Minutes of July 21, 2026
Town Board Meeting

Call meeting to order – Chair Payne called the meeting to order at 6:35. All board member were present except Supervisor McGowan-Merlin. Also present were Fire Chief Peterson, Fire Chief Russ, Fire Chief Wegner, Police Chief Leonard, Attorney Van Kleunen, Peter Murphy from One Energy Renewables, and others listed on the attached sheet

Verification of notice – Clerk/Treasurer Tanguay confirmed the meeting was properly noticed and posted.

Public comment – Sheila Palinkas spoke regarding EMS, the audit, and short-term rentals. 

Approval of Minutes from the June 16, 2026, meeting – Supervisor Graffin made a motion to approve the minutes. Supervisor DeGidio seconded the motion. The motion carried 4 – 0.

Fire Chief’s report – Chief Peterson had two paramedics who went to school, and one passed their exam. A blood drive at the station which had forty possible spots filled thirty-seven of those spots. Chief Peterson also mentioned that truck 8177 was due back from repairs next week. Chief Russ said that staffing is remaining pretty stagnant. When an officer leaves, they are getting one to replace them. Chief Russ said they responded out of their area seven times this month to assist other departments. Chief Russ also mentioned the fire at Breezy Knoll as well as the missing person at Sandy Beach which was their dive teams first deployment after being renewed. Chief Russ then addressed social media being negative and being based off opinion or hearsay rather than facts. Chief Russ then explained that the wrong Mabas card was pulled for the Breezy Knoll Fire. He also stated that one of the biggest misconceptions is that Lake Mills Fire will not work with Cambridge. Chief Russ told dispatch that they had pulled the wrong card and to redispatch the correct one. He got nothing. Chief Wegner realized that no tenders were going to the scene, so he got in his own and drove it there. Chief Patterson from Johnson Creek called and said they dispatched the wrong card do you want me to send a tender instead. It took 12 minutes to dispatch the correct card that Chief Russ asked for. Chief Russ went over times for the call next. Chief Russ then said that all public comments being give to board members should be vetted to see if they are factual or if they are opinions, fearmongering or creating a narrative. Chief Russ also mentioned that he had requested that Cambridge fire be dispatched as soon as they came on the radio. Chief Wegner heard that message on the radio. Cambridge Fire took a pass. Cambridge Fire has taken several passes. Fire departments back-staff to have coverage when they are aiding others at fires. Just because a station is closer does not mean they are going to get there faster. Chief Russ then addressed Facebook comments and their lack of facts. The question then came up about who decided to take a pass and what the ramifications are. Chief Wegner then described the process of making up Mabas cards. The pass creates a problem though the Mabas cards help to alleviate the problem. Comments on social media erode confidence in public safety. The comments need to be facts. If you want to argue facts, argue fact. If you want fiction, Chief Wegner suggests writing a book. Chief Wegner provided the transcript of the radio conversation. He said that citizens need to speak like adults and knock off the fear mongering that would lead to distrust of public safety. 

Police Chief Report- Police Chief Leonard said that it was really sad the way people were spreading misinformation regarding the work that the three fire chiefs and their staff do for the town. She said that she has eight part-time officers for the department after a period of being stretched pretty thin, Two officers attended DNR training for testing for drugs and alcohol while seated. Officers also attended DNR training to help them learn how to enforce the laws pertaining to boats. They are working on updating the boat. She hopes that the boat can be kept a couple more summers instead of having to buy a new boat. The grant from Enbridge is being used to buy items such as rescue discs, first aid equipment, life vests, etc. The boating officers are putting in a lot of time learning as the staff is new. They have put in a total of 122 hours between learning and boat patrol. The boat patrol has been enforcing slow, no-wake regulations in the morning. The boat patrol officers have new uniforms. With new, younger officers the jet ski is getting more water time. We are going to slowly rebuild the boating program as Chief Leonard mentioned that there are many things that could be better. Chief Leonard then introduced officer James Mosel who is new to the Town of Oakland.

Discussion and possible action on request by Ronald & Julie Botten for a Variance to allow for placement of a detached garage in an existing R-1 zone at a reduced set road setback at N4575 W Shore Place Road, parcel 022-0613-0644-036- Motion by Supervisor DeGidio to approve the request. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Drews. The motion carried 4-0.
.
Discussion and possible action on request by VJ Davis to rezone from A-1 to A-3 to create a 4.6-acre farm consolidation around existing house and outbuildings at W8752 US Highway 12 from parcel 022-0613-1634-000 & 022-0613-1631-000.- Motion made by Supervisor DeGidio to approve the request. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Drews. The motion carried 4-0.

Discussion and possible action on request by Kornstedt Farms LLC for conditional use to allow for a 6-Megawatt dual-use solar farm in an A-1 zone west of W8375 Hope Lake Road on parcels 022-0613-0322-000 and 022-0613-0323-000 – Chair Payne noted that this request had been in front of the planning committee and that a list of conditions drafter by our attorney and One Energy Renewables were on the table in front of board members. Peter Murphy then went through the presentation that had been shown to the Planning Commission. He mentioned that the owners of the land would like to use part of the ground to have flowers for their cut flower business. There was some discussion about the conditions that had been agreed on. Part of those conditions are a stormwater maintenance agreement and a road agreement which is still being worked on. An item will be added to the conditional use permit to show the land that will be used for cut flowers and how it will be used once no more flowers are being planted there. After discussion, a decision was made to include a Knox box at the site for the Fire and EMS to use during an emergency. Supervisor DeGidio made a motion to recommend approval of the conditional use permit with all the conditions presented and the additional condition of a Knox box being installed in a location that is acceptable to the Fire Department, and the landscaping plan depicting the location of the flower farming area and that when flower farming ceases in that area there will be plant pollinators installed within that area. Supervisor Graffin seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-1 with Supervisor Drews voting no.

Discussion and possible action on storm water agreement for Kornstedt farms solar farm – Chair Payne made a motion to approve the storm water maintenance agreement with the stipulation that the storm water plans be attached and be in a form acceptable to the town engineer. Chair Payne also noted that attorney and engineering fees incurred for the project would be reimbursed. Supervisor DeGidio seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0.

Discussion on Cambridge Fire and EMS Commission Audit and possible action on the Johnson Block work order – Attorney Van Kleunen said that Johnson Block has received a joint direction letter between the five municipalities that provides them all the documentation to perform the audit including directions and parameters to be used since documents were so sparse. Johnson Block is working on an engagement letter to get to the town to be put on the agenda for approval. Johnson Block can start the audit right away but will not release a final report until the engagement letter is signed. They hope to have the audit completed by mid-to-late August. Attorney Van Kleunen also stressed that the town is not the reason the audit has been held up. Getting the documents needed to perform the audit from the Fire Commission was exceedingly difficult and time-consuming. The line of credit information was received just a few weeks ago.  Baker-Tilly, the original firm contacted about doing the audit, later backed out due to the lack of all of the information needed to do a complete audit.  The final information delivered to Johnson Block showed that assets were greater than liabilities. No action was taken as the town waits for the engagement letter from Johnson Block.

Discussion and possible action on Resolution 2026-07 - Designating Bank First, Cambridge, Wisconsin As A Public Depository And Authorizing The Deposit And Withdrawal Of Public Monies – Chair Payne stated that we are naming Bank First as our bank to bring our resolutions up to date and we are changing check signers to bring the town into compliance with state statutes. Supervisor DeGidio made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-07 designate Bank First, Cambridge, Wisconsin as a public depository. Supervisor Drews seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0.

Discussion and possible action on RESOLUTION NO. 2026-1017 that Repeals RESOLUTION NO. 1017, and any other unnumbered resolutions that refer to check writing procedures and bank accounts, in their entirety - Supervisor DeGidio made a motion to accept resolution 2026-1017.  Supervisor Drews seconded. The motion carried 4-0.
Discussion and possible action on North Oakland Cemetery - Supervisor DeGidio made a motion to approve North Oakland Cemetery’s request for $1,300.00 to maintain the cemetery. Supervisor Graffin seconded. The motion carried 4-0.
Discussion and possible action on town Emergency Management Plan- Chair Payne mentioned that a couple of months ago we signed a resolution saying that we agreed to be a part of the county’s hazardous mitigation plan. We are also covered by the county’s Emergency Operations Plan. If we choose to have our own plan, we can but we are in no way excluded from the county plans. We have a plan, but it needs to be updated. The county has the correct contact numbers. The county also has a notification system. We will re-post the information on our website and have it available at election time.
Discussion and possible action on budget report – Clerk/Treasurer Tanguay went over some basics regarding the budget report and asked for questions regarding budget numbers. A decision was made to bring a budget report to the board once a quarter.

Enbridge update – Chair Payne stated that the last round of water sampling results is in. The Soil Vapor Extraction Plan has been postponed until 2027 due to an upgrade in piping and removing some contaminated soil which will be happening in the next few month. The DNR’s review of Enbridge’s site  investigation plan has been delayed one to two months. Chair Payne spoke with DNR project manager Caroline Rice who stated that Enbridge is in compliance with their regulatory obligations.

 Approval of disbursements- Supervisor Drews made a motion to approve check 2212 through 2306 for a total of 250,633.85. Supervisor DeGidio seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0.
 
Correspondence- Chief Peterson’s Fire Report, Severe weather alerts from Emergency management, the Village approved doing their portion of Potters Road.

Future Agenda Items – Continuation of cleaning up ordinances, road agreement for One Energy Renewables, short-term rental agreement

Public Comment – Comment from Ryan Terlisner about taxes in the town, solar farm, and Lake Ripley

Closed session regarding Ripview- Tabled for lack of information.

Next meeting date August 18, 2026
Adjournment-Supervisor DeGidio made a motion to adjourn. Chair Payne seconded the motion. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m.

Minutes written and submitted by 
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