City of High Shoals
Regular City Council Meeting
October 14, 2025

· Call to Order: Mayor PJ Rathbone called the October 14, 2025 meeting to order at 6:56 pm.  In attendance were the following council members:  Tim Eidson, Kathy Rhyne, Denese Cook and Dennis Cash.  Bobby Vassey and Bo Rhyne were not in attendance.
· [bookmark: _Hlk213143755][bookmark: _Hlk213142236]Invocation
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Approval of Agenda
· Motion to approve the agenda made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Tim Eidson.  All in favor.
        Approval of Minutes
· Motion to approve the September 2025 meeting minutes made by Denese Cook, seconded by Dennis Cash.  All in favor.

Citizens’ comments/concerns:  The City of High Shoals offers citizens the opportunity for Public Expression issues per NCGS 160A-81.1 (limited to 3-5 minutes per speaker).

Good of the Order:  This is a time set aside for members to offer comments or observations (without formal motion) about the organization and its work.  The good of the order is also the time to offer resolution to bring disciplinary charges against a member for the offenses committed outside a meeting.  The Mayor asked all to remember Dennis Cash and Brandi Strange as they face health issues.

PUBLIC HEARING (2025 Community Development Block Grant – 2nd Public Hearing)
· Motion to Open Public Hearing,  Denese Cook made a motion to go into public hearing for the 2025 Community Development Block Grant application.  Kathy Rhyne seconded.  All approved.
Mayor Rathbone asked Steve Austin to discuss the application,  Mr. Austin stated that this is the second of two required public hearings for the City to apply for the 2025 Neighborhood Revitalization Community Development Block Grant funds.  He stated that the City would be applying for $2miilion.  Funds would be used to rehabilitation five single family owner-occupied homes throughout the city and for the construction of three new homes through a partnership with Habitat for Humanity of the Charlotte Region.  He explained that the state had received a waiver from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development to allow for the construction of new homes in counties declared as disaster areas after Hurricane Helene.  Gaston County is one of those counties.  He said that the Mayor, Brandi Strange and he had met with the executive director of Habitat had met on September 17 and that Habitat had provided the City with a letter of support to participate with the grant if funded. No local funds are required for the application.  Mayor asked if there were public comments or questions.  There were none.  Denese Cook made a motion to close the public hearing.  Kathy Rhyne seconded.  All approved.
 
Denese Cook made a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing the Mayor to submit an application in the amount of $2,000,000 for the 2025 Neighborhood Revitalization Community Development Block Grant program.  Kathy Rhyne seconded.  All approved.

· Departmental Reports:
·  Police Report-Gaston County
· Financial – Dennis Cash
· CHECKING 1:			$116,521.37
· CHECKING 2:			$  20,203.97
· SAVINGS:			$     1,396.51
· CAP MGMT:			$263,376.21
· TOTAL:				$401,498.06

· Cemetery 
· Denese Cooke said that she and the City staff would be cleaning the cemetery on October 20, 2025.
· Water/Sewer – Bo Rhyne
· Bo Rhyne noted a leak in the River Street water line had been repaired.
· Streets/Maintenance/Sanitation – Kathy Rhyne
· Kathy Rhyne reported that the wiring on the trash truck had been repaired.
· Parks/Recreation – Mayor P.J. Rathbone for Bobby Vassey
· Yard of the Month -  1625 Miles Road
· Edward Diaz
· Vehicles – Tim Eidson
· Vehicles are doing well.
· Administration/Mayor Report – PJ Rathbone
· Mayor Rathbone stated that he would be making a presentation at the Centralina Council of Governments on preparing Brownfield applications.

New Business
•	Utility Infrastructure- -  Sewer Interlocal Agreement.  Dennis Cash made a motion to approve the Sewer Interlocal Agreement.  Kathy Rhyne seconded the motion.  All approved.

•	Sanitation non-compliance updated ordinance.  The Mayor stated that the updated ordinance will outside private companies from providing garbage collection within the City limits.  He also stated that new bright orange garbage roll-out containers had been ordered.  Denesse Cook made a motion to approve the updated sanitation non-compliance ordinance.  Kathy Rhyne seconded the motion.  All approved.

Motion to Adjourn.  Kathy Rhyne made a motion to adjourn. Denese Cook seconded.  All approved. 

	
