VILLAGE OF ELMWOOD
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 13, 2026 – 7:00 p.m.
Elmwood Village Auditorium – 323 W. Winter Avenue
NOTE: APPROVED MINUTES
1. Call to Order
Village President Neil Boltik called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
a) Roll Call – Board members present: President Neil Boltik - Trustees: Pam Marson, Mike Burke, Jim Schwebach, Jason Severson, Mark Wolf, and Paul Unser.
Absent: None
Staff present: Holly Malaszuk, Clerk/Treasurer; Miranda Danzeisen, Deputy Clerk; Nathen Nelson; Public Works Assistant, Darren Ekholm; Chief of Police
b) Public Present: Amy Bechel, Ted Young, Faye Young, Noah Shuman, Bill Young, Kaleb Meyer, Brock Megen, Andrew Young, Angie Shuman, Brandi Gregory; Village Realtor, Peter Curtin; Financial Advisor with Ehlers, attended remotely via Microsoft Teams.
c) The meeting was noted in compliance with the Open Meeting Law.
d) Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

2. Open Regular Board Meeting
The regular monthly meeting of the Village of Elmwood Board of Trustees was opened.

3.  Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Paul Unser, seconded by Mark Wolf, to approve the minutes of the June Board Meeting.
Voice vote. Motion carried.

Motion by Paul Unser, seconded by Neil Boltik, to approve the minutes of the Special Board Meeting that was held on July 8, 2026.
Voice vote. Motion carried.

4. Public Comment (Non-Agenda Items)
None

5. Community Groups – Enrichment Council/Community Club/American Legion
Enrichment Council – 
Amy Bechel, on behalf of the Community Club, reported that UFO Days was ten days away and preparations were on schedule. She also stated that volunteers were still needed for the food tent and souvenir stand.
(No action taken.)

6. 2026 Water Rate Application – Public Service Commission
Peter Curtin, Financial Advisor with Ehlers, presented Phase 2 of the 2026 Water Rate Study via Microsoft Teams. The presentation reviewed the completed Public Service Commission (PSC) Conventional Rate Case (CRC) application, updated financial projections, projected rate impacts, and the estimated timeline for the PSC review process. Peter Curtin explained that the Village previously received correspondence from the PSC stating that if the Village did not file a Test Year 2026 CRC application, the PSC could initiate its own rate case with limited Village input while the Village would still be responsible for the associated costs. He also explained that the estimated 33.32% rate increase presented during Phase 1 had been updated to a recommended 36.09% rate increase after completing the PSC application and normalizing reservoir maintenance costs.

Motion by Mark Wolf, seconded by Jason Severson, to authorize Ehlers to file the Test Year 2026 Conventional Rate Case application with the Public Service Commission as presented.
Roll call vote. Motion carried.

7. Sundquist Garage – Zoning Board Recommendation and Certified Survey Map
Discussion occurred regarding the Zoning Board's recommendation for the proposed garage at 319 S. Main Street. Paul Unser explained that the existing garage is currently located near the alley and that the proposed garage would remain in the same location along the alley while allowing an addition to extend toward the house. The Zoning Board recommended approval with the condition that the new garage would not extend any closer to the alley than the existing structure.

Motion by Neil Boltik, seconded by Jason Severson, to approve the Zoning Board recommendation and Certified Survey Map as presented.
Roll call vote. Motion carried.

8. UFO Days Fireworks Applications
Motion by Jim Schwebach, seconded by Mike Burke, to approve the fireworks application as submitted.
Voice vote. Motion carried.

9. New Operator's Licenses
Discussion occurred regarding new operator's license applications for Jean Fife and Nicole Schoeder.

Motion by Paul Unser, seconded by Jason Severson, to approve the operator's license applications as presented.
Voice vote. Motion Carried.

10. Business and Operator's License Renewals
Discussion occurred regarding the business and operator's license renewals for Kern's Hometown Café LLC, La Veracruzana, and their employees.
Motion by Paul Unser, seconded by Jim Schwebach, to approve the business and operator's license renewals as presented.
Voice vote. Motion carried.
11. Sidewalk Replacement – 222 S. Scott Street
Discussion occurred regarding the sidewalk replacement at 222 S. Scott Street following the removal of a tree that damaged the sidewalk.

Motion by Paul Unser, seconded by Neil Boltik, to refer the matter to the Personnel & Finance Committee with authority to make a decision.
Voice vote. Motion carried.

12. Eau Galle Fishing Team – National Competition Fundraising
Teddy Young, Director of the Eau Galle Valley Fishing Club, introduced the organization and explained that it serves youth from Hudson, Prescott, Eau Claire, Menomonie, and surrounding communities. He stated that the club's goal is to make competitive fishing affordable for families without charging membership dues. The organization is a nonprofit and, in its first year, qualified six youth anglers to compete at the national championship in Tennessee, three participants from Elmwood. The club requested a donation to assist with travel expenses.

Motion by Jim Schwebach, seconded by Jason Severson, to donate $500 to the Eau Galle Valley Fishing Club.
Voice vote. Motion carried.

13. Elmwood Public Library – Handicap Parking
Discussion occurred regarding handicap parking at the Elmwood Public Library. Questions were raised regarding whether Wisconsin DOT approval would be required because the parking area is located along State Highway 72. Concerns were also expressed that modifying the sidewalk could create drainage issues affecting nearby buildings. Mike Burke stated he would discuss the matter with the State and report back to the Board.
The item was tabled. No action was taken.

14. Water Drainage Concerns – 119 S. Woodman Street
Discussion occurred regarding drainage concerns at 119 S. Woodman Street. It was reported that water drains toward the residence and into the basement during heavy rainfall. The Board discussed referring the matter to the appropriate committee for further review, noting the issue has existed for many years.
The item was referred to a committee for further review. No action was taken.

15. Committee Reports
Public Works – Nathen Nelson reported that Public Works worked with Automatic Systems to restore communication between the Village wells, removed several trees in preparation for the sidewalk replacement at 222 S. Scott Street, and obtained quotes for lighting upgrades in the bowling alley, dining room, and Village Office. Additional work included continued weed spraying throughout the Village, street sweeping following rainfall, assisting PiercePepin in setting up Wi-Fi for UFO Days, and installing the TV and camera in the dining room for meetings.
Police Report – Chief Darren Ekholm reported that the Elmwood Police Department responded to 61 calls for service during the month of June, while the Pierce County Sheriff's Office responded to 13 calls for service within the Village. Additional updates included attending the Pierce County law enforcement chiefs meeting, providing a presentation to the Elmwood High School driver's education class, attending First Appearance Court hearings, and issuing three citations during the month.
Clerk/Treasurer – Holly Malaszuk reported that she completed gathering quotes for the auditorium floor project, continued preparations for the August 11 election, attended Open Records Request Training, met with TownWeb to begin development of the Village's new website, and held a second meeting with Ehlers regarding the water rate study.
Library – None
16. Payment of Bills
Motion by Neil Boltik, seconded by Pam Marson, to approve payment of the bills.
Voice vote. Motion carried.

17. Closed Session – Nursing Home Property
Motion by Jim Schwebach, seconded by Paul Unser, to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(e) for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the sale of public property regarding the nursing home property.
Each Board member voted "Aye." Motion carried.
The Board convened into closed session at 7:59 p.m.

18. Reconvene Into Open Session
Motion by Jason Severson, seconded by Paul Unser, to reconvene into open session.
Voice vote. Motion carried.
The Board reconvened into open session at 8:11 p.m.
Discussion occurred regarding an offer received on the nursing home property. No action was taken.

19. Adjournment
Motion by Paul Unser, seconded by Jim Schwebach, to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m.


Respectfully Submitted
Holly R. Malaszuk
Clerk/Treasurer



