
City of High Shoals
Regular City Council Meeting
April 14, 2026

· Call to Order:  Mayor Pro-tempore Tim Eidson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. In attendance are the following members:  Kathy Rhyne, Bobby Vassey, Bo Rhyne, Denese Cook, and Dennis Cash. Mayor PJ Rathbone was unable to attend. 
· Invocation
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve with addition of Tax Base discussion was made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bo Rhyne, all in favor.
· Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bo Rhyne, all in favor.
Citizens’ comments/concerns:  The City of High Shoals City Council offers citizens the opportunity for public expression pursuant to NCGS 160A-81.1. Comments are limited to 3–5 minutes per speaker.
1. Fire Department signed up to speak for a Dry Hydrant Proposal. Request to clear out to on the McBess Property to install the dry hydrant. Also, need assistance for the Autumn Ridge subdivision to purchase the adaptors, there are supposed to be 40 hydrants and need to be aligned with what the fire department needs. 
2. Dennis Cash made motion to add this to the agenda, seconded by Denese Cook. All in favor. 
3. Mrs. Judy Taylor signed up to speak. Thanked council for fixing the culvert and to report that there is a family living in the Taylors’ house. 
Good of the Order: Time set aside for members to offer comments or observations about the organization and its work without formal motion.

Departmental Reports:
· Police Report-Gaston County
· Financial-Dennis Cash
· CHECKING 1:			$131,690.16
· CHECKING 2:			$  16,931.42
· SAVINGS:				$   1,401.07 
· CAP MGMT:			$268,287.37
· TOTAL:				$418,310.02
· Cemetery-Denese Cook
· We have a couple little issues. A headstone has been installed incorrectly, encroached on another plot. A lady claimed that someone stole her footstones, and we went out today and noticed the headstone was put in incorrectly. Denese said she will be contacting the family to see who installed the headstone. 
· Water/Sewer-Bo Rhyne
· Water leak on River Street, will be taken care of this week. 
· Streets/Maintenance/Sanitation-Kathy Rhyne 
· Nothing to report
· Parks/Recreation-Bobby Vassey	
· Yard of the Month:– Haley McCord, 204 Dayton Rd.
· Vehicles- Tim Eidson
· Guys have been washing the vehicles bi-weekly. 
· Administration/Mayor Report-PJ Rathbone
· Nothing to report

Council Comments / Announcements

New Business:  
· Water/Sewer Rates Adjustment
· Resolution to adopt adjustment rates effective on next billing cycle
· Motion to approve rate adjustments made by Bo Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook. All in favor. 
· Audit Contract-Eddie Carrick
· Motion to approve audit packet made by Denese Cook, seconded by Dennis Cash. All in favor.
· City of High Shoals Fair Housing Resolution
· Motion to approve by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook. All approved. 
· Surplus equipment 
· Trash Cans:
· Large Trash Truck
· Motion to approve to put the cans on GovDeals made by Dennis Cash, seconded by Bo Rhyne. Motion to table Large Trash Truck by Dennis Cash, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor.
· Budget Meetings:  Dates/Times
· April 21st, Tuesday at 6:30 pm
· April 28th, Tuesday at 6:30 pm.
· Motion to  approve budget meeting dates and times made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook, all in favor.

· Tax Base:  Mr. Cash stated that council will have to look into raising Ad Valorem Taxes. We’re lowest in the county for Ad Valorem taxes. The water leaks need to stop as well. No motion needed. Council discussed that with the rising prices (inflation) they are going to have to raise the tax rate.

· Water Hydrant(Dry):  The fire department themselves would be able to clear out brush and drop the pipe. ISO is coming up and right now the rating is a 5.9, they are wanting to drop to at least a 5.0. The lower the rating, the better pricing citizens get on insurance prices. A dry hydrant would be a fill-point. 

· Dennis Cash recused himself from voting.  
· Motion to approve made by Denese Cook to allow Fire Department to install a dry hydrant, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor. 

· Motion to Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn by Kathy Rhyne, second by Denese Cook. All in favor.


