         South Manheim Township Board of Supervisors
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes
Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2025
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: South Manheim Township Municipal Office
Attendees:
· Supervisor John Brennan
· Supervisor Chris Ingaglio
· Supervisor Christy Joy
· Secretary Kelly Handling
· Road Master Corby Lewis
· Solicitor Shane Hobbs
A complete list of additional attendees is maintained on file at the municipal office.

1. Call to Order
Chairman Brennan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Approval of Minutes
Supervisor Brennan asked that September 2025 minutes be corrected, noting that Wayne Township did not attend the meeting with DEP mentioned under “Act 537, Unfinished Business.” A motion was made by Supervisor Brennan, seconded by Supervisor Joy, to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2025, regular meeting with the above change. The motion carried unanimously.

3. Persons to be Heard

Willaim Cairnes, 9 Sunset Drive was in attendance to discuss a problem in the Township specifically, heavy machinery, loud music, and light shining, especially on the roadway. Pam Johns, 1472 Summer Hill Road spoke about her concerns related to activity at 1480 Summer Hill Road. She explained that heavy machinery with lights were being used at 4-4:30 in the morning. She alleged that the commotion killed two of her deer. Mrs. Johns indicated that the lighting from 1480 Summer Hill Road is shining across the street on Brenda Ebling’s property. She noted that the music, machinery, etc. goes on all day and night, stating that she can’t open her window due to noise, dust & fumes. Mrs. Johns also alleged that the property owner at 1480 Summer Hill Road pulled her surveying pins out. She explained that she has extensive video coverage of the problem, however, the police do nothing and state, “It’s a Township problem.”  Secretary Handling noted that she believes PA DEP & Schuylkill Conservation District are attempting to set up a site visit due to earth moving activities on the property. Supervisor Brennan suggested Mrs. Johns submit her pictures and videos to the Conservation District. Supervisor Ingaglio noted there seems to be several issues. One is the dirt disturbance, the 2nd issue is noise, dust, etc. and the 3rd issue is possibly a civil issue if he’s trespassing and moving stakes. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all, authorization was given for Steve Moyer, ZEO to investigate the matter with consideration of  “quality of life & noise issues.” 
4. Road Report
Road Master Lewis presented his monthly report, which is attached becoming part of the office copy of the minutes. 
· Paving-Summer Hill Road: Upon motion of Supervisor Joy, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio, the decision made via phone poll on 9/11/25 to approve an additional 400 tons of blacktop for Summer Hill Road was ratified. This motion unanimously carried.
· Line Painting: Upon motion of Supervisor Joy, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio, authorization was given to contract with Alpha Space Control for line painting approximately 16 miles of roadway (double yellow) at a cost of .16/ ft for a total of $13,516.80. This motion unanimously carried.
· Gasoline Fuel Tank: Road Master Lewis provided prices for the installation of a gasoline tank at the municipal building. After a brief discussion the Board determined they would not proceed at this time.
· PSATS-Kalahari Expo:  Road Master Lewis reported that PSATS requested they bring their backhoe and sidewinder invention to the expo., noting that PSATS would reimburse the costs. The Board determined that they should not bring the actual equipment in case of inclement weather. 


5. Receipts & Treasurer’s Report
The October 1, 2025 Report of Receipts showed the following:
· General Fund Checking Receipts: 		$46,692.33
· PLIGIT Invest. Receipts (Earned Income): 	$38,356.09
The Treasurer’s Report as of October 1, 2025, indicated the following balances:
· General Fund Checking: $ 20,335.67
· General Fund Investment: $1,705,474.41
· Liquid Fuels Investment: $227,470.70
Total Balance in All Accounts: $1,953,280.78
September 2025 Interest Earnings:
· General Fund Checking (Mid-Penn): $53.35
· General Fund Investment (PLGIT): $5,737.76
· Liquid Fuels Account (PLGIT): $ 868.56
A motion to approve the Receipts and Treasurer’s Report was made by Supervisor Joy, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio. The motion carried unanimously.

6. Correspondence
The Board reviewed the following correspondence:

1) Kelly Handling, Tax Collector-tax collector’s remittance report for August 2025;
2) Two (2) Township Residents-Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, Two (2) residents’ requests for exemption from the 2025 South Manheim Township Per Capita tax was approved.  This motion unanimously carried.  A list of names will be kept on file in the Municipal Office.
3) PCMA-minutes and Treasurer’s Report to their 8/19/25 meeting;
4) NEPA-“NEPA Newslines,” Oct. 1, 2025 e-newsletter;
5) Berkheimer-notice that the 2023 State Wage Comparison is underway which helps identify and recover unpaid taxes from previous years;
6) PA Dept. of L & I-invitation to attend the upcoming “Unemployment Compensation Seminar,” Oct. 15, 2025;
7) PennDOT-“Innovation in Motion,” Oct. 1, 2025 e-newsletter;
8) PA DCED-September 2025, e-newsletter;
9) Sch. Conservation District-2025 fall edition of the “Seedling,” e-newsletter;
10) LTAP-information on upcoming educational opportunities;
11) Angela Toomey, Sch. Cty. Tax Claim Bureau-list of registered bidders for 9/25/25 Upset Sale;
12) Susan Smith, Sch. Cty. P & Z-request that municipalities take a blighted property survey;
13) South Sch. Unified-notice that Sch. Haven’s 17972 zip code will be honored by the Sch. Haven Post Office w/ a limited-edition commemorative postal cancellation stamp, featuring the official 275th Anniversary logo-will be available by request at post office counter from 9/17/25 thru 9/27/25;
14) Angela Toomey, Sch. Cty. Tax Claim-bidder list for September 2025 Upset Sale and request to respond w/ any landlord license revocations, etc.;
15) Angela Toomey, Sch. Cty. Tax Claim-additional bidder for bidder list, Sept. 2025 Upset Sale;
16) Senator Argall-September 12, 2025, e-newsletter;
17) Sch. COG-notice of upcoming COG meeting, 9/18/25, 7 p.m.;
18) Rep. Jamie Barton-“Capitol Report,” 9/12/25, e-newsletter;
19) South Sch. Unified-invitation to all Sch. Haven businesses and residents to join the St. Patrick’s Day Parade committee meeting on 9/17/25, 5 p.m.;
20) South Sch. Unified-notice of LTAP in person instructional session regarding Active Transportation for PA Communities;
21) LTAP-list of upcoming educational opportunities-Asphalt Road Maintenance & Midblock Crosswalk & Trail Crossing policy;
22) LTAP-in person instructional session regarding Active Transportation for PA Communities, Sch. Haven Senior Citizen Center, 340 Haven St., Sch. Haven, PA 17972;
23) NEPA-“NEPA Newslines,” Sept. 8, 2025 e-newsletter;
24) Senator Argall-Sept. 5, 2025, e-newsletter;
25) Rep. Jamie Barton-“Capitol Report,” Sept. 5, 2025, e-newsletter;
26) Susan Smith, Sch. Cty. P & Z-survey on Turtle Creek Valley COG session on shared code enforcement;
27) Susan Smith, Sch. Cty. Planning-thank you email for adopting the County Hazard Mitigation Plan;
28) PSATS CDL-“Monthly Member Update,” September 2025 e-newsletter;
29) PA Association of Boroughs-information on their online series, “Municipal Budgeting & Finance,” beginning 9/16/25;
30) Rep. Jamie Barton-information on free license plate replacement event, Sept. 3, 2025,at Orwigsburg Memorial building;
31) PSATS CDL Program-“Monthly Member Update,” August 2025;
32) Mosca Design-product flyer;
33) Carrot-Top Industries-product flyer, 2025 Catalog;
34) Susan Smith, Sch. Cty. Planning-invitation that municipalities, organizations, and residents along or near Route 209 corridor from Pottsville to Coaldale take part in the planning of the September 11th National Memorial Trail: Anthracite Connector;
35) Rep. Jamie Barton-“Capitol Report,” September 26, 2025, e-newsletter;
36) Plum Creek Municipal Authority-notice of special meeting to discuss next steps in the Act 537 Planning process on Tuesday, 10/7/25, 6 p.m. at the LWPOA basement meeting room;
37) PSATS-“News Bulletin,” September 2025 newsletter;
38) PMRS-2024 SOC 1 Type 2 audit report;
39) Senator Argall-September 19, 2025, e-newsletter;
40) Rep. Barton-“Capitol Report,” Sept. 19, 2025, e-newsletter;
41) Rep. Dan Meuser-September 20, 2025, e-newsletter;
42) David Bennett (via website)-invitation to get “your business” noticed on Google by setting up a Wikipedia page;
43) Office of Open Records-“Basics of the Right-to-Know,” webinar on 9/24/25;
44) Susan Smith, Sch. Cty. Planning-final reminder to pass the resolution adopting the Sch. County Hazard Mitigation Plan;
45) PSATS UC Group Trust-“UC Update,” September 2025, e-newsletter;
46) Jonas Crass, PA DCED-“Basics of Local Gov’t: Budget & Finance,” virtual training series;
47) PMRS-“Employer Quarterly Update,” September 2025 newsletter;
48) PA DCED-nominations open for 2026 Governor’s Awards;
49) Town Web Design-survey request on updated website;
50) Gary Bender, Sch. Cty. Administrator-request for final RSVPs for Sch. County Township Officials Convention;
51) Senator Argall-September 26, 2025, e-newsletter;
52) Janelle Wilde, Sch. County Conservation-inspection report from 9/24/25, on Bear Creek Rd. Project-no violations observed;
53) PSATS-“PSATS Morning News”, - Sept. 3, 2025 –Oct. 1, 2025.


7. Solicitor’s Report 
Solicitor Hobbs reported that he attended the hearing for 1922 Wynonah Drive (sewage violation) with Kevin Beyer of System’s Design Engineering. A bench warrant was issued. The father of the property owner called and noted he may pay the fine for him. The father was provided Solicitor Hobb’s phone number.
Solicitor Hobbs noted that Attorney Matt Rossi, in attendance, was representing Cody McMullen, who was requesting that his escrow for improvements be released. It was noted that Mr. McMullen had posted approximately $23,000.00 for improvements several years ago when he purchased property on Hill View Drive. The money is in escrow. Mr. McMullen is moving to South Carolina and therefore does not intend to build a home on the Hill View property. He is asking for the escrow (lot # 3) to be released. It was noted that there have been no improvements made on the lot and any future improvements will require permits. Lorraine Phillips, Planning Commission Secretary explained that the stipulation was added because normally the stormwater improvements would be put in by the subdivider. The subdivider in this case, Tim Bosack, did not want to do that therefore this stipulation was added as an alternative to ensure the improvements would get done. Solicitor Rossi noted that he was under the impression that it’s a private restriction (recorded on the deed) and not of interest to the Township. Attorney Rossi noted that Mr. Bosack is willing to sign off on it but would like something from the Township noting the matter is a private restriction and not of interest to the Township. Upon motion of Supervisor Joy, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio, a motion was made to instruct the escrow agent to release the funds. Solicitor Hobbs noted that he will write an opinion letter and draft an email to the Supervisors and Attorney Rossi detailing what took place. 

8. Planning and Zoning Commission
There was no Planning and Zoning Commission meeting in September as there was no business to discuss.

9. Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report
The ZEO report of System’s Design Engineering, for the period of August 17, 2025, through September 20, 2025, was reviewed. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, carried by all, this report was accepted as presented. A copy of this report is attached, becoming part of the office copy of the minutes.
10. Sewage Enforcement Officer’s Report
No sewage reports were received for September. 

10. Unfinished Business
· Act 537 Plan: The Township received a letter dated September 19, 2025 from PA DEP related to the Act 537 Plan. DEP is requiring entities to begin evaluating alternatives that would eliminate holding tanks from service and recommending a planning submission be prepared and submitted within 180 days. Solicitor Hobbs suggested that an extension may be possible. Resident Joe Haggerty, 642 Wynonah Drive, stated that Plum Creek will only have five or six meetings between now and when the plan submission is due. Plum Creek Municipal Authority will be holding a meeting, October 7, 2025. Resident Greg Mensch, 129 Aspen Drive, noted that he does not want people outside of Lake Wynonah to have to pay for it and asked whether people outside of Lake Wynonah would be affected. Supervisor Brennan noted that he could not answer that question. 
· Complaint 1-24-(616 Berne Drive): Solicitor Hobbs sent a letter dated June 16, 2025 providing the property owner with 45 days for corrective action. Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, authorization was given for Steve Moyer, ZEO to perform a site visit at 616 Berne Drive to assess the current status of the clean-up and recommend any further enforcement actions necessary. This motion unanimously carried.
· 762 Cheyenne Drive: The property owner has reached out to Marty Sowers of Light-Heigel requesting information on what actions needed to be taken. Solicitor Hobbs will follow up. 
· Complaint 3-24 (2148 Montana Drive): No update has been received.
· Complaint 3-25: Regarding water run-off onto 1235 Sch. Mountain Road, possibly related to timbering on property behind 1235 Sch. Mountain. The Conservation District reported that they determined the timber harvest was less than 1 acre and the project has been completed. The property owner was advised to put down straw mulch and seed. The Conservation District feels the issue has been satisfactorily addressed.
· Complaint 1-25: The issue was discussed during Persons to be Heard.

11. New Business
· Budget & Semi-Annual Road Tour Meeting: Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, the semi-annual road tour meeting was set for October 22, 2025, 3 p.m. and the budget workshop meeting was set for 11/5/25, 5:00 p.m. Included in this motion was authorization to advertise these meetings. This motion unanimously carried.
· Vol. Firefighter’s Relief Allocation: Upon motion of Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, the 2025 Volunteer Firefighter’s Relief funds of $21,787.18 will be allocated as follows: $11,787.18 will be allocated to Auburn Firemen’s Relief Association with the remainder of funds being split equally between, Landingville, Schuylkill Haven, and Wayne Townships’ Firemen’s Relief Associations. This motion unanimously carried.
      
12. Approval and Payment of Bills
A motion was made by Supervisor Brennan, seconded by Supervisor Ingaglio, to approve all bills for payment and authorize the transfer of $28,000 from the PLGIT Investment Fund account to the General Fund Checking account. This motion included the payment of $103,649.74 from the Liquid Fuels account to Pottsville Materials. Motion carried unanimously.    
[bookmark: _Hlk201759669]
13. Public Participation
· Lorraine Phillips: Thanked the Board for sending her to the NEPA reception.
· Greg Mensch: Suggested that because the Township has two dump trucks, they could utilize retired people who know how to weld to put barrels together to put on the trucks, noting that if there’s a mountain fire, they could be useful. Road Master Lewis responded that the rod crew had put in a couple of dry hydrants within the Township so that fire companies do not have to travel as far. The Board asked that Road Master Lewis scout out other lakes/ponds for dry hydrants for the budget meeting.

14. Adjournment
There being no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ingaglio, seconded by Supervisor Joy, to adjourn the meeting at 7:5401 p.m. The motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kelly Handling
Secretary/Treasurer

