Village of Elmira Heights
215 Elmwood Ave., Elmira Heights, NY
Regular Board Meeting Format/Minutes
August 4, 2026
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER & ATTENDANCE:
Mayor Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance and called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM at the Elmira Heights Village Hall. Those Village Board members in attendance and constituting a quorum were: Mayor Smith & Trustees Patelunas, Aiosa, Fulhage, & Churches

Others Present: Attorney Pautz joined us via Zoom from One Lincoln Center in Syracuse, NY; Fire Chief Sabatini, Street Superintendent Vanderhoff, Clerk-Treasurer Martone, & Code Enforcement Officer Jacob Mein. 3rd Assistant Fire Chief Cadek arrived late.

Public Present: Drew Kirby, Kristen Williams, Mary Romanyshyn, Tina Brown, Mike Brown, Megan Starkweather, Cynthia Pierce, Cliff Pierce, Todd Weidman, Barb Day, Renee Thomas, & Matt Thomas


PROCEEDINGS:

1. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to resolve to accept the minutes of the July 7, 2026 Board Meeting.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	[bookmark: _Hlk196741013]Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



2. Trustee Aiosa made a motion to approve audit # 3 in the amount of $154,751.82, claim numbers 101 - 152, check numbers 24350 - 24399.
Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.










3. Department Official Remarks
Fire Chief Sabatini read his report. Trustee Patelunas wished to add to the Fire Department report that the police & fire phone map has changed: option 1 is for the non-emergency line, option 2 is for the police and if no one is available it will go to 911, and similar is arranged for option 3 for the fire department. Two phones are also being turned in and removed from the bill.

Street Superintendent Vanderhoff read his report, which is on file.

Code Enforcement Officer Mein read his report.

4. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to put the following reports on file for the month of July, 2026.
Fire Department
Street Department
Code Enforcement
Village Justice and Acting Justice Reports

Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



OLD BUSINESS

5. Trustee Aiosa made a motion to adopt Resolution #4 of 2026: Resolution Declaring Surplus Property and Authorization for Solicitation of Sale of Real Property

WHEREAS, the Village of Elmira Heights (the "Village") is the owner of a parcel of real property located at 317 Owens Avenue, Elmira Heights, New York 14903, Tax Map No. 69.18-2-58 (the "Property");   

WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined that the Property is no longer needed for Village purposes and that it is in the best interest of the Village to sell the Property (the "Transaction"); and 




WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined that it is desirable and in the best interest of the Village for Margaret Smith, in her capacity as Mayor of the Village, to seek the services of a realtor for the sale of the Property, and to seek the services of an appraiser to determine the fair market value of the Property.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board hereby declares the Property to be surplus property;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Board authorizes any and all expenses associated with the consummation of the aforementioned Transaction, including, but not limited to, seeking the services of a realtor for the sale of the Property, and seeking the services of an appraiser to determine fair market value of the Property; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Attorneys of the Village are hereby authorized and directed on behalf of the Village Board to execute and deliver any and all agreements and to take such further and additional steps as may be necessary to carry out this Resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



6. Discussion was had regarding the issue of municipal refuse collection. Talks are still ongoing with the City of Elmira and a press release will possibly be forthcoming next week. It was stated that the Village Board has to come to a fiscally responsible solution, and that the City isn’t offering any such solution.












NEW BUSINESS

7. Trustee Patelunas made a motion to surplus two (2) Elmira Heights Fire Department hose dryers that have been out of service since 2014, to be donated to the Elmira Heights Fire Company for scrap.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



8. Trustee Aiosa made a motion authorizing the Clerk to make budget amendments Budget 2025-2026.
Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



9. Trustee Aiosa made a motion to authorize the clerk to move $4,950.00 from A1990.4 (Contingency) to A7110.4 (Parks – Contractual) to cover the cost of new winter decorations from Historic Owego Marketplace, Inc.
Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



10. Trustee Churches updated everyone on the progress for the new website. Email wasn’t part of the initial contract, but the developers can take this on for us as well for an additional per-address fee. It is required to have a secure email with a .gov extension for grants and other important correspondence.

11. 3rd Assistant Chief Cadek arrived to deliver the bill of sale for truck 761, which was previously owned by the West Hill Fire District. West Hill is donating the fire truck in as-is condition to the Village.




Trustee Patelunas made a motion to add to the agenda that the Board of Trustees accepts the bill of sale for truck #761 from West Hill Fire District No. 3.
Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



12. Trustee Fuhlhage made a motion to accept the bill of sale for truck #761 from West Hill Fire District No. 3.
Second by Trustee Patelunas
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




13.  PERSONS RECOGNIZING THE BOARD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.

a. Mary Romanyshyn and Kristen Williams, of 1690 and 1691 Grand Central Ave., expressed deep concern about the traffic near the Grand Central Creamery.


b.  Matt Thomas and Tina Brown, of 319 and 330 Owens Ave. had questions regarding the resolution for the sale of 317 Owens Ave. and the subsequent listing for sale of said property.

c. Clifford Pierce of 313 Owens stated that the street drain is plugged at Grand Central Ave. and Owens Ave.

14.  REMARKS: MAYOR, TRUSTEES

Mayor Smith wished to thank everyone that participated in the 250th National Anniversary Celebration parade & festivities. The celebration turned out well despite the rain.

Mayor Smith also stated that plans for the 130th Village Anniversary Celebration, to be held on September 19th, are now underway. 

15. Motion by Trustee Patelunas to go into executive session at 7:49 PM to discuss personnel matters.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



16.  Motion by Trustee Aiosa to come out of executive session at 8:44 PM.
Second by Trustee Fuhlhage
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.



ADJOURNMENT

17.  Motion by Trustee Fuhlhage to adjourn the August 4, 2026 regular board meeting at 8:45 PM.
Second by Trustee Aiosa
	Roll Call Vote:
	Trustee Patelunas
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Aiosa
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Fuhlhage
	Aye
	

	
	Trustee Churches
	Aye
	

	
	Mayor Smith
	Aye
	Motion Carried.




Respectfully Submitted By,

Amanda Martone
Village Clerk
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