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The regular meeting of the Colby Common Council was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Mayor James Schmidt. On roll call: O’Brien, T Schmidt, Baumgartner, Hesgard, Hederer and Lindeman. Also present were Mayor James Schmidt, Clerk Connie Gurtner, DPW Higley, Chief Joe Mueller, Larry Oehmichen and citizens – Ben Beat, Leroy Kralcik, Marlene Vonne.  

Agenda was posted by the clerk. The agenda will stand as the order of the meeting.

Minutes of the February 4th meeting minutes were pre-read and reviewed.  
Motion was made by Hesgard, seconded by Hederer to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried with a voice vote.

Financial Statement and Bills were discussed. Motion was made Schmidt, seconded by Hederer to approve the financial statement and bills. The amounts approved are as follows: General Fund $646,259.30; Capital Fund $4,624.38; Water Department $27,228.73; Sewer Department $22,706.99; Net payroll $27,694.24. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Colby/Abbotsford Police Commission met on February 10th.    

The commission approved minutes and expenditures. 

Colby Hometown Heroes Banner Program:  President Schmidt presented information about the Hometown Heroes Banner Program in the City of Colby. Applications are being sought for personalized pole banners recognizing first responder paramedics, first responder firefighters, first responder police and nurses. The banners will be displayed for two summers starting in 2025. Application deadline is March 1, 2025. 

Chief's Report:  Detective Lemay presented the Chief's Report. Chief Alex Bowman and Lieutenant James Wagner are attending the annual State Chief's Conference. Officer Goodwin was complimented for his handling of a felony fleeing case that resulted in two arrests. Detective Lemay reported on his investigation of a sexual assault case involving a juvenile. He said a suspect was arrested on several charges with a $100,000 cash bond posted. ICE was contacted, as the suspect from Nicaragua was in the country illegally. He said ICE had 48 hours to hold or release the suspect. Detective Lemay said traffic stops involving OWI were up, although the overall activity report numbers were down due to the cold January weather. K-9 Hemi was deployed twice in January, with no arrests being made. There were 714 total CAPD activities reported for the month of January, compared to 776 activities reported for the first month of 2024.

Meeting date for March 2025: The next CAPC meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 10, 2025 at the CAPD.

Central Fire & EMS District met on February 27th.  

New ambulance purchase or remount Med 11 or have engine worked on:
Discussion was held on Med 11 along with possible purchase of a new ambulance.  Larry Oehmichen shared information received from E.L.M. Repair from Edgar on either having the engine replaced on Med 11 for having the exhaust system retuned. E.L.M. Repair stated that it would be very expensive to have the engine replaced and that retuning the exhaust would allow the unit to operate for another 100,000-150,000 miles with better fuel mileage and increased power. The approximate cost of retuning is $4,000-$5,000. There was no price information available on remounting Med 11 onto a new chassis at this meeting. Travis Nixdorf stated that the purchase price of a new ambulance is $309,774.  If a new ambulance was ordered today the district would not take delivery until the end of 2027 with no payment required until delivery is made.  This purchase price does not include any graphics. The commission voted to repair Med 11 at E.L.M and also to recommend to the municipalities that a contract be signed for the purchase of a Braun 2026 Ford F550 to be delivered at the end of 2027 for the sum of $309,774. A motion was made by O’Brien, second by Schmidt to give permission to sign the contract to purchase a Braun 2026 Ford F550 to be delivered the end of 2027 for the sum of $309,774.  Motion carried.  

SCBA:
Jeremiah from MacQueen Emergency Services was present to show the air packs being considered for purchase.  These air packs are MSA’s newest version and are compatible with the MSA air tanks purchased in 2019.  The air packs the district currently utilize are 2002 model M7 and are considered obsolete due to not being able to purchase replacement parts. The new air packs would have a 15-year “bumper to bumper” warranty.  32 air packs are being requested at a price of $7,443.20 per pack along with 60 face masks for a total of $278,589.40.  It was noted that the district recently completed fit testing, and it was found that 8 masks failed the test. Larry Oehmichen shared information he obtained from Dalmatian Fire regarding MSA refurbished air packs they have for sale; they have 2007 model M7 air packs and quoted a price of $27,200 for 32 air packs.  As the air tanks the district currently uses are good until 2034 (15-year life) Larry Oehmichen recommended purchasing the MSA refurbished air packs to get the district to 2034 whereas air packs and air tanks would be purchased together with bids to be received from the 3 manufacturers that sell SCBA equipment for more competitive pricing. Nancy O’Brien asked for clarification on the quote: Shipping would be approximately $500 (with the possibility of being waived), payment if approved is Net/30, delivery if approved would be approximately 3 weeks. Rick Rinehart suggested purchasing 10 new air packs for the next 3 years as opposed to purchasing 32 new air packs at one time.  With that said, the face masks would have to be placed with the air pack and used by anyone using that air pack as opposed to having individual face masks.
The commission made a motion to recommend to the municipalities to purchase 32 new air packs and 60 face masks per the quoted price of $278,589.40.  Roll call vote was taken with a yes in favor of the purchase, a no not in favor of the purchase:  City of Abbotsford, yes; City of Colby, no; Town of Colby, no; Town of Holton, yes; Town of Hull, yes; Town of Mayville, yes; Village of Dorchester, no.  Motion carried 4-3. This purchase will need to be on the municipality’s March agenda for consideration. The council discussed the purchase options with Joe Mueller and Larry Oehmichen in detail. Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Baumgartner to purchase 32 new air packs and 50 face masks from MACQUEEN in the amount of $278,589.40. Roll Call – Ayes: Baumgartner, Hederer, O’Brien, Schmidt; Noes: Lindeman; Hesgard abstained. Motion carried.

Accounting contract with the City of Colby:
Discussion was held on the accounting contract with the City of Colby.  The Colby City Council prepared a contract for accounting services requesting $800/month with a 5% increase annually, payment of the annual software maintenance fee along with the existing duties.  Larry Oehmichen shared information he received from Reis & Reis CPA for monthly accounting services which was quoted at $742/month with a onetime startup fee of $750.  The quote also provided for a 15% discount which the firm provides to non-profit organizations and municipalities.  As this is only a quote and the firm is heavy into tax season, Larry Oehmichen suggested signing the contract with the City of Colby until 12/31/2025 which would allow time to obtain answers to any questions regarding services provided.  It was noted that the contract can be terminated with 90 days’ notice. The commission voted to sign the contract with the City of Colby with options to be reviewed in September 2025. 

City Planning Committee met on March 4th.  

The City Planning Committee held a hearing at 6:00 PM to hear all persons interested in being heard regarding the re-zoning of the downtown district form CG-1 to CG-2. Motion was made by Schmidt, seconded by Hesgard to approve the re-zoning as published and noticed from CG-1 to CG-2. Motion carried.

Mayor Schmidt: Mayor Schmidt reported on his meeting of the Clark County Economic Development. 

Mayor Schmidt appointed Dan Hederer to serve a 3 year term on the Colby Cemetery Association. Motion was made by O’Brien, seconded by Hesgard to approve the appointment. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

Clerk Gurtner: Informed the council that she will be out of the office on March 17th to March 21st. 

DPW Higley: DPW Higley reported on the precipitation and flows for February 2025 at the STP.  He also reported on the pumpage of water for February 2025.   

Building Permits issued: Joseph & Lenora Mueller, 309 S 3rd St, kitchen cabinets and counter tops; Terry and Betty Kayhart, 501 S Main St, new flooring and steps; Katherine Johnson, 301 N 1st St, wheelchair ramp; Seth Pinter, 610 S Division St, replace garage door and remove block wall because of damage; Forward Bank, 1122 N Division St, new sign.

Picnic License – St. Mary’s Knight of Columbus: The city received the following picnic license – St Mary’s Knights of Columbus Fish Boil 3/14, 3/28, 4/11. Motion was made by Lindeman, seconded by Hederer to approve. Motion carried with a voice vote. 

[bookmark: _Hlk97649284]Crime Stoppers Donation Request:  The city received a letter from Crime Stoppers of Clark County asking the city for a $250.00 donation to cover some of the expenses involved with the program. Motion was made by Schmidt to approve the donation at a total of $250.00. Motion died due to the lack of a second. 

Committee meetings for March:  Colby-Abbotsford Police Commission will meet on March 10, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. at the Police Department. Central Fire & EMS District will meet on March 27, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. at Station 2. The annual cemetery meeting is March 31, 2025 at 7:00 PM at the Colby City Hall. Public Works Committee will meet on March 31, 2025 at 6:00 PM. Parks/Rec/Recycling Committee will meet on April 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

April Council Meeting: The Spring Election is Tuesday, April 1st and we have been using the council room for the elections. The council meeting will be moved to Tuesday, April 8th at 6:30 PM. 

Adjourn:  Motion was made by Hederer, seconded by Lindeman to adjourn at 7:44 P.M. Motion carried with a voice vote.

Approved _____________________
                James W Schmidt, Mayor 

Attest _________________________
              Connie Gurtner, Clerk

