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HIRAM TOWNSHIP  
5895 – 36th STREET N.W.
 AKELEY, MN 56433
HIRAM TOWNSHIP MEETING MINUTES
September 9, 2025

Regular scheduled meeting of the month was called to order on Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at 9:30 am.

Pledge of Allegiance recited.

Present:  Jim McGill, Dave Morris,  Jim Zierhut,  Shelly Ganz and Mary Olson 

Guests:  Rich Blomme, Jon Bohn, Bill Hanley, Jerre Petersen, Craig Seibert, Karla Seibert, Wendy Holsapple, Nancy Gangelhoff and Jon Gangelhoff

M/S/P:  McGill/Zierhut to approve regular Township Meeting Minutes from 
August 12, 2025 with a minor correction.  Motion carried.

M/S/P:  McGill/Morris to approve the minutes from the Special Meeting held on August 20, 2025.  Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  Discussion regarding the Northern Star Propane contract for the 2026 season.  M/S/P:  Zierhut/Morris to approve Northern Star Propane contract for prepay minimum payment of $400.00 at $1.84/gallon.  Motion carried.
Discussion to post a sign at Hiram Township banning guns on premises/grounds.  
M/S/P:  McGill/Zierhut to approve the purchase of a sign and posting on property the banning of guns.  Motion carried.
Discussion regarding the 2026 Levy Certification.  The information needs to be completed on the Certification form and returned to the Cass County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office on or before September 30, 2025.  Levy was approved at the Annual Meeting held on March 11, 2025.  A discussion by the Township Board to hold a Public Forum meeting to discuss Forseman Point Drive N.W.  Letters will be mailed out to the residents around Forseman Point Drive N.W. and Fernhurst Drive N.W.  Included with the letter, will be a survey requesting residents to write down and provide their concerns to the Township Board. 
The meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, September 30, 2025 at 6:30 pm at the Hiram Township Hall.  M/S/P:  to approve a Public Forum meeting on September 30, 2025 
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6:30 pm at the Hiram Township Hall to discuss Forseman Point Drive N.W., Hackensack, MN.  Motion carried.
Supervisor McGill reached out to Sourcewell regarding information on available funding for office equipment.  Sourcewell has grant funds available to assist local government in developing and funding projects.  Supervisor McGill provided the Board with a Project Equipment List to submit along with a required prepared Resolution for Sourcewell.    The approximate total cost of the equipment is $9,234.82 with a 75% match grant from Sourcewell.  The remaining 25% would be Hiram Township’s approximate cost of $2,308.71. The grant application is due on September 24, 2025.  Hiram Township should find out the results of the grant approval in the beginning of November, 2025.  M/S/P:  McGill/Morris to approve the Resolution and equipment list presented from Supervisor McGill for the submission of a request for grant funds available through Sourcewell.   Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
M/S/P:  Morris/McGill to approve Treasurer’s report as presented:  Beginning 
Balance:  $414,552.24, Receipts: $13,160.08, Expenses: $15,882.62, CD Adjustment of   
$+267.36.  Current Balance:  $412,097.76.  Motion carried.  M/S/P:  Morris/McGill to approve transfer of $50,000.00 into a Mutual Money Market Fund.  Motion carried.

SUPERVISORS REPORTS
Supervisor McGill – discussed the excepting of the Township Clerk’s resignation, McGill reached out to the former Township Clerk and past applicants to fill this position.  McGill spoke with applicant Carla Baker regarding the position and Ms. Baker accepted.  The compensation will be as follows:  the current Township Clerk will receive pay for attending the regular monthly meeting; with the monthly salary being pro-rated and divided between the current Clerk and the Deputy Clerk/Treasurer in the interim of the new hire starting on October 1, 2025.  Ms. Baker will receive a stipend of the regular hourly rate for training with the Deputy Clerk/Treasurer.  M/S/P:  McGill/Zierhut to approve the hire of Carla Baker as the new Hiram Township clerk starting pay at the Clerk’s salary on October 1, 2025; receiving a stipend hourly rate during the remaining month of September, 2025 for training hours with the Deputy Clerk/Treasurer.  Motion carried. 

A group of concerned citizens residing along Forseman Point Drive addressed the Board with a concerns regarding the maintenance of the road.  Supervisor McGill informed them that a Public Forum Meeting well be scheduled on September 30, 2025 at 6:30 pm. and that a letter will be mailed out with a survey to be completed by the residents to provide their concerns and feedback for discussion at the meeting.  A road survey that was completed on Forseman Point Drive was provided for review and will be posted on Hiram’s website.   
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Supervisor Zierhut will reach out to Ron Bray, WSB Engineering to request his attendance at the Spetember 30, 2025 meeting to help with answering questions and concerns residents may have.  Finalization of the office desk needs to be completed by September 15, 2025.  Supervisor McGill provided Formica samples for the top of the desks.

Supervisor Zierhut:  Spoke with Jim Etzel regarding weed control in the ditches.  Nothing will be done this year.  Will attack the problem in the Spring of 2026.  

Supervisor Morris:  would like to sell the old Township property as quickly as we can.  Morris reached out to Jeff Woodford regarding two septics on the property, was informed it was not necessary; only needed with new construction.    

CLAIMS:  
M/S/P:  McGill/Morris to approve the claims as presented 18 checks, 6784-6801, one voided check #6689, Two Electronic Funds Transfer $21,754.83.   Motion carried

ADDITONAL ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:  Cass County Association of Townships Annual Conference scheduled for October 2, 2025.  Ribbon cutting for new Townhall was held after the meeting.

M/S/P:  McGill/Morris to adjourn meeting at 11:09 am.  Motion carried. 
 

_______________________________________		------------------------------------------------
Supervisor Signature					Date


______________________________________		------------------------------------------------
Township Clerk					Date
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