

Town of Porter Monthly Board Meeting 
August 17th, 2026 at 630pm,
Porter Town Hall, 8809 Wilder Road, Evansville, WI

Board Meeting attendance: Al Sweeney, Ryan Nelson, Carmen Franseen, Anne Remley-Haines, Randy Pickering, Stene Oakeson, Chad Larson, Tim Reed, Nick Viney, Mary Zimmerman, Ilene Axford, Lisa Imhoff, Bill Myhre, Caitlin Rutz, Cindy Johnson, Scott Johnson and Bob Fahey.
Pledge of Allegiance:
Call to order: @632pm
Citizen Input: Sheriff present and asked that residents watch for an influx of transient individuals traveling through Porter. Zimmerman asked if the speed and activity on Tolles Rd. could be monitored as a result of the road closures during this construction time. Zimmerman also stated that motorcycles are speeding on Tolles Rd. Sweeney also stated that grain delivery traffic is also forced down Tolles road or delivery becomes delayed. Rutz said the traffic increase is of concern on the south end of Tolles Rd. as well.   asked for board support for the planned Underground music event 8/29/26, on their Tolles road property. All parking will be off the road and a temporary alcoholic beverage license and bartender was obtained. Board approved. 
Zimmerman said there are 2 planned events in Cooksville on 9/2/26 and 9/12/26. The first event is at the Community Center and second event at the Brown Church.

Reading approval of last meeting minutes: Motion to approve as read by Nelson, Sec by Johnson-MC

Checks & deposits: Motion to accept as presented by Johnson, Sec by Nelson-MC

Treasurer's report: Motion to approve as presented by Nelson, Sec by Johnson-MC

Agenda items:
	Solar Farm update: Nelson updated attendees on the meetings concerning the 1000 ac, 170 mega/watt project and the Battery location for energy storage is yet to be placed. As a group, the 4 townships are looking at protecting the roads and a fire concern that could impact all the townships. Imhoff commented that the company does seem to want to work with all the townships and have yet to apply for the PSC application. Pickering said that Lakeside has 2 current solar farms in their districts. He said that if concerns are upfront, precautions can be set for the risks of fire. He said hopefully the battery containment will have sprinklers but if water is used, there is risk of environmental contamination. Pickering said there are 2 other fire containment chemicals. One is a gas that needs to be in the battery containment area. 2nd  is a foam application to fire but the chemical is $1000.00 per 5 gallons and would require a Millon dollar for the amount needed to contain a fire in the battery building. Jenson asked if the chemical falls into the PSAS list. Pickering said no but it is still environmentally hazardous. Jenson asked if Lakeside fire would go to bat for the townships asking the company to pay for the chemical if a fire occurs. Pickering said yes. Johnson askes if the hazard policies are the same as nuclear. Pickering said nuclear is federally regulated but the State regulates solar issues. Larson asked if Lakeside is equipped for a fire issue of this magnitude. Pickering said so far no. Oakeson gave the group a list of concerns.
	Data center discussion:  Oakeson has concerns of electrical lines and other worries. Oakeson has concerns about Data center issues in Porter and asked that the board considers a Moratorium.
	Alcivia Contract: Board signed to contract with 400 gallons of propane for the winter 26-27. 

Town Hall updates: Remley-Haines asked for assistance with trash and a battery change on the thermostat. 

Planning and Zoning updates: Imhoff asked for Board approval of the motion by the PC on the Myhre matter.  Motion by Imhoff to approve the minor land division and re-zone with the following conditions of a 5.5 ac parcel with the parent base of farm track 1.05 to become part of farm track 1.04 and then separate the 1.05 ac off and the clerk will not sign off until it is delineated on the map a building site and septic placement approved by the county, Sec Viney-MC
Motion by Johnson to approve the PC recommendations, Sec by Nelson-MC

		
Fire district updates: Pickering said Lakeside had a busy July with 235- 911 calls. Response time for paramedics was an average of 6.48 minutes, Budget to date if getting better and the grow your own paramedic program is doing well.
Fahey reported for Evansville fire and said the fire district board was presented with the current man power issues. Day shift is the concern. Options are to hire help and to hire a full-time day person in 2028-2029 as a fire chief. The open house had 2 potential individuals attended. The EFD calendars will have fliers asking for donations and the EFD is considering future ideas to increase manpower and monies.

Transportation updates: Sweeney asked for input or thoughts on the Fellow Rd. $5,500/mile seal coat completion. Larson asked if this in place of grader patching. Sweeney said possibly but grader patching is still needed in areas. Larson said now is a good time to make plans for next season and the road tour should evaluate options and what roads would qualify for the coating verse grader patching. Johnson agrees it is a good time for plan a, b, and c.
Sweeney offered road construction updates on N. Casey and Washington roads.
Sweeney asked for an update on the Stebbinsville culvert. Larson said the weather is delaying the installation.

Recycling Center Update: Reed states the new gate posts were installed.

Adjournment Motion by Johnson to adjourn at 740pm, sec by Nelson-MC
Posted 8/10/26


	
	
	



