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The regular meeting of the Colby Common Council was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Mayor James Schmidt. On roll call: O’Brien, T Schmidt, Baumgartner, Hesgard, Hederer and Lindeman. Also present were Mayor James Schmidt, Clerk Connie Gurtner and DPW Higley.  

Agenda was posted by the clerk. The agenda will stand as the order of the meeting.

Minutes of the April 15th meeting minutes were pre-read and reviewed.  
Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried with a voice vote.

Financial Statement and Bills were discussed. Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Hederer to approve the financial statement and bills. The amounts approved are as follows: General Fund $91,240.77; Capital Fund $36.399.90; Water Department $34,183.18; Sewer Department $68,791.98; Net payroll $26,945.29. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Colby/Abbotsford Police Commission met on April 8th.     

The commission approved minutes and expenditures. 

Comments from the Public: President Schmidt thanked the CAPC members for their service in the past year. He said the mayors would be making committee assignments soon, and that the CAPC members could change effective at the May 2025 meeting. He also expressed concerns he heard from Burnett Transit about after-school traffic turning north on Dolf Street from the school parking lot. He said a gate was being considered to keep traffic from turning there for about 20 minutes after school. He suggested having a squad car at that location to monitor the situation.
 
Chief's Report:  Lieutenant Wagner said Detective Christian Lemay was staying busy with a number of drug cases. He said all other CAPD officers have been very active. Issues were reviewed regarding motorists hitting light poles in Colby. Lieutenant Wagner reported that CAPD officers responded to a high-speed chase through the area on Monday, April 14. He said the situation was handled without incident and that the suspect was apprehended. K-9 Hemi was deployed four times in March, resulting in six arrests. There were 907 total CAPD activities reported for the month of March. Total activities for the first three months of 2025 were 2,455, compared to 2,442 activities reported for the first three months of 2024. 

Central Fire & EMS District met on April 18th.  

The commission approved minutes and bills.

Town of Hull’s position on illegal vote/walking quorum allegation: Jordan Reynolds read a prepared statement response from the Town of Hull regarding the illegal vote/walking quorum allegation. 

Report on Draeger SCBA: Chief Mueller stated that 5 representatives from Draeger gave a presentation to the firemen on their SCBA on April 16, 2025.  Chief Mueller stated that he received a quote from Draeger but it wasn’t “apples to apples” with the MSA quote due to the quantity of masks quoted, Chief Mueller stated he received an updated quote today in the amount of $276,208.  The consensus from the firemen who spoke along with Chief Mueller was that MSA was preferred over Draeger largely due to comfort, difference in weight along with difference in view.  Chief Mueller also stated that the charge for flow testing between Draeger and MSA is substantially different with Draeger being higher.  Chief Mueller stated that MSA would provide 2 years of flowing testing at no charge along with a buy one/get one free air tank promotion and that MSA would buy the district’s used bottles at $500/bottle, however that option was not included in the quoted price from MSA.  RIT packs were discussed with clarification needed from both companies on these items.  Discussion continued with it stated that updated quotes from both companies with all options discussed be included in these quotes for final comparison with a decision to be made at the May 15, 2025 meeting.  Chief Mueller asked if the approval process with the municipalities had to be addressed if Draeger SCBA was approved for purchase at the May 15, 2025 meeting as the municipalities had already specifically approved MSA SCBA for purchase. Larry Oehmichen read from the Intergovernmental Agreement, page 12 stating that “the Commission shall not have the authority to levy taxes, issue bonds, or borrow money; or to enter contracts or commit funds for non-budgeted items without the approval of the municipalities.”  If necessary to borrow short term funds for the SCBA purchase, the municipalities would have to approve the borrowing for this non-budgeted item.  Larry Oehmichen felt the easiest and most cost-effective way to borrow funds would be to borrow against the certificate of deposit held at AbbyBank if necessary.

Med 11 to E.L.M. Repair: Larry Oehmichen gave an update on Med 11 which was sent to E.L.M Repair for retuning.  E.L.M. stated that they could perform some engine modification(s).  Larry Oehmichen spoke with E.L.M., Med 11 will be ready for pickup on April 18, 2025.  Unfortunately, it’s a Max Force 7 engine, there is no computer solution for fixing this inside the computer, there will only be exhaust modifications completed.  Also, there are numerous codes in the computer with E.L.M. working on eliminating the codes.  It was also stated by E.L.M. that at approximately 105,000 miles the Max Four 7 engines blow.  It was advised by E.L.M. to have the oil changed regularly and to not run the unit hard.

Review of district apparatus: Rick Rinehart reviewed the district apparatus highlighting the age on some of the units.

Fire Chief’s Report: Chief Mueller presented his monthly report. Chief Mueller spoke on the EMS FAP Grant money received which was reflected on the financial report.  These funds can only be used for EMS related items.  Travis Nixdorf had relayed to Chief Mueller that the Stryker cot in med 11 was getting weak and should be replaced, however no price quote has been received yet.   

Election of officers: Larry Oehmichen was elected Board President. Rick Rinehart was elected Board Vice President. Nancy O’Brien was elected Board Treasurer. Carol Staab was appointed as Executive Secretary.

Board of Review met on May 4th. 

Clerk Gurtner reported on the Board of Review meeting. There were no objections filed at this year’s Board of Review. The city had an increase of assessed value in the city of $937,500.

Mayor Schmidt: Mayor Schmidt reported on his meeting of the Clark County Economic Development. 

He thanked the VFW Auxiliary for the flag donation.

Clerk Gurtner: Clerk Gurtner reported on her meeting of the Wisconsin Municipal Treasurer’s Association. 

DPW Higley: Michael Leader, 515 N 5th St, repave driveway, kitchen remodel; Douglas Noyes, 101 S 6th St, deck and front step repairs; Scott Oestreich, 510 N 3rd St, front steps; Kent & Barb Palmerton, 210 Lieders St, replace windows; Todd Schmidt, 203 S 2nd St, install walk in shower; Zak Buss, 512 N 6th St, 25 x 33 detached garage; Dan Marx Properties, 204 S 4th St, carpet, cupboards, flooring, paint, plumbing repairs; Viegut Care, 510 W Wausau St, replace roof; Michael Helfert, 603 W Dolf St, siding.

DPW Higley reported on the precipitation and flows for April 2025 at the STP.  He also reported on the pumpage of water for April 2025.   

The city has nine trees left for distribution at the shop. There will be 15 more ironwood trees coming in July, of which 3 are reserved. 

Recently there were three light poles hit on the south end of town on Highway 13. 

Operator’s License: Alexis Vanderhoof, 206 N 2nd St, Colby, WI. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Lindeman to approve the license. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Liquor License – Bhangu 2 Inc, 1210 N Division St, Colby: Motion was made by O’Brien, seconded by Schmidt to approve the Class A Combination license for Bhangu 2 Inc, 1210 N Division St, Colby.  Motion carried with a voice vote.

[bookmark: _Hlk97649284]Hire Summer Help: Harland Higley recommend hiring Lukas Hannula as the city’s summer help at a wage of $15/hour. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the recommendation. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Bids for Crack Sealing: The city received one bid for crack filling form Fahrner Asphal Sealers. DPW Higley recommends that the city approve bidding for Carol St (N 4th to N 7th), North St (N 3rd to N 7th St), N 3rd St (W Adams to W Spence St),  N 4th St (Dolf St to W Adams St) , Dolf St (N 7th to N 3rd St), N 2nd St ( Adams St to Dolf St) totaling $19,547.  Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to approve the bid in the amount of $19,547 for Fahrner Asphalt Sealers. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Committee meetings for May: Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission will meet on May 12, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at the Police Department. City Planning Committee will meet on May 13, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. Central Fire & EMS District will meet on May 15, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. at Station 2. Public Works Committee will meet on June 3, 2025 at 6:00 P.M.

Adjourn:  Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Lindeman to adjourn at 7:12 P.M. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Approved _____________________
                James W Schmidt, Mayor 

Attest _________________________
              Connie Gurtner, Clerk

