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The regular meeting of the Colby Common Council was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Mayor James Schmidt. On roll call: Hoernke, T Schmidt, Baumgartner, Hesgard, Hederer and Lindeman. Also present were Mayor James Schmidt, Clerk Connie Gurtner, DPW Higley and Engineer Mike Voss. 

Agenda was posted by the clerk. The agenda will stand as the order of the meeting.

Minutes of the March 3rd meeting minutes were pre-read and reviewed.  
Motion was made by Hederer, seconded Hoernke by to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried with a voice vote.

Financial Statement and Bills were discussed. Motion was made Schmidt, seconded by Hederer to approve the financial statement and bills. The amounts approved are as follows: General Fund $168,799.16; Water Department $126,393.15; Sewer Department $47,411.60; Motion carried with a voice vote.

Colby/Abbotsford Police Commission met on March 9th.     

The commission approved minutes and expenditures. 

Chief's Report: Chief Bowman said K-9 Hemi was deployed seven times in February, resulting in two arrests. He said the recent two-week training program with Hemi and Officer Eric English was successful. They participated with multiple law enforcement agencies in a recent raid of a drug house near Humbird, which involved a meth bust and recovery of a stolen vehicle. Chief Bowman said the DEA would become involved, as the case included suspects crossing state lines. There were 661 total CAPD activities reported for the month of February 2026. For the first two months of 2026, there were 1,342 activities reported, compared to 1,548 activities for the first two months of 2025. Chief Bowman said El Derby Bar in Colby reopened February 2. He said they are doing well and there have been no complaints. He said the owner has been in contact with the CAPD to clarify a few issues and review city ordinances. "Being shut down for 90 days was a good wakeup call for them," Bowman said. Chief Bowman said he extended the patrol officer application deadline to March 19. A closed session discussion will be placed on the next meeting agenda to review the applications and to discuss options moving forward. President Schmidt said he received a complaint about unsightly conditions behind the appliance store in Colby, and he encouraged the CAPD to contact the business about cleaning up the site.      

The remainder of the meeting was held in closed session.

Central Fire & EMS District met on March 19th.   

Jason Lindeman reported on the Central Fire & EMS District meeting. 

Public Works met on April 4th. 

East Street Update: Dan Borchardt of MSA said that plans are moving along. They are working with the DNR and OCEA to do the permitting, analysis and mitigation to deal with the waterway that runs with East Street. The city and MSA would like to pursue a closed bottom culvert. The preliminary plans show the need for two retention ponds on the project. Sixty percent plans should be ready by July to allow for a public meeting for the project. Plans would be finalized in December for bidding in 2027. Since the city received LRIP money, this project must be completed within 5 years of signing the municipal agreement. We will double check the timeline but think that completion is required in 2028. 

MSA Contract for Additional Engineering because of the Stream Enclosure Permitting with the DNR and ACOE: MSA has asked for an amendment to the agreement dated 1/7/2025 for additional professional services to include the additional work required for the stream enclosure permitting with the DNR and ACOE. The committee approved the addition engineering amendment in the amount of $22,145. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the additional engineering contract with MSA in the amount of $22,145. Motion carried with a voice vote.

WWTF Plan and Proposed Updates: Mike Voss presented an abbreviated wastewater facility plan for the city to review. The city is required to do UV disinfection upgrades and is considering headworks and screen upgrades. Voss presented estimates of the capital costs and how the potential 55% principal forgiveness would affect monthly sewer rates in the city. The committee discussed whether the city should pursue the UV Upgrades only or the UV upgrades and the headworks/screen upgrades. The committee approved moving forward on the engineering of both. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to move forward with the engineering to do both the UV disinfection and adding the headworks/screen upgrades as an alternate to the plan. Motion carried with the voice vote.

Mayor Schmidt: Mayor Schmidt reported on his meeting of the United Communities of Clark County. 

He also reported on the annual meeting of the Colby Cemetery Association. 

Clerk Gurtner: Informed the council that she will be out of the office from April 29th to May 1st.  She also reported that the final audit reports have been completed and audit entries are posted.

DPW Higley: DPW Higley reported on the precipitation and flows for March 2026 at the STP.  He also reported on the pumpage of water for March 2026. Building permits were read.

[bookmark: _Hlk195017888]Picnic License – Colby Lion’s Club: The city received the following picnic license – Colby Lion’s Club for the Smelt Feed on 4/22/26. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded Hoernke by to approve. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk97649284]Just Another Music Monday Request and Request for Street Closure of S 1st St for Music on Monday 7/20/2026:  Kevin Hanson has coordinated music in the South 1st Street Park near the gazebo again for the summer of 2026. Dave Smith is coordinating music the Monday night after Colby Cheese Days and has asked for permission to close the street for the evening. Motion was made by Hesgard, seconded by Lindeman to approve the request for park use for Music Mondays and also the closure of S 1st St. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Committee meetings for April: Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission will meet on April 13, 2026 at 6:30 P.M. at the Police Department. Central Fire & EMS District will meet on April 16, 2026 at 7:00 P.M. at Station 2. Re-organizational meeting is April 21, 2026 at 6:30 P.M. Parks/Rec/Recycling will meeting on May 4, 2026 at 6:00 PM, City Planning Committee will meeting on May 4, 2026 immediately following Parks/Rec/Recycling. Board of Review is May 14, 2026 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. 

CLOSED SESSION PER WISCONSIN STATE STATUE 19.85(1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved. PURPOSE: To discuss action with James Bartzen regarding Frances Melvin vs. City of Colby 

Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to go into closed session. Roll Call Vote: Ayes – Baumgartner, Hederer, Hesgard, Hoernke, Lindeman, Schmidt. Motion carried.

Adjourn in Closed Session: Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to adjourn at 7:25 P.M. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Approved _____________________
                James W Schmidt, Mayor 

Attest _________________________
              Connie Gurtner, Clerk
