
 

Regular Council Meeting September 11, 2023 

Mayor Stan Townsend called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  In attendance were Kathy Rupp, Darwin Sietsema, 

Brian Baartman, and Chris McCurdy. Also in attendance were Jessica Foley and Darrin Haroldson. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 

Minutes of the August meeting were approved by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously.  

 

The council graciously accepted a donation of $62,000.00 from Aetna Township for assistance in purchasing a new 

fire truck with Resolution 2023-05 by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

The council graciously accepted a donation of $25,000.00 from Ellsborough Township for assistance in purchasing a 

new fire truck with Resolution 2023-05 by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

Jessica Foley from Development Services Inc. (DSI) with an update on the interest statements that were sent out. 27 

owner-occupied and four (4) rental interest statements were returned.  She recommended moving forward with the 

housing component along with the infrastructure portion of the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) grant 

preliminary application.  It was approved to move forward with the SCDP grant application by M/Baartman 

2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. 

 

Public Works Supervisor, Darrin Haroldson gave the council his report for the month of August and answered the 

council’s questions. 

 

Two (2) bids were received for the removal of three (3) Pine trees and one (1) Ash tree located at the City Cemetery, 

the removal of one (1) Box Elder tree located on Evans Street, the removal of one (1) Ash tree located on Leo 

Avenue, the removal of one (1) Ash tree located in the City Park, and the grinding of seven (7) stumps, along with the 

trimming of a row of Ash trees located by the Ballfield and a row of trees along Gilbertson Avenue. Bids were 

received from Serreyn Tree Service for $2,850.00 and from LaMote Tree Service for $3,100.00.  After discussion it 

was decided to accept the Serreyn Tree Service bid of $2,850.00 by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

Two (2) bids were received to replace the roof on the Bus Garage from Nick Spoelstra Construction for $14,000.00 

and from Reber Construction for $7,500.00. The materials bid for this project is $14,229.50 from Tinklenberg 

Lumber.  After discussion it was decided to accept the labor bid from Reber Construction for $7,500.00 and the 

Tinklenberg Lumber materials bid of $14,229.50 by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. 

 

Two (2) bids were received to repair and replace the roof of the big room at the Community Center from Nick 

Spoelstra Construction for $17,500.00 and from Reber Construction for $12,500.00. The materials bid for this project 

is $16,872.32 from Tinklenberg Lumber.  After discussion it was decided to accept the labor bid from Reber 

Construction for $12,500.00 and the Tinklenberg Lumber materials bid of $16,872.32 by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd 

unanimously. 

 

Fireman, Darrin Haroldson informed the council that the Fire Department has voted on Michelle Johnson onto the 

department.  The city approved by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. 

 

The August bills were presented and approved by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

The 2024 Police Contract was discussed. There is a $21.60 per resident increase.  The total cost shall not exceed 

$14,560.00. The city will be receiving a Public Safety Aid of $9,802.00 to assist with this increase.  After discussion 

it was approved to sign the 2024 Police Contract by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously. 

 

 



It was discussed and decided NOT to increase the utility rates for 2024 by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd unanimously. 

It was discussed and decided NOT to increase the Fee Schedule for 2024 by M/Baartman 2/McCurdy/cd 

unanimously.  

It was discussed and decided to increase the 2024 Levy 2% by M/Sietsema 2/Baartman/cd unanimously.        

The 2024 budget was approved by M/Sietsema 2/McCurdy/cd unanimously.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. by M/Baartman 2/Sietsema/cd. 

Rochelle VanderWoude 

Ruthton City Clerk/Treasurer 


