HIRAM TOWNSHIP
5895 ~ 36" STREET N.W,
AKELEY, MN 56433
HIRAM TOWNSHIP MEETING MINUTES
August 12, 2025

Regular scheduled meeting of the month was called to order on Tuesday, August 12, 2025
At 9:30 am.

Pledge of Allegiance recited,
Present. Jimn MeGill, Dave Merris, [im Zierhut, Shelly Ganzand Mary Olson

Guests: Al Linberger, Bob Horn, Rich Blomme, Craig Seibert, Jon Boln, Bill Hlanley, Jerre
Petersen, Karl Ann Petersen, Ralph Nl fim Btzel, Charlic Swenaon

M/S/P: Morris/Zierhut to approve regular Township Meeting Minutes from
July 8, 2025 with a minor correction. Mution carvied.

M/S/P: MeGill/Zierhut to approve Special Mecting, Minates from july 26, 2025 with minor
carrections, Motion carried,

NEW BUSINESS: Sale of old Townhall Bailding, MeGHLspoke with Attorney Steve Baker
regardimg the possibility ot selling the old Town Hall building Mr. Baker will work on
providing an-estimate of what the legal fees will be selting the property without a realtor and
alsn using & realtor, As of the date of this mecting, MeGill has not heard back trom Mr. Baker
on this matter. Mr. Baker did inform the Board that if the Township sells the property o
disclostire statement woltld have o be provided as well as sccuring any waivers needed.
Supervisor Mogris informed the Board that this time of voar is prine setiingg fime and he feels
the Board should make a decision soon Supseyisor Moers eached oot to Jeth Woodwand,
Cass County Envizonmental Seevices, regarding the outhouse focated on the old Township
property. Morrs intormed the Board that Mr Woodward stated Hiram sould not need an
inspection on thi pathouse, Howeyer, Hiram would need 1o obtin and complere a Septic
Abandetiment torm. My Woodward advised to disclise the outhouse: and that there s no
halding tank. Moving the outhouse with] just eguiee (ng io e Bole Supervisor MeGill
statedd that the question that needed 1o be arvavered s with the sale of the land and building,
i sile evaluation needed that will accotmodate Byo septic sestems, Morrels will contact



Hiram Township Mecting
Augusi 12, 2025
Page Two

Mr. Woodward regasding this matter. Superyisor MeGill agreod with Morris regarding the
faet this is the right tine of year 1o sell. MeGill also teels that more information is needed and
that next Spring would be a better ime without teeling rushed to sell. Northern Star Propane
contract- was preserted for reneswal and signature for the npeoming year, Sawyer Timber
wanted to use Variety Take Dave to haul several loads of pulp. | liram Township was not
comfortable with Sawyer Timber hauling across Variety Lake Prive. Portion of this road
goes through o wetland area. Hiram Township established a contract agreement to be signed
by Sawyer Timbier to be responsible forany damage to the road made by Sawyer Timber due
to hauling, Supervisor Zierhut discovered thal Cass Connly requires Sawyer Timber to fake
the road out to the west which is through the Forest Road oot 1o County Road 41, Superyisor
Zierhut presented Sawves Timber with Hiram Townships contract agreement to sign, Sawyer
Timber decided to use the route tor hauling put forth by Cass County. Sawyer Timber will
ot be signing the contract agreement and their lauling on Variety Like Drive will not bean
gssue, Superviser MeGill provided informabion on the Minnesata Statote T81.9446 barned
Sick and Sate Time. Thin topic of Information will be discussed ol o latune meeting,

TREASURER'S REJ'ORT:

M/S/P: Morrig/MceGill to approve Treasurer's report as presented: Beginning
Balance: $477,732.98, Receipts: $55,153.47, Expenses: 8118,237.27, CD Adjustment of
$-96.24. Current Balance: $414,552.94. Motion carried.

SUPERVISORS REPORTS

Supeérvisor McGill — Minnesola Association af Townships District 11 Meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, Augmst 27 at 6:00 pm at the Arvig Watker Area Community Center, Walker,
MN. Al Supervisors will be attending, MeGill reached vut toa former contact with the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture regarding the chemical chaparral tor weed control.
MeGill was infarmed that any ty pe of sprayimg tor weeds should be done next vear as
opposed 1o this vear. Hiram has been mowing ditches to keep the weeds down, Tiin Etzel
addressed the Board regarding this chemmical and stated that contrary (o the information
Supervisor MeGill received the chemical 1s harminl. Mr. Ftzel suggested the Township pull
the weed, replace it with prairie Hower seeds and tative plants, Continue 1o mow and sedd.
Spring time fs the best time to cut the weeds and spread the seeds, Once the sotl starts to
improve, the fowers and plonts will start to take over, Supervisor Mol requested Mr
Etzel develop a “eheat sheet” to help sith developing i conrse of action and educate the
Township residents on what to look tor and how (o prevent the spread of the weeds, Buck
thorn has been a big issue; as they turn into trees. Supervisor Morris supgested
experimenting on a nap weed for stavting the elinunation process Lor next yeat Supervisor
MeGill would like to send an intornwal mformational letter to residents of Hiram Township in
Spring of 2025 educating them on weed control. Mr. Etzel staled that he would be willing to
attend a future meeting sharing this Information with residents.

M/S/P: Morris/McGill ta approve Jim Etzel ta identify theee patches 80-100 square feet
and order seed to measure success for next summer weed control. Motion carried.
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A proap of concerned citizens residing along Forsersan Point Deye presented the Board with
a putition requesting the Board to stop any addittonal class five or yoad base material being
added close W takesioe homes, grassy dreas and neat deiveysay enlies, Resident mguired
about caleium chlionde betng apraved inthe ditches. Superyivor Moros mtormed the
resident that Fliram bos ool sprayed this preoduet in the Last four sears, Superviser MeGill
thanked the restdents for attending the meeting and stated that (he Board would taks all their
concerns under advisemen|

Supervisor Zierhut : Supervisor Zierhut attended the Hasca-Mantrap Electrie Cooperative:
Powered Up Energy Solar Solutions on Friday, August 8, 2025 The benetits of solar power
would not be cost effective, wonld be o very expensive start-up and e 3 tas break will be
elimanated al the end of this vear. Supervisor Ziethul saggestod Hhat ham contact o
sHrvevor o get an estimale on the cost to surviery. the road (0 feoml of Jevne Peterson’s property
an Faresman Point Road; as wall as coptact the County Engioeot loesome gabdance on this
matker, M/S/P: MeGill/Morris for the approval of a survey for the road in front of Jerre
Peterson’s property. Motion carried,

Supervisor Morris: Stpervisor Morris attended the Varfanee moeeting hor Michael Coughilin,
PID #16-385-0030 on July 14, 2025 for the construction ofan Accessory Plwelling Uinit. Cass
County approved vartance Supervison Moeris attended the Dimergeney Managemend
MeeEng on July 22, 2025 There was no signibcant damage i Huoam Township from the
June 71, 2025 storm. Cass County total damage was estinuted o WAL, Sourcewel] has
money available for Townships needing certamn equipment. ©lerk Clson informed the Board
that a new copier is toeded; the old ome s nol working A completid application is needed
lor funds to be approved, Hicam Township board will disewss vy equipment needed at a
later seheduled meeting, Cass County is trying to secure funds for o new droan to be used by
Hie Cass County Sherrill's department. NOAH is o new application for weather notitications.,
Anuther emergency training is poing to be scheduled in Ping River  Phis training will be six
howrs. Volunteers are aeeded. Food will be proyvided.

CLAIMS:
M/5/P: MeGill/Murris to approve the claims as presented 19 checks, H764-6782, Two
Electronic Funds Transfer 514,512.87, Motion carried

Treasurer Ganz informed the Board that the tntermet service o e old Townhall boilding has
been cancelled.

CLOSED MEETING AT 11:35: The Board convened iy close session o pey ew the advise of
legal counsel regarding the Petersen matter. Regular meehing reconvened at 1201 pm.

M/S/1: Ziethut/MeGill to adjourn mecting at 1201 pm. Molion carried.
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