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The regular meeting of the Colby Common Council was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Mayor James Schmidt. On roll call:  Schmidt, Baumgartner, Hesgard, Hederer and Lindeman. O’Brien was absent. Also present were Mayor James Schmidt, Clerk Connie Gurtner, DPW Higley, Library Director Vicki Calmes and Jim Weideman.  

Agenda was posted by the clerk. The agenda will stand as the order of the meeting.

Minutes of the May 6th meeting minutes were pre-read and reviewed.  
Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried with a voice vote.

Financial Statement and Bills were discussed. Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Baumgartner to approve the financial statement and bills. The amounts approved are as follows: General Fund $127,905.26; Capital Fund $33,103.54; Water Department $333,195.19; Sewer Department $326,993.76; Net payroll $25,920.25. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Annual Library Report: Vicki Calmes presented the 2024 Annual Report of the Colby Community Library. She reviewed some of the programs and classes offered this past year. The library circulated over 62,000 items last year which is 27% of all items circulated in Clark County. Calmes also explained to the council how libraries are funded from the counties. Since our public library is located so close to Marathon County line, we have a lot of circulation from Marathon County residents. We are not able to bill Marathon County for those circulation since they have their own county libraries. Clark County Board have been discussing not paying the libraries for the Marathon County circulations. 

Mayor Schmidt appointed Amy Underwood and Cathy Johnson for three year terms on the Colby Community Library Board of Trustees. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard. Motion carried on a voice vote. 

Colby/Abbotsford Police Commission met on May 12th.     

The commission approved minutes and expenditures. 

Election of President: The commission elected Todd Schmidt for CAPC President. Election of Vice President: The commission elected Dan Hederer for CAPC Vice President. Election of Recording Secretary: The elected Todd Schmidt for CAPC Recording Secretary. 

Chief's Report: Chief Bowman said K-9 Hemi was deployed eight times in April, resulting in six arrests. He said Hemi broke off the titanium replacement tooth. The dentist said it had never happened before. Bowman said there was a warranty on the tooth. There will be a small additional charge. Bowman said there were three felony charges that resulted from the April 14 car chase. He said the CAPD was conducting multiple investigations, including numerous sexual assault cases and the recent suicide of a juvenile female, which he said was not the result of bullying in the Abbotsford schools. Bowman said two Flock camera license plate readers were installed. He said the subscription expense was paid for by the City of Abbotsford for one year. He said the issue will be brought up when the 2026 CAPD budget is being prepared. Bowman said State Sen. Jesse James has been contacted regarding a grant program that would be considered in a May 16 vote. Bowman said officer Brandon Nelson has made numerous traffic stops and has been patrolling the intersection of Second Street and Dolf Street. School Resource Officers Patrick Leichtnam and Nelson will be working 12-hour afternoon shifts during the summer, assisting patrol officers during the busiest times. There were 897 total CAPD activities reported for the month of April. There have been 3,352 total CAPD activities reported for the first four months of 2025, compared to 3,350 activities for the first four months of 2024. 

Central Fire & EMS District met on May 20th.   

The commission approved minutes and bills.

Public discussion: Leonard Haas addressed the board regarding the past vote to purchase new SCBA which was approved by the municipalities along with past allegations of Town of Hull walking quorum/illegal vote.  Leonard Haas stated that the new ambulance purchase was approved without question but asked why the firefighters couldn’t have the best equipment possible.  Larry Oehmichen shared purchases made on behalf of the firemen since the district was formed with a total of $1,457,551 if the new SCBA is purchased.  Discussion continued from audience members on district finances.

Stryker cot for Med 11 to purchase with FAP funds: Chief Mueller presented a quote in the amount of $34,414.94 for a Styker cot to replace the cot in Med 11.  The commission approved the purchase. FAP funds received for the purchase. Chief Mueller was instructed to send a letter to Stryker to pick up the old Stryker equipment at the hall.

SCBA purchase: Discussion was held on the different options regarding SCBA equipment with new equipment quotes received from Scott, MacQueen and Draeger along with a quote from Dalmatian on used SCBA equipment with this information distributed to the board members.  Also distributed was a cost comparison by manufacturer to be used as a summary sheet for discussion. The quote from Scott totaled $311,840, Draeger totaled $276,208, MacQueen totaled $278,783, and Dalmatian used SCBA totaled $192,448.60.  After discussion on options included between the manufacturers along with new/used equipment being considered, the commission voted to purchase new SCBA from MacQueen and then deal with the finances.

Purchasing policy: Larry Oehmichen distributed a proposed purchasing policy for the board members to review and take to their municipality for discussion, this will be on the June agenda for consideration/possible approval.  

Chief Mueller presented the Fire Chief’s Report.

City Planning Committee met on May 13th. 

Orville Lieders Lot Parcel #21128021829954 Request to Transfer Ownership to the City: Orville Lieders approached the city asking for the city to take ownership of this parcel. He has been paying taxes on it and stated that it has no value. He suggested the city build a park there so that young kids do not have to cross the highway.

BoomTown Fireworks Request to Review Storage Container Ordinance to Allow for Use on Lot on Hodd Drive: Jim Weideman stated that he isn’t as concerned about allowing storage containers in the city, but instead is more concerned about the fireworks ordinance. He has considered using the containers to construct a building in the future. In reviewing the container ordinance, it appears that if the containers are temporary that they would be allowed. Weideman is asking to use them on the lot from May 15th to July 15th. 

BoomTown Fireworks Request to Review Fireworks Ordinance to Allow for the Sale of Fireworks within 500 Feet of Gas Stations: Jim Weideman would like the city to consider amending our ordinance to allow for fireworks to be sold within the 500 foot restricted area and suggest 50 feet. He did some research and found that the City of Abbotsford would allow them to put the fireworks in the parking lot by McDonalds with is closer than 500 to the gas pumps. He passed out an application that the City of Abbotsford uses to share with the committee. The committee was unsure why our ordinance was so restrictive and determined that the ordinance has been in effect for many years. The committee voted to recommend to the council to change the 500 feet restriction to 50 feet in our fireworks ordinance. Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Lindeman to approve Ordinance 2025-2 Amending Storage Distances of Fireworks in Certain Locations as presented. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

Mayor Schmidt: Mayor Schmidt reported on his meeting of the United Communities of Clark County Meeting and the McDevco Meeting. 

DPW Higley: Stephen Phillips, 110 S 4th St, gravel and 6’ fence; Brek Properties, 104 N 2nd St, interior remodeling; Charles Brown, 311 N 1st St, 4’ chain link fence; Tyler Hardrath, 206 N 7th St, replacing window & patio door; Mary Martyn, 404B E Wausau St, window, doors, carpeting; Bonnie Zygowicz, 209 N 1st St, replace window; Michael Zelms, 207 S 6th St, 32 x 32 garage.

DPW Higley reported on the precipitation and flows for May 2025 at the STP.  He also reported on the pumpage of water for May 2025.   

Engineer Report: Clerk Gurtner read updates on current projects from Dan Borchardt of MSA.

Operator’s License: Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the June 3, 2025 list of operator’s licenses as presented. Motion carried with a voice vote.

	Name
	Address
	Location

	Pascual Alvarez
	W5257 Hickory Rd, Withee, WI
	El Derbi

	David Strathmann
	300 Lieders St, Colby, WI  
	

	Kieth Roewe
	509 N 5th St, Colby, WI  
	VFW

	Tom Firnstahl
	704 E Monroe St, Colby, WI
	VFW

	Renee Cardarelle
	100575 Holton Rd, Abbotsford, WI
	Hunter's Choice

	Dawn Roewe
	509 N 5th St, Colby, WI  
	VFW

	Erin Hennes
	501 E Terrace St, Colby, WI
	Hunter's Choice

	Leighton Drolshagen
	502 W Spence St, Colby, WI
	Hunter's Choice

	Brandi Schmidt
	101274 Huckleberry Rd, Colby, WI
	Hunter's Choice

	Sierra Apfelbeck
	103 S 6th St, Colby, WI 
	Hunter's Choice

	Julie Oestreich-Neubauer
	605 N 2nd St, #13, Abbotsford, WI
	VFW

	Skyler Pribbernow
	411 N Main St, Colby WI
	Allied

	Kent Schilling
	300 W Pine St, Abbotsford, WI
	VFW

	Patrick Mateer
	N15286 Estate Dr, Abbotsford WI
	VFW

	Zachary Brockhaus
	401 S Division St, Colby, WI
	Allied

	Alexia Vanderhoof
	206 N 2nd St, Colby, WI
	Allied

	Max Martyn
	404 E Wausau St, Apt B, Colby
	Allied

	Sarah Cliver
	W936 Starks Rd, Unity, WI
	Allied




Liquor License – List Date 6/3/25: Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Schmidt to approve the June 3, 2025 list of liquor licenses as present. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Name: ProVision Partners
Agent: Deborah Schoelzel
Address: 702 S Division Street
Type of License: Class A Combination

Name: Robbie Smazal
Trade Name: Smazal’s Hunter’s Choice
Address: 109 S 1st Street
Type of License: Class B Combination

Name: Huber-Schmitt-Bruesewitz-Decker VFW Post 2227 Inc
Agent: Kent Schilling
Address: 104 S Division Street
Type of License: Class B Combination

Name: Timothy Shannon
Trade Name: Tim’s Northside Bar & Grill
Address: 102 E Adams Street
Type of License: Class B Combination

[bookmark: _Hlk8807005]Name: OK Corral Ballroom LLC
Agent: Anasticia Ojeda
Address: 506 N Division St
Type of License: Class B Combination

[bookmark: _Hlk97649284]Picnic License for Colby Pullers Club 5/29-31: Clerk Gurtner reported that she issued a license to the Colby Pullers Club for an event on May 30th. 

Sign Lease Contract with Mahabali Hotels LLC: The hotel has a sign located on a city parcel of land just north of the city’s South Welcome Sign. The previous owners had paid the city $500 to rent the land for this sign. The new hotel owners have verbally agreed to the same agreement. The term of the contract is 7 years commending July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2032. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the lease agreement with Mahabali Hotels as presented. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Resolution 1-2025 CMAR: Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Lindeman to approve Resolution 1-2025 Compliance Maintenance Resolution. The city had no actions necessary to maintain effluent requirements contained in the WPDES Permit. Motion carried with a voice vote.
	
CMAR Report Year 2024
COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE RESOLUTION 1-2025

RESOLVED that the City of Colby informs the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources that the following actions were taken by the Colby Common Council.

Reviewed the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report which is attached to this resolution.

Set forth the following actions necessary to maintain effluent requirements contained in the WPDES Permit:

none

Mayor James Schmidt
Connie Gurtner, Clerk

Bids for Tractor Backhoe and Attachments: The city received 3 bids for a tractor backhoe and attachments: McCoy Construction Forestry, John Deere 320P $169,200; Fabick Cat, Cat 420HT $158,995.06; Miller-Bradford & Risberg, Case 580SN $149,530. These prices are tractor cost plus adding equal options and five year warranties. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the bid from Miller-Bradford & Risberg for the Case 580SN at a cost of $149,530. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Committee meetings for June: Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission will meet on June 9, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at the Police Department. Central Fire & EMS District will meet on June 19, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. at Station 2. Special Council Meeting will be on June 18, 2025 at 5:30 PM. Cemetery Meeting is June 16, 2025 at 7:00 PM. 

July Council Meeting Date: The July council meeting will be Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at 6:30 PM. to avoid the holiday week. 

Adjourn:  Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Lindeman to adjourn at 7:41 P.M. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Approved _____________________
                James W Schmidt, Mayor 

Attest _________________________
              Connie Gurtner, Clerk

