
City of High Shoals
Regular City Council Meeting
June 9, 2026
I. Call to Order:  Mayor PJ Rathbone called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. In attendance are the following council members: Tim Eidson, Kathy Rhyne, Bobby Vassey, Denese Cook, and PJ Rathbone. Dennis Cash was away on a fire call, Bo Rhyne showed up at 6:42. 
II. Invocation
III. Pledge of Allegiance
IV. Approval of Agenda- Motion to approve Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Bobby Vassey, all in favor.
V. Approval of Minutes- Motion to approve made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey, all in favor.
Citizens’ comments/concerns:  The City of High Shoals City Council offers citizens the opportunity for public expression pursuant to NCGS 160A-81.1. Comments are limited to 3–5 minutes per speaker.
· Motion to approve the April 13th meeting minutes was tabled at the previous meeting, motion to approve those minutes made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey. 
Mark Lanphier, EMS chief for Gaston County, apologized for the actions of EMS. Would like to do better in the future. 

Judy spoke about houses being finished and returning to Ms. Taylor’s house. Her plumbing is messed up and has been addressed to the workers; however, they’re refusing to fix it. Ms. Taylor has been also trying to have the air conditioner fixed as well. She was directed to contact Steve since he’s the grant administrator. Second issue is the young couple who were caught in the act in the Post Office Saturday night. Must be locked at 7 pm on Saturday. Ms. Hulit asked about the grants for housing revitalization this round, we must have a re-sign up. 

Good of the Order: Time set aside for members to offer comments or observations about the organization and its work without formal motion.

VI. Departmental Reports:
· Police Report-Gaston County
· Financial-Dennis Cash
· CHECKING 1:			$105,488.46
· CHECKING 2:			$  12,391.89
· CAP MGMT:			$271,288.29
· TOTAL:				$389,168.64
· Cemetery-Denese Cook: Nothing to report
· Water/Sewer-Bo Rhyne Nothing to report
· Streets/Maintenance/Sanitation-Kathy Rhyne 
· Sanitation got a late start; the route will be finished in the morning. Issues with the little truck, got it back, hydraulic line ruptured. 
· Still looking into the new truck for financing
· Parks/Recreation-Bobby Vassey	
· Yard of the Month:– 200 Cherry St. Diane Hulit
· Vehicles- Tim Eidson
· Administration/Mayor Report-PJ Rathbone
· We’re working through the mill property – until we get caught up, we won’t be able to go in to start cleaning up. Still working on Phase II assessment things. 
Council Comments / Announcements

VII. Public Hearing:  Budget Hearing—Proposed FY 2026/2027 Budget 
Motion to open Public Hearing—Motion to open public hearing made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
· Purpose:  To receive public comments regarding the proposed FY 26/27 Budget.
· Public Comments to be accepted during the hearing.
· No comments made
Motion to Close Public Hearing—Motion to close public hearing made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor. 

VIII. New Business:  

· Adoption of FY 2026-2027 Budget Ordinance
Motion to approve Budget Ordinance for 2026/2027 made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor. 

· Christmas Parade date & float options  https://www.clinesfloats.com/christmasfloats/
Sunday, December 13 at 2pm, Cocoa with Santa on Saturday, December 12th at 6pm

· Consider Assessment of Nuisance Abatement Costs and Authorization to File Lien – 413 N. Lincoln Street
[image: ]Motion to approve made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor. 
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· [image: ]Adjust Code Enforcement fees for repeat offenders & taller grass—Resolution
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[image: ]Motion to approve made by Denese Cook, seconded by Tim Eidson, all in favor. 






















· [image: ]Budget Amendments: Sanitation & Powell Bill 
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[image: ] Motion to approve budget adjustments made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor. 

IX. Motion to Adjourn: Motion to approve made by Denese Cook, seconded by Kathy Rhyne. All in favor. 
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CITY OF HIGH SHOALS, NORTH CAROLINA
RESOLUTION NO. 202641369

A RESOLUTION ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT COSTS AGAINST CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF ALIEN

WHEREAS, the City of High Shoals is authorized pursuant to its Code of Ordinances and
the General Statutes of North Carolina to abate public nuisances and recover the costs
associated with such abatement; and

WHEREAS, the property located at 413 North Lincoln Street, High Shoals, North Carolina,
and identified as Gaston County Parcel No. 1997239 (the "Property"), was found to be in
violation of the City's Code of Ordinances due to nuisance conditions existing on the
Property; and

WHEREAS, notice was provided to the property owner and efforts were made to obtain
voluntary compliance; and

WHEREAS, the nuisance conditions were not corrected by the owner within the time
allowed; and

WHEREAS, the City of High Shoals undertook nuisance abatement and cleanup activities
at the Property in order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the community;
and

WHEREAS, the City incurred costs in the total amount of Five Thousand Seven Hundred
Fifty-One Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($5,751.75) for labor, equipment, disposal fees,
and related nuisance abatement expenses; and

WHEREAS, the owner has been invoiced for said costs and the amount remains unpaid;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of High Shoals, North
Carolina, as follows:

1. The City Council hereby finds that nuisance abatement costs in the amount of Five
Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($5,751.75)
were reasonably incurred by the City in connection with the abatement of nuisance
conditions located at 413 North Lincoln Street.

2. The City Council hereby assesses said costs against the Property.

3. The City Council authorizes and directs the City Administrator, City Attorney, and
any other appropriate officials to take all actions necessary to recover said costs,
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including the filing and recording of a lien against the Property as authorized by the
City Code of Ordinances and applicable North Carolina law.

4. The City Council further authorizes the collection of any additional recording fees,
filing fees, interest, and costs of collection as may be permitted by law.

5. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED this 9th day of June 2026.

CITY OF HIG
74 =
,r\\?’
Mayor
ATTEST:

Praveli fnargs.

City Clerk
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CITY OF HIGH SHOALS, NORTH CAROLINA
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-0609

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A CODE ENFORCEMENT AND NUISANCE ABATEMENT FEE
SCHEDULE

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that violations of the City's Code of Ordinances often
require the expenditure of public funds and municipal resources for inspections,
enforcement, mowing, cleanup, nuisance abatement, and administrative actions; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to establish a uniform fee schedule to recover costs
associated with nuisance abatement and code enforcement activities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of High Shoals that the
following fee schedule is hereby adopted and shall become effective immediately:

CODE ENFORCEMENT AND NUISANCE ABATEMENT FEES
1. Civil Penalty
o Civil Penalty for Continued Violation: $100.00 per day

o Assessed beginning on the first day following expiration of the compliance
period specified in the notice.

2. Vegetation / Grass Abatement
o Upto'sAcre: $150.00
o Over' Acre: $300.00
Additional Equipment Charges:
o Tractor/Bush Hog/Specialized Mowing Equipment: $150 per occurrence

o Front-End Load, Skid Steer, Grapple, or Similar Heavy Equipment: Actual
Equipment Cost or $150.00 minimum per occurrence.

o Excessive Vegetation Requiring Specialized Equipment: Additional $150.00
per occurrence.

o Eachsubsequent mowing event shall be charged separately.
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ADOPTED this 9th day of June 2026.

CITY OF HIGH SHOQALS

/”//

City Clerk
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The City Administrator or Code Enforcement Official may determine when specialized
equipmentis required based upon vegetation height, density, terrain, debris, accessibility,
or safety concerns.

3. Administrative Fee
o Administrative Processing Fee: $50.00 per abatement event

o Includes staff time associated with notices, inspections, documentation,
invoicing, and record keeping.

4. Re-Inspection Fee

o Third and subsequent inspections related to the same unresolved violation:
$25.00 per inspection.

5. Debris and Junk Removal
o Actual disposal costs
o Plus labor, equipment, and hauling costs incurred by the City.
6. Boarding and Securing Structures
o Actual material costs
o Plus labor and equipment costs incurred by the City.
7. Emergency Abatement
o Actual costs incurred by the City
o Plus administrative fee.
8. Repeat Violations

o Each occurrence of a recurring violation shall constitute a separate violation
and may result in additional civil penalties, abatement charges,
administrative fees, and other remedies authorized by law.

9. Collection of Costs

o Unpaid fees, charges, penalties, and abatement costs may be assessed
against the property and collected through liens or other methods authorized
by City ordinance and North Carolina law.
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FOR YARD/SPACE CLEAN UP
Current

1/8 TRUCKLOAD

1/4 TRUCKLOAD

1/2 TRUCKLOAD

3/4 TRUCKLOAD

FULL TRUCKLOAD

plus dump ticket

MOW-OVERGROWN YARDS
UPTO 1/2 ACRE
1/2 ACRE UP

Description
Civil Penalty (5 days @ $100/day)

Standard Mowing
Tractor / Specialized Equipment
Fee

Administrative Fee

Total

$80
$150
$250
$400
$500

$150

$300
Amount
$500.00
$150.00
$150.00

$50.00
$850.00
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CITY OF HIGH SHOALS

BUDGET AMENDMENT ORDINANCE
FY 2025-2026

Amendment No. 56800-50126

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 159-15 authorizes amendments to the annual
budget ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City of High Shoals has an available Powell Bill fund balance from prior
fiscal years in the amount of $19,603.86; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to recognize and appropriate these funds for eligible
street maintenance and transportation-related expenditures in accordance with Powell Bill
requirements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of High Shoals that the
FY 2025-2026 Budget Ordinance is amended as follows:

SECTION 1-REVENUES

Increase the following revenue account:

oo Current Revised

Account Description Amendment
Budget Budget
Powell Bill Fund Balance Appropriated (Prior-
ppropriated( $0.00 $19,603.86 $19,603.86

Year Carryover)
Total Revenue Increase $19,603.86
SECTION 2 - EXPENDITURES
Increase the following expenditure account:
Account Description Amendment

Powell Bill Street Maintenance and Improvements $19,603.86
Total Expenditure Increase $19,603.86

SECTION 3

These funds shall be used solely for eligible Powell Bill purposes as authorized by the North
Carolina Department of Transportation and applicable North Carolina General Statutes.
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CITY OF HIGH SHOALS
BUDGET AMENDMENT ORDINANCE

FY 2025-2026

Amendment No. 042026

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 159-15 authorizes amendments to the annual
budget ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City has received additional sanitation revenues and proceeds from the sale of
surplus sanitation-related items; and

WHEREAS, these additional funds are needed to cover increased sanitation operating expenses
including fuel, vehicle maintenance, and landfill dumping charges.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of High Shoals that
the FY 2025-2026 Budget Ordinance is amended as follows:

SECTION 1 - REVENUES Increase the following revenue accounts:

Account Description Current Budget Amendment Revised Budget

Sanitation User Fees $75,000 $11,000 $86,000
Sanitation Surplus Items $0 $4,950 $4,950
Total Revenue Increase $15,950

SECTION 2 - EXPENDITURES

Increase the following expenditure accounts:

Account Description Amendment
Sanitation Fuel $500
Sanitation Maintenance — Truck $13,450
Sanitation Landfill Dumping Charges $2,000
Total Expenditure Increase $15,950
SECTION 3

Copies of this Budget Amendment shall be furnished to the Finance Officer, Budget Officer, and
City Clerk for their direction.
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SECTION 4

Copies of this Budget Amendment shall be furnished to the Finance Officer, Budget Officer,
and City Clerk for their direction.

Adopted this 9" day of June 2026.

CITY OF HIGH SHOALS

Mayo

City Clerk
Agenda Summary

Purpose: To recognize and appropriate $19,603.86 in previously unbudgeted Powell Bill
carryover funds for eligible street maintenance and improvement projects.

Revenue Increase:

« Powell Bill Fund Balance Appropriated (Carryover): $19,603.86
Expenditure Increase:

« Powell Bill Street Maintenance and Improvements: $19,603.86

Net Budget Impact: Budget increases by $19,603.86 in both revenues and expenditures
with no impact on General Fund balance. Funds are restricted for Powell Bill-eligible uses.
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Adopted this 9" day of June 2026.

CITY OF HIGH SHOALS

Mayor

ATT@? %@
City Clerk

Budget Amendment Summary for Agenda

Purpose: To recognize additional sanitation revenues and surplus item proceeds totaling $15,950
and appropriate these funds to cover increased sanitation fuel costs, truck maintenance expenses,
and landfill dumping charges.

Revenue Increases:

o Sanitation User Fees: +$11,000
o Sanitation Surplus Items: +$4,950

Expenditure Increases:
o Fuel: +$500
e Maintenance — Truck: +$13,450
o Landfill Dumping Charges: +$2,000

Net Budget Impact: $15,950 increase in both revenues and expenditures; no impact on fund
balance.




