Village of Elmira Heights
215 Elmwood Ave., Elmira Heights, NY
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
September 1, 2026
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER & ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance and called the meeting to order at 7:11 PM at the Elmira Heights Village Hall. Those Village Board members in attendance and constituting a quorum were: Mayor Smith; and Trustees Patelunas, Aiosa, Fuhlhage, & Churches

Others Present: Clerk Martone, Police Sergeant Morrell, Fire Chief Sabatini, CEO Mein, and Superintendent Vanderhoff

Public Present: None


PROCEEDINGS:

1. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to resolve to accept the minutes of the August 4, 2026 Board Meeting.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	[bookmark: _Hlk196741013]Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



2. Trustee Aiosa made a motion to approve audit #4 in the amount of $197,774.15 claim numbers 153-195, check numbers 24400 - 27355.
Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



3. Department Official Remarks

Police Sergeant Morrell read his report.

Fire Chief Sabatini read his report. 
	Fire Chief Sabatini wanted to let everyone know that the Elmira Heights Fire Department will be hosting a Chicken Barbecue on 9/19 at noon after the parade.



Code Enforcement Officer Mein read his report. He and Chief Noonan have been having difficulties trying to resolve an issue with Verizon as the representatives won’t work with them. Trustee Churches expressed deep dissatisfaction with the service and suggested the possibility of finding another service carrier if Verizon won’t work with them.

Superintendent Vanderhoff read his report, which is on file.

4. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to put the following reports on file for the month of August, 2026.
Fire Department
Police & Summary
Street Department
Code Enforcement
Village Justice and Acting Justice Reports

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Smith gave an update regarding 317 Owens Ave. The appraisal has been completed and we are looking at how the contract will be written. The Village is looking at the possibility a three-month listing period, but no decisions have been finalized as of yet.


NEW BUSINESS

5. Trustee Fuhlhage made a motion to approve the IRS mid-year mileage rate increase to 76 cents per mile.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




6.  Trustee Aiosa made a motion authorizing the Clerk to make a budget transfer of $3,534.00 from A1990.4 (Contingency: Contractual) to A3620.4 (Code Enforcement: Contractual) for the Code Enforcement intermunicipal agreement with the Town of Hector.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.





7. Trustee Fuhlhage made a motion to resolve to authorize the Village Court to apply for the JCAP Grant.

Resolution 5 of 2026

WHEREAS, the Village of Elmira Heights authorizes the Elmira Heights Village Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2026-2027 grant cycle up to $30,000.00, and;

WHEREAS, the Village of Elmira Heights has expressed a desire to make application for grant monies through said Justice Court Assistance Program for the purpose of shredding and scanning of court records, courtroom enhancements, furniture for the court, and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Village of Elmira Heights be and hereby is authorized to serve application.

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.









8. Discussion was had about Resolution #6 of 2026. Mayor Smith explained that this resolution was necessary per the advisement of the Town of Horseheads’ attorney.

Trustee Fuhlhage made a motion to approve Resolution 6 of 2026: Resolution Canceling the Shared Service Contract for the Street Department

     Resolution 6 of 2026

WHEREAS, the Village of Elmira Heights and the Town of Horseheads have a shared service contract that will end on October 31, 2026 and;

WHEREAS, in agreement from both parties, the contract was extended until December 31, 2026 at the same monthly cost of $25,401 and;

WHEREAS, in this mutual agreement, either party can terminate the agreement before the end of the contract with a 90-day notice to the other party and;

WHEREAS, the Town of Horseheads desires to end the shared service contract and;

WHEREAS, a 90-day notice has been given to the Town of Horseheads by the Village of Elmira Heights to end the contract as of October 31, 2026 and;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Shared Service Contract between the Village of Elmira Heights and the Town of Horseheads will be canceled as of October 31, 2026.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.











9. Trustee Aiosa made a motion to waive the 30-day waiting period for Pick’s Entertainment & Banquet Hall LLC’s liquor license application.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




 PERSONS RECOGNIZING THE BOARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.

No one from the public was present.


10.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to add to the agenda to deem the following impounded vehicles as surplus, to be put on GovDeals for auction no sooner than September 15, 2026:
· 2003 Ford Explorer
· 2011 Subaru Outback
· 2013 Toyota SNA

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




11.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to add to the agenda to approve Memorandum #2 by Thoma Development for the Microenterprise Program dated August 31, 2026.

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




12.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to add to the agenda to deem the Village’s elected officials eligible for all offered health-related insurances (health, dental, and vision), to be paid in full by the applicant without any funds from the Village.

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




13.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to deem the following impounded vehicles as surplus, to be put on GovDeals for auction no sooner than September 15, 2026:
· 2003 Ford Explorer
· 2011 Subaru Outback
· 2013 Toyota SNA

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




14.  Trustee Aiosa made a motion to approve Memorandum #2 by Thoma Development for the Microenterprise Program dated August 31, 2026.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.










15.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to deem the Village’s elected officials eligible for all offered health-related insurances (health, dental, & vision), to be paid in full by the applicant without any funds from the Village.

Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




REMARKS: MAYOR, TRUSTEES
16.  Mayor Smith spoke about the planning for the 130th Anniversary Celebration of the Village’s incorporation, and expressed difficulty in securing a fireworks vendor. The celebration will take place on September 19th and 20th, and there is a flyer with more information.

ADJOURNMENT

17.  Trustee Patelunas made a motion to adjourn the September 1, 2026 regular board meeting at 8:19 PM.
Second by Trustee Churches
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




Respectfully Submitted By,

Amanda Martone
Village Clerk
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