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City of High Shoals
Regular Council Meeting
December 9, 2025
· Call to Order:  Mayor PJ Rathbone called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. In attendance are the following members:  Dennis Cash, Bo Rhyne, Bobby Vassey, and Tim Eidson. Kathy Rhyne and Denese Cook are absent; though, gave prior notification.
· Invocation
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve the agenda of December by Bo Rhyne, seconded by Dennis Cash.
· Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve made by Dennis Cash, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
Citizens’ comments/concerns:  The City of High Shoals Council offers citizens the opportunity for Public Expression issues per NCGS 160A-81.1 (limited to 3-5 minutes per speaker).
Good of the Order:  This is a time set aside for members to offer comments or observations (without formal motion) about the organization and its work. The good of the order is also the time to offer resolution to bring disciplinary charges against a member for the offenses committed outside a meeting.	
	PJ wanted to thank anyone who had anything to do with the Cocoa with Santa and the Parade. 

· Departmental Reports:
· Police Report-Gaston County
· Financial-Dennis Cash
· CHECKING 1:			$114,523.10
· CHECKING 2:			$  15,666.72
· SAVINGS:				$    1,396.51
· CAP MGMT:			$265,145.23
· TOTAL:				$396,731.56
· Cemetery-Denese Cook
· On Christmas Eve they will do the lighting at the cemetery. 
· Water/Sewer-Bo Rhyne
· Water leak on Cherry St. 
· Water leak on River St. (top and middle)
· Sewer issue on the hill at the Carringer’s house
· Streets/Maintenance/Sanitation-Kathy Rhyne 
· Route went well on the trash route
· The big truck from Gastonia, has to have CDL drivers, we should maybe look into purchasing a small truck and getting rid of the bigger truck. 
· Parks/Recreation-Bobby Vassey	
· Yard of the Month:–  500 N Lincoln St.
· Derrick McDonald
· Vehicles- Tim Eidson
· HS6- oil change on December 10th 
· Administration/Mayor Report-PJ Rathbone
· Centralina Membership packet. PJ had to go present at the Brownsfield property. They came to us last week, and have a 1.9 million grant from the EPA, that they can dedicate up to $200,000 per site to provide assistance. We’re going to get the funding for the additional assessment. The kicker, phase 1 assessment was completed years ago. The one that we had years ago has expired. To obtain another one is $10,000 to be completed before you take ownership of the property or you’re not capable of getting “clean-up” funding. We need this assessment completed before we take ownership. 
· There is a meeting on Monday for the preconstruction meeting for the water line to be installed from Gaston County. 
Organizational Meeting Items (New Council Members)
These items follow certification of election results and before routine agenda items if preferred.
1. Certification of Election Results
· Presentation of results from Gaston County Board of Elections: Election results have been certified, Bobby Vassey, Kathy Rhyne, and Denese Cook, and myself (PJ Rathbone) were successful. 
2. Administer Oath of Office
· Incoming Members: Mayor PJ Rathbone; Council Members Denese Cook, Kathy Rhyne, and Bobby Vassey
· Officiant: Brandi Strange swore in the Mayor, PJ Rathbone. Do you solemnly swear that you will uphold and faithfully execute the duties of Mayor?  “I will,” stated Mayor PJ Rathbone.
· Mayor PJ Rathbone swore Bobby Vassey in. 
· Denese Cook and Kathy Rhyne are not present and will be sworn in at a later date by the Clerk.
· Sign Oath & Ethics Acknowledgments (file with Clerk)—Motion made by Bo Rhyne to accept and adopt the Resolution for the Code of Ethics, seconded by Dennis Cash. All in favor. 
3. Seating of the New Council
· New seating order; update dais nameplates; organization of Departments Heads
· Motion made to leave department heads as-is made by Dennis Cash, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor.
4. Election of Mayor Pro Tem
· Nominations from the floor; motion and vote
· Bo Rhyne made motion to nominate Tim Eidson, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor. 
5. Adoption of Regular Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2026
· Proposed schedule 
· 2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 6:30 PM
· Motion to adopt to leave the schedule the same made by Bo Rhyne, seconded by Dennis Cash. All in favor. 
6. Adoption/Readoption of Code of Ethics & Rules of Procedure
· Acknowledge receipt; sign acknowledgments
7. Appointment of Officers & Administrative Resolutions
· City Attorney-Thomas Hunn
· Official Depositories; Investment & Banking Resolution	---- PEOPLE’S BANK-KEEP THE SAME
· Check Signatories & Thresholds  ----KEEP THE SAME
· Motion to adopt:  Motion to leave the same made by Tim Eidson, seconded by Dennis Cash. All in favor.

8. Council Comments / Announcements

New Business:
	Centralina COG Resolution:
		Motion made by Dennis Cash to accept the resolution, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor.
	Resolution for Helene Recycling Grant: 	
		Dennis Cash made motion to move forward with resolution and apply for the grant made, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
Motion to Adjourn: Motion to adjourn made by Bo Rhyne, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
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