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HILLSBORO

WISCONSIN




__________________________________________________________________________________
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES

TUESDAY, July 9, 2024
Mayor Greg Kubarski called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 7:02 PM on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Committee members present at the time the meeting was called to order were Leanne Beyer, Pat Moen, Darrow Novy, Liz Parish, Randy Seeley, and Rick Hanke. Tom Hotek and Mark Lankey were not present.  
Others present included: City Administrator Josh Finch, Police Chief Pat Clark, Administrative Associate Sara McDonald, Nicolette Nauman of the Hillsboro Sentry Enterprise, Mike Burch from the Streets Department, and Jacqueline Pysarenko Hillsboro Librarian. Several Hillsboro citizens were also in attendance.
Mayor Kubarski asked if this meeting received proper public notice to which City Administrator Finch confirmed the meeting did receive proper notice. 
Motion by Hanke, second by Beyer, to approve the June 11, 2024, Committee of a Whole meeting minutes. Motion carried.
Registered Public Comment

Hillsboro Citizens Michelle Rice, Sharyn Richardson, Paul Richardson, Shawn Kuester, and Jim Rice spoke of concerns regarding Habitat for Humanity Development. Former Hillsboro Citizen Allen Joseph spoke towards a praise of the Habitat choice. Hillsboro Citizen Monica Stenerson brought about concerns surrounding dog bites/control/registration within the City. Hillsboro Citizen Jessica Coens brought forth concerns on the water quality and safety at her residence in town. 
Safety and Welfare
Chief Clark presented the Police Chief’s Report. Hillsboro Police Department received 209 calls in the previous month. Chief Clark showed an increase from 5 to 35 traffic stops in the last month and notated how they’ve been noticed more in town to curb speeding. The new squad is in town and fitted. A radio transmission issue should be resolved soon, and the vehicle will be operational. Officer Kiel has almost completed all his field training and is working independently with overlapping hours among Chief Clark and Sergeant Kucinsky. Chief Clark noted there were 9 animal calls and the processes in place to curb these with owner responsibility. 
Randy Seeley brought up a possible ordinance change requiring dogs to be on a leash in owners yards.
Improvements and Services
Administrator Finch provided an update on the 2024 Road Construction Project, completed 06/13/2024-06/14/2024. Areas covered were all of Washington Avenue, Prairie and Pine between Mechanic and Mill Streets. Curb and gutter repair was also completed along Washington Avenue during this period as well as a ‘V’ shape slope on the road to assist in water runoff and snow removal. 
Administrator Finch provided an update on the Trains. There was discussion amongst the Council to work on possible options to get this completed. Novy expressed a desire to continue working with Zieman and Roehling. Seeley would like to attempt a partnership with Kouba if it would be a quicker turn around and completion. 
Administrator Finch provided an update on the Baraboo River Cleanup. He had contacted several nearby municipalities for information. Discussion around looking for funding, organizations to assist, and possible involvement by Representative Tony Kurtz. Finch will work on a possible RFP (request for proposal) on the issue. 
Administrator Finch brought about discussion on a possible Housing Improvement Program. This program would be used to assist Hillsboro citizens in owner occupied housing in home improvements. Beyer asked if Finch could reach out to similar municipalities to see if/what programs they do and report back to the council. 

Finance and Personnel

The committee reviewed the bills and recommended the bills for Council approval for the Council Meeting July 15,2024.
City Administrator Finch presented his monthly report which included updates on the pool and a possible need for a seasonal Street Department employee.
Jacqueline Pysarenko gave an update on the Hillsboro Public Library including budget preparation and answering of questions. 
Administrator Finch provided and reviewed a timeline for the 2025 City of Hillsboro budget. 

Motion by Beyer, second by Moen to adjourn at 9:16  PM. Motion carried.
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