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The regular meeting of the Colby Common Council was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Mayor James Schmidt. On roll call: O’Brien, T Schmidt, Baumgartner, Hesgard, Hederer and Lindeman. Also present were Mayor James Schmidt, Clerk Connie Gurtner and DPW Higley. 

Agenda was posted by the clerk. The agenda will stand as the order of the meeting.

Minutes of the March 4th meeting minutes were pre-read and reviewed.  
Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded Hesgard by to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried with a voice vote.

Financial Statement and Bills were discussed. Motion was made Hederer, seconded by Lindeman to approve the financial statement and bills. The amounts approved are as follows: General Fund $325,843.54; Capital Fund $28,617.28; Water Department $39,418.29; Sewer Department $32,068.43; Net payroll $26,125.18. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Colby/Abbotsford Police Commission met on March 10th.    

The commission approved minutes and expenditures. 

Colby Hometown Heroes Banner Program:  President Schmidt said the deadline for the Hometown Heroes Banner Program in the City of Colby has been extended. Applications are being sought for personalized pole banners recognizing first responder paramedics, first responder firefighters, first responder police and nurses. The banners will be displayed for two summers starting in 2025. Chief Bowman said the information has been received.

Chief's Report:  Chief Bowman said several investigations were being conducted regarding a sexual assault case involving a number of young children. Detective Christian Lemay is attending training on undercover drug purchases, etc. at Fort McCoy. Chief Bowman said Lemay is working on a number of drug buy cases. The new therapy dog (named Maple) has been assigned to School Resource Officer Patrick Leichtnam. The CAPD received the dog earlier than proposed. Obedience training will begin soon. The training is being offered by a retired Marshfield Police Department officer free of charge. K-9 Hemi was deployed nine times in February, resulting in two arrests. Chief Bowman said one traffic stop uncovered methamphetamine, cocaine and marijuana, with that investigation continuing. There were 797 total CAPD activities reported for the month of February. Total activities for the first two months of 2025 were 1,548, compared to 1,578 activities reported for the first two months of 2024. Chief Bowman said all shifts were being covered fine.

Central Fire & EMS District met on March 27th.   

Todd Schmidt reported on the Central Fire & EMS District meeting. Minutes were presented in the packet.

Parks/Rec/Recycling Committee met on April 8th. 

Hometown Hero Banners: Deputy Clerk Callie Weber has order the two banners that were requested and the crew will put them up once we receive them.

LED Lights in City Sign: Stratford Sign had contacted the city letting us know that our lights were out of the city signs. They asked if they could provide a quote for LED retrofit lamps in the signs. The quote from Stratford Sign for the LED replacement would be $2,165.00. The crew has replaced the lighting in the signs and they are currently working. 

Cameras at S 6th Street Park: DPW Higley requested a quote from Computer TR for cameras at the ballpark and S 6th Street Park. The cost for three cameras at the ballpark is $3,724.50 and three cameras at the S 6th Street Park is $3,123.00. The committee voted to make this recommendation to the council. Motion was made by T Schmidt, seconded by Baumgartner to purchase of six cameras to the full council for a total of $$6,847.50 plus labor from Computer TR using money that was budgeted for the shelter repairs since that is going to be paid by the chamber now. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

Public Works Committee met on April 8th.   

New SCADA System Water Treatment Plant:  DPW Higley got a quote from Altronex for a new SCADA System at the Water Treatment Plant $90,416.00 for Wells #2 and #12.  The committee voted to recommend this purchase to the council. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by O’Brien to purchase the SCADA System upgrade from Altronex at a cost of $90,416.00. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Mayor Schmidt: Mayor Schmidt reported on his meeting of the United Communities of Clark County. 

He also reported on the annual meeting of the Colby Cemetery Association. The new secretary/treasurer is Cindy Fricke. No big projects are scheduled at the cemetery this summer. 

Clerk Gurtner: Informed the council that she will be out of the office from April 30th to May 2nd. She also reported that the final audit reports have been completed and audit entries are posted.

DPW Higley: DPW Higley reported on the precipitation and flows for March 2025 at the STP.  He also reported on the pumpage of water for March 2025.   

Building Permits issued:  Gary Viets, 509 N 7th St, new siding, back porch, air conditioning; OK Corral, 506 N Division St, replace faces on existing pylon from Bowl Winkle’s to OK Corral; Eric Hanson, 104 N 2nd St, foundation repair, replace mortar and relay; Sherman Pierce, 103 S 2nd St, re-roof; KBI Construction, 104 N 2nd St, shingle tear off and re-roof; Nathaniel Underwood, 515 W Wausau St, replacement of all windows on first floor; Ricardo Prado Sarabia, 217 S  Division St, re-roof.

[bookmark: _Hlk195017888]Picnic License – Colby Lion’s Club: The city received the following picnic license – Colby Lion’s Club for the Smelt Fee on 4/23/25. Motion was made by Hesgard, seconded Lindeman by to approve. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

Picnic License – Abby Colby Crossings Chamber: The city received the following picnic license – Abby Colby Crossings Chamber for Colby Cheese Days on 7/17-21/25. Motion was made by Lindeman, seconded by Hesgard to approve. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk97649284]Just Another Music Monday Request:  Kevin Hanson has coordinated music in the South 1st Street Park near the gazebo again for the summer of 2025. Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Hesgard to approve the request for the park use. Motion carried with a voice vote.

CSM for Mark Calmes to Create a Lot in Town of Colby off of N 7th Street: This is a new CSM adding some land to the previous CSM creating a lot just off of N 7th Street in the Town of Colby. Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Baumgartner to approve the new CSM as presented. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Advertise for Summer Hire: DPW Higley asked the council to allow for the advertising of a summer hire for 2025. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Hesgard to allow DPW Higley to advertise for the hire of summer help. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

Committee meetings for April: Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission will meet on April 14, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at the Police Department. Central Fire & EMS District will meet on April 17, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. at Station 2. Re-organizational meeting is April 15, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. 

Adjourn:  Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by O’Brien to adjourn at 7:15 P.M. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Approved _____________________
                James W Schmidt, Mayor 

Attest _________________________
              Connie Gurtner, Clerk
