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City of High Shoals
Regular Council Meeting
July 8, 2025
· Call to Order: Mayor PJ Rathbone called the July 8, 2025 meeting to order at 6:30 pm. In attendance were the following council members:  Tim Eidson, Bobby Vassey, Bo Rhyne, Denese Cook. Kathy Rhyne and Dennis Cash were not in attendance. 
· Invocation
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Approval of Agenda
· Motion to approve the agenda made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
· Approval of Minutes
· Motion to approve the June meeting and the reconvened meeting made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
Citizens’ comments/concerns:  The City of High Shoals Council offers citizens the opportunity for Public Expression issues per NCGS 160A-81.1 (limited to 3-5 minutes per speaker).
Good of the Order: This is a time set aside for members to offer comments or observations (without formal motion) about the organization and its work. The good of the order is also the time to offer resolution to bring disciplinary charges against a member for the offenses committed outside a meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING (1)
—Zoning-Autumn Ridge—Motion to open public hearing made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
This is a conditional zoning request from R-1 zoning district to RS-8 zoning. The purpose is to incorporate 3.1 acres to allow for the development’s storm water control structure. Currently, they are in phase 1 and have been within their parameters. The applicant team is trying to incorporate the zoning for the rock they ran into. On June 3rd, Gaston County voted unanimously to approve the request. The applicants just want to add the portion to the open space, of 16.4 acres to 19.9 acres. The Gaston County technical review panel had no comment at this time. Denese Cook, Bo Rhyne, Bobby Vassey, and Tim Eidson all voted yay.
Motion to close public hearing 

PUBLIC HEARING (2)
--CDBG FUNDS—
MOTION TO OPEN PUBLIC HEARING made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor. We have gone through the process of five homes; the lowest bids were more than we had available. The state contacted us to let us know that there is more money available. This will allow the city to do the homes in the initial application. Motion to accept the resolution and the project budget ordinance made by Denese Cook, seconded by Tim Eidson. All in favor. Both motions approved. 
MOTION TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING made by Denese Cook, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
· Departmental Reports:
· Police Report-Gaston County
· Financial-Dennis Cash
· CHECKING 1:		$300,226.33
· CHECKING 2:		$  11,125.99
· SAVINGS:			$161,320.96
· CAP MGMT:		$  52,052.79
· TOTAL:			$524,726.07

· Cemetery-Denese Cook
· James Baxter is going to start on our sign for the cemetery
· We have been submitted for the 2025 American Cemetery of Excellence Award
· Water/Sewer-Bo Rhyne
· Water & sewer are good
· Streets/Maintenance/Sanitation-Kathy Rhyne 
· We need to follow up with AT&T to see when they plan on moving their wires and old poles
· Parks/Recreation-Bobby Vassey	
· Yard of the Month:– 133 Dayton Road
· Stephanie Messer 
· Vehicles- Tim Eidson
· Vehicles are doing well
· The crew has an excavator, and we need to get them a few tools. The guys just need a bit of coaching but they’re willing to learn.
· Administration/Mayor Report-PJ Rathbone
· Need to follow-up with the commercial appraiser for the Mill Property.
· True Homes would like to use some of the dirt from the water plant. They have agreed to pay $15 per load, plus grade, seed, and straw where they remove the dirt from. If the council agrees. Motion to approve made by Tim Eidson, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.

· Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Bo Rhyne, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
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