letter to the complainant noting that the issue appears to be a civil matter.
12. New Business
South Sch. Unified Board of Directors: Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, Supervisor John Brennan was appointed as South Manheim’s representative to the South Schuylkill Unified Board of Directors. This motion unanimously carried.
PPL Utility Pole Applications: Discussed under Persons to be Heard.
  13. Approval and Payment of Bills
A motion was made by Supervisor Joy, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio, to approve all bills for payment and authorize the transfer of $25,000 from the General Fund Checking account to the PLGIT Investment Fund account. This motion unanimously carried. 

14. Public Participation-none

15. Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Brennan, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio, carried by all, to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Kelly Handling
Secretary/Treasurer

