Town of Howland                                                            Monday July 6, 2026

Howland Board of Selectperson’s Meeting 6:00pm.

Selectmen Present: Michael Sereyko, Sandra Lindsay, Eric St. Cyr, Glenn Brawn and Priscilla Clark.

Others Present: David Lloyd, Town Manager, Kimberly Soucier, Recording Secretary

Accept the minutes of June 15, 2026; A motion was made by Ms. Clark seconded by Mr. St. Cyr to accept the minutes from the last meeting as printed and place them on file; motion carried.  
	
	Town
· Research the pros and cons of a full town revaluation and bring information to the board for future discussion.
· Consider and discuss future property tax strategies, including consolidation of services, as the year progresses.
· Assign a garden bed to interested individuals as they become available, and work on creating a sign for the community garden.
Appointments: 
A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Lindsay to appoint Mr. Brawn as Chairman for FY2027; there being no other nominations to come before the Board, the motion carried.  
A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Clark to appoint Ms. Lindsay as Vice Chairman for FY2027; there being no other nominations to come before the Board, the motion carried.  
A motion was made by Ms. Lindsay seconded by Mr. Sereyko to accept the Roberts Rules of Order for all meetings and procedures for FY27; unanimous vote.
Any changes to the agenda: None
Public comment/questions: Ms. Phillips was present at the meeting stating that she put in her abatement application for her property taxes and the 30-day notice is soon to expire.  Ms. Phillips asked the board where they were at if a decision is going to be made.  The board informed Ms. Phillips that no decision has been made.  It was stated once the 30 day notice is up the board does not have to make a decision, as required by state law. The application will now proceed to Superior Court.  The board agreed to move this discussion into executive session.  A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Clark to go into executive session on Title#1 MRS§405 (6) (A-1) abatement discussion; motion carried and the board went in session at 6:12pm.  The board reconvened at 6:28pm.  A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Lindsay to go back into regular session; unanimous vote.  No action was taken discussion only.  
Old Business: None
A motion was made by Mr. Sereyko seconded by Ms. Lindsay to go into executive session Title #1 MRS§405 (6) (C) economic development: motion carried and the board went in session at 6:30pm.  The board reconvened at 7:06pm.  A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded Ms. Clark to go back into regular session; unanimous vote.  There was no action at this time. 
A motion was made by Ms. Clark seconded by Mr. Sereyko  to approve the following nominations for Board of Appeals: Phillip Dawson, Christopher Thompson, Royce Smith; unanimous vote.  
A motion was made by Ms. Lindsay seconded by Mr. Sereyko to appoint David Lloyd as Town of Howland’s Tax Collector & Treasurer for FY 2027; unanimous vote. 
Fire District Director & Alternate Director nominations:  A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Lindsay to appoint Mr. Arrants as Fire District Director for 7/1/2026 to 6/30/2028.  A motion was made by Mr. Sereyko seconded by Ms. Clark to appoint Christian Ireland as Fire District Director for 7/1/2026 to 6/30/2028. There being no other nominations, a vote was called for the first motion; motion carried 4/1 vote with Mr. Sereyko voting against.  A motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Mr. Sereyko to appoint Ms. Clark as Fire District Alternate Director for 7/1/2026 to 6/30/2028; motion carried. 
Report of the Chairman & Board:
The board chair suggested going forward have the Chairman and board together for discussion and alternating discussion leadership to ensure all members have an opportunity to contribute.  Chairman Brawn raised concerns about the town's sliding certified tax ratio, suggesting the need for research into a potential full property revaluation. The Board discussed the impact of the housing market changes on local property values, noting that out-of-town buyers with more buying power have driven up prices. Chairman Brawn mentioned speaking with a political candidate about tax concerns and suggested exploring service consolidation, particularly regarding schools, as a potential solution. The Board will do some research to bring ideas to the table for discussion to build up the town’s population and businesses to help in reducing the tax base.  
 
Ms. Clark discussed the community garden project, which currently has 15 beds including both private and community plots, with over 20 volunteers involved in maintenance and planting. Ms. Garron inquired about the process for reserving garden plots, Ms. Clark explained that interested parties should contact her directly as all current boxes are full but additional materials are available for building more plots. Also wanted to thank the PW’s for helping in spreading the wood chips with the towns skid steer.  Ms. Clark wanted to congratulate the new Chairman and Vice Chairman for their seats.  Ms. Clark also wanted to thank Mr. Sereyko for his time serving as Chairman of the board with all the time he has put in.  Also wanted to thank Mr. Sereyko for being a good citizen relating to doing the work up to the cemetery on stones, refurbishing the playground and building the new canopies at the memorial park and playground.  Your work is so appreciated, and it hasn’t gone unnoticed, with the board agreeing.  
	


Manager Report: Nothing to report currently. 
	


Future agenda items. Board to do some research on bringing businesses to the area to help with the tax base along with consolidation of services, keep discussion ongoing.  
A motion was made Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Clark to proceed into executive session Title #1 MRS§405 (6) (C) economic development; motion carried and the board went in session at 7:26pm.  The board reconvened at 7:49pm. A motion was made by Ms. Lindsay seconded by Ms. Clark to go back into regular session; unanimous vote.  There was no action at this time.  
		


Motion to Adjourn: There being no further business to come before the meeting, a motion was made by Mr. St. Cyr seconded by Ms. Clark to adjourn: unanimous vote and adjourned at 7:50pm. 




                                                                                       _______________________________
                                                                                        Recording Secretary



















	

	
	
	

	




	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	

	
	



	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	







	

	

		   
	

	





	



                                  

