
 

Regular Council Meeting November 6, 2023 

Mayor Stan Townsend called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. In attendance were Darwin Sietsema, Brian 

Baartman, and Chris McCurdy. Absent was Kathy Rupp. Also in attendance was Darrin Haroldson.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 

Minutes of the October meeting were approved by M/Baarman 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

Wastewater Supervisor, Darrin Haroldson gave the council his report for the month of October and answered 

the council’s questions. 

 

The October bills were presented and approved by M/Sietsema 2/Baartman/cd unanimously. 

 

A list of people owing for delinquent charges was presented to the council. A letter to each delinquent 

account was mailed on October 2, 2023, notifying them of the delinquent amount and unless paid will be 

certified on their property taxes as a Special Assessment. A total of two (2) properties will be assessed 

special assessments for delinquent charges. After discussion it was approved by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd 

unanimously with Resolution 2023-08 to certify to the Pipestone County Auditor any delinquent charges if 

not paid on or before November 15, 2023. 

 

The council approved to appoint Darwin Sietsema, Assistant Mayor by M/Baartman 2/McCurdy/cd. 

Sietsema abstained.  Council member Kathy Rupp stepped down from the Assistant Mayor position due to 

personal reasons. 

 

The council approved to appoint Attorney Glen Petersen a the Ruthton City Attorney by M/Baartman 

2/Sietsema/cd unanimously.  Ben Denton who was appointed as City Attorney left his practice in Pipestone 

and moved out of the area. 

 

The council approved to sign the VOTER Account Agreement that allows Pipestone County to retain all 

Voting Operations, Technology, & Election Resources (VOTER) Account Funds received from the State of 

Minnesota by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. Pipestone County currently administers the absentee 

and mail balloting for all precincts and pay for all maintenance for all election equipment utilized by the 

local units of government. 

 

The council approved to commit 6% or $15,000 towards grant with money coming out of the rehab account, 

to sign the Citizen Participation Plan, and approved for the mayor to sign the Final Preliminary Plan upon 

completion for the Small Cities Grant by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. by M/Baartman 2/McCurdy/cd. 

Rochelle VanderWoude 

Ruthton City Clerk/Treasurer 


