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City of High Shoals
Regular Council Meeting
June 10, 2025
· Call to Order
· Mayor PJ Rathbone called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. In attendance are the following council members: Tim Eidson, Kathy Rhyne, Bobby Vassey, Bo Rhyne, Denese Cook, Dennis Cash and Mayor PJ Rathbone. 
· Invocation
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Approval of Agenda
· Motion to approve the agenda made by Dennis Cash, seconded by Bobby Vassey. All in favor.
· Approval of Minutes
· Motion to approve minutes made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook. All in favor.
Citizens’ comments/concerns:  The City of High Shoals Council offers citizens the opportunity for Public Expression issues per NCGS 160A-81.1 (limited to 3-5 minutes per speaker).
	Brian no longer works for us, but Brian had a massive heart attack yesterday and is on a ventilator. I’d like to ask to keep him in your prayers. He is still on a ventilator and coded eight times since being put on a ventilator.  Residents on North Street is having a massive issue with a neighbor parking and blocking the road. The policeman requested to have a picture taken of the issue, this way we can write a citation off the picture. It speeds the process up, this works as evidence. They’ll identify whom took the picture. 
Good of the Order: This is a time set aside for members to offer comments or observations (without formal motion) about the organization and its work. The good of the order is also the time to offer resolution to bring disciplinary charges against a member for the offenses committed outside a meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING—BUDGET FY 2025/2026--

The motion to open public hearing made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook. All in favor. 
Any comments? No one spoke. If you are curious the budget is available at any time.
Motion to close the public hearing made by Dennis Cash, seconded by Kathy Rhyne. All in favor.

· Departmental Reports:
· Police Report-Gaston County
· Videos and pictures will be greatly appreciated. 
· Only arrest was for the breaking and entering of the park restrooms, arrested the following day on Frye Street. 
· Five non-emergency calls for officers to call back.
· Special checks are the park, cemetery, city hall, and Frye St. 
· One domestic disturbance at Lincoln Terrace
· Financial-Dennis Cash
· CHECKING 1:		$352,667.06	
· CHECKING 2:		$  11,125.06
· SAVINGS:			$161,200.39
· CAP MGMT:		$  51,669.50
· TOTAL:			$576,662.01
· Cemetery-Denese Cook—NO comments 
· Water/Sewer-Bo Rhyne
· Water leak on River Street
· We had a visit from DEQ compliance inspection on May 23rd. They found a manhole on River Street with an obstruction which was rectified. There is some liquid coming out of the ground at Hardin Road but it has been identified as ground water. But we received a clean bill of health from DEQ for compliance.

· Streets/Maintenance/Sanitation-Kathy Rhyne 
· Streets and Maintenance—PJ received a concern from Dayton Road. The vegetation has grown out a bit and you can’t see the cars coming from the left-hand side. It is the state issue, and we’ll call the state to see if they can come trim it down. 
· The Sanitation route was not completed today but will be finished tomorrow. Will need to go back to the shop. 

· Parks/Recreation-Bobby Vassey	
· Yard of the Month:–  216 Old Hardin Rd.
· Jenny Jarrell
The concert in the park was relaxed, with a decent turn out. The bands were great and got along really well. 
· Vehicles- Tim Eidson
· Trash truck we discussed.

· Administration/Mayor Report-PJ Rathbone
· Update on the Mill Property—We’re still pushing a rope to get to the next phase of the assessment process. The letter we received from Dennis about fire suppression cuts away one of the tests they were wanting us to do. We met with them this morning and they have a finance person who is going to look for funding for that piece, we may have to float a bit of it when we get some numbers. The Royster family is ready to get the city to take the land. There is enough paperwork and contamination records to clear us of the liabilities except for the clean-up. The Royster family has agreed if we provide them with a real estate appraisal and they will turn the land over. I’ve met with an appraiser who has worked with contaminated land. There is a square in the property that does belong to Duke Energy where the transformer was located. 

· New Business:
· Discussion/Action: Resolution to back State bill for Carolina Thread Trail
· Motion to adopt the Resolution made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Bo Rhyne, all in favor.
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· Discussion/Action:	Contract to Audit Accounts-Eddie Carrick, CPA
· Motion to approve the contract made by Dennis Cash, seconded by Bo Rhyne. All in favor.
· Action: Motion to Recess and reconvene on June 24th at 6:30 pm for budget approval made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook. All in favor.
Mayor PJ Rathbone called to order the recessed meeting from June 10th, reconvening on June 24th, 2025 at 6:30 pm. In attendance were the following council members:  Dennis Cash, Denese Cook, Bo Rhyne, Kathy Rhyne, Tim Eidson, and Mayor, PJ Rathbone. Bobby Vassey was not in attendance. 
· Motion was made by Kathy Rhyne to come out of recess, seconded by Denese Cook, motion carried.
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· Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Kathy Rhyne, seconded by Denese Cook. All in favor.
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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 329 - SOUTH FORK PASSAGE STATE TRAIL
CITY OF HIGH SHOALS, NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, the South Fork Catawba River is a vital natural resource that flows through the
City of High Shoals, providing environmental, recreational, cultural, and economic value to
the community and the surrounding region; and

WHEREAS, the proposed South Fork Passage State Trail, as designated in North Carolina
Senate Bill 329 (2025 Session), would create a continuous and publicly accessible trail
corridor along the South Fork Catawba River, connecting communities, parks, and
preserved lands in Gaston and Lincoln Counties; and

WHEREAS, the South Fork Passage State Trail would enhance outdoor recreation
opportunities, improve public health, encourage tourism, and foster a stronger connection
to the natural environment for residents and visitors alike; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 329 seeks to formally add the South Fork Passage State Trail to the
North Carolina State Trails System, which would ensure coordination with the North
Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation and prioritize support and planning for the trail;
and

WHEREAS, the City of High Shoals recognizes the importance of this trail as a long-term
investment in public infrastructure, economic development, and environmental
stewardship; and

WHEREAS, the City is committed to working collaboratively with state agencies,
neighboring municipalities, nonprofit partners, and community members to support and
advance this trail initiative.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of High
Shoals that:

1. The City formally expresses its support for North Carolina Senate Bill 329, which
designates the South Fork Passage State Trail as part of the North Carolina State
Trails System;

2. The City encourages the North Carolina General Assembly to pass S.B. 329 and
supports efforts by the North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation to plan,
develop, and manage the trail in partnership with local stakeholders;

3. The City pledges to explore opportunities for participation and collaboration in the
planning and implementation of the trail corridor through the High Shoals area.
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ADOPTED this /0%hay of “Tune 2025, by the City Council of the City of High Shoals,
North Carolina.

PJ Rathbone
Mayor, City of High Shoals

ATTEST:
y

Brandi Strange
City Clerk
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PJ Rathbone, Mayor
City of High Shoals TN,

Brandi Strange, Clerk
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CITY OF HIGH SHOALS
BUDGET ORDINANCE

FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF HIGH SHOALS' CITY COUNCIL that the following shall be adopted as

the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget.

SECTION 1: APPROPRIATIONS—The following amounts are hereby appropriated in the General Fund
for the operation of the city government and its activities for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025,

and ending June 30, 2026, according to the following:
GENERAL FUND

Administration
Streets/Highway
Sanitation
Recreation
Cemetery
Powell Bill
Total:
WATER & SEWER FUND

Water Department
Sewer Department
Total Water/Sewer:

$359,680.00
$101,623.00
$ 75,000.00
$ 64,733.00
$ 31,907.00
$ 23,000.00
$655,943.00

$164,336.00
$156,474.00
$320,810.00

Total of all expenses:

5976,753.00

SECTION 2: ESTIMATED REVENUES. It is estimated that the following revenues will be available during

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2026, to meet the foregoing

appropriations, according to the following schedules:
General Fund

Ad Valorem Taxes

Ad Valorem Taxes Prior
Taxes-Tag Fee

App fees

$210,305.00
$ 16,028.00
$ 23,100.00
S 500.00
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Interest on Investments S 6,200.00
Copies/Faxes/Notary Income S 100.00
City Hall Rental S 1,000.00
Returned Check Fees S 100.00
Sign Rental S 50.00
Vendor Payments S 200.00
Park Rental Income S 2,000.00
Park Concession Income S 150.00
Sales Tax Refund S 5,000.00
Cemetery Plots Income S 4,000.00
Dump Truck Rental S 500.00
Sales of Surplus Property S 8,000.00
Alcohol/Beverage Taxes $ 3,000.00
Gaston County Sales Tax S 35,000.00
Local Option Sales Tax S 80,000.00
Franchise Tax $ 25,000.00
Gas Tax Refund S 1,200.00
Solid Waste Disposal Tax S 500.00
Sanitation User Fees S 75,000.00
Fund Balance Appropriations $130,000.00
Powell Bill Funding S 23,000.00
Total: $655,943.00
Water & Sewer Department
Water Charges $140,000.00
Water Taps S 6,400.00
Sewer Charges $140,000.00
Sewer Taps S 3,200.00
Reconnect/Connection/Late Fees S 6,000.00
Returned Check Fees S 60.00
Water Purchase (Bulk) S 150.00
Fund Balance Appropriation S 25,000.00
Total: $320,810.00
Total of all Revenues: $976,753.00

SECTION 3. TAXES LEVIED. There is hereby levied a tax at the rate of (.35) cents per one
hundred dollars (5100) valuation of property as listed for taxes as of July 1, 2025, for the
purpose of raising the revenue listed as “Ad Valorem Taxes” in the General Fund in Section 2 of
this ordinance.

SECTION 4. TAXES LEVIED. There is hereby levied a tag fee at the rate of seven dollars (57) per
vehicle listed within city limits as of July 1, 2025, for the purpose of raising the revenues listed
as “Taxes-Tag Fee” in the General Fund in Section 2 of this ordinance.
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SECTION 5. SANITATION USER FEES. There are hereby rates dependent upon size of can and
amount of cans ranging from twelve dollars ($12) to fourteen dollars ($14) for inside city limits
as of July 1, 2025, the City shall purchase new cans and upon distribution, change price of cans
for $15.00 per can, for the purpose of raising the revenues listed as “Sanitation User Fees” in
the General Fund under Section 2.

Section 6. Copies of this Budget Ordinance shall be furnished to the City Clerk, Budget Officer,
and Finance Officer to be kept on file by them for their direction in the disbursement of funds.

Adopted this the 24" day of June 2025 by the High Shoals City Council.
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PJ Rathbone, Mayor

Attest: T oprmall }\Fhr’h\ g

Brandi Strange-éCity Clerk, cMc





