


Amundson Community Center
200 Spring Street, Cambridge
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, 6:30
 
Special Meeting
Village of Cambridge Board of Trustees

Minutes

1. Call to Order/Roll Call:  President McNally called the meeting to order at 6:       p.m.  Members present:  Trustees Hollenbeck, Breunig, Blackwood, Kreklau, Franklin and President McNally.  Others present:  Lisa Moen, Administrator/Clerk; Jane Landretti, Stafford Rosenbaum; Donna and Jeff Bauns; Jennifer Kreklau, Jana, Katelyn and Joe Evans; Tom Frederick; Patty Strohbusch; Terry Johnson; Gail and Doug Tufte; Bill Crist; Alicia Hynes, Rockdale; Breah Klemp; Jackie Frey. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Proof of Posting:  The agenda was posted in the upper and lower levels of the Amundson Community Center, Cambridge Post Office, Badger Bank and the Village Website.  

4. Public Comment:
· Jana Evans – She has made 18 public comments since 2022.  Oakland has contracted with others for EMS/Fire – this is jeopardizing the Volunteer Fire Department.  Christiana and Lake Mills have voted for apply for a new FDID#.  The EMS has tried applying since 2022 with Paul Blount as the Chief.  The Volunteer department is 122 years old, The Commission has failed to carry through with mediation.  It is fiscally responsible for them to look at the Deer Grove EMS proposal.  There should be immediate dismissal of public officials who have gotten us into this situation. 
· Alicia Hynes – Rockdale.  She has been on the Commission for 1 year.  There is still a lot of work to do.  We can’t fix the past but can look to the future.  There have been some positive changes, hiring a CPA, financials, changes of committee members, two people signing the checks.  WE can still work together to make progress; we can’t continue to fight.  AN audit will be done with Oakland leaving. 
· Patty Strohbusch – Oakland:  In 2018 she started hearing rumblings of things amiss in the EMS. She believes in the past and still today, there have been several committee members making decisions prior to items coming before the Commission.  In 2022 a new director was hired with no accountability.  There is no problem with the Fire Department, so why replace it with the EMS Director leading it?  
· Joe Evans, Fire Chief:  He has just learned that Mark Cook and Paul Blount have been in discussions with Edgerton regarding coverage for the whole district.  Keep the Volunteer Department intact.
· Jackie Frey:  Lifelong resident.  Fully supports the volunteer Fire Department.  Shameful what is going on.  Make decisions once and for all.
· Breah Klemp- Rockdale:  Husband is on the Fire Department.  Understands the need for qualified healthcare professionals but shouldn’t be at the expense of the Fire Department.  We are talking about people, not numbers.  Please stay in the Commission.
[bookmark: _Hlk168648173]
5. [bookmark: _Hlk163199520]Convene into Closed Session per 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session and 19.85(1)(g)  Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved: Fire and EMS Commission:  Trustee Breunig made a motion to enter into closed session per 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session and 19.85(1)(g)  Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved: Fire and EMS Commission, seconded by Commissioner Blackwood.  Motion carried on a 6-0 roll call vote.  

6. [bookmark: _Hlk168648307]Reconvene into Open Session:  Trustee Hollenbeck made a motion to reconvene into Open Session, seconded by Trustee Breunig.  Motion carried on a 6-0 roll call vote.  

7. Possible action taken on closed session items

Trustee Franklin made a motion to rescind our withdrawal from the 2018 IGA with the expectations that the Cambridge Volunteer Fire Department remains as the district’s designated fire service per the 2018 IGA and the expectation that the Fire/EMS Commission drafts a reduced budget excluding services to the Town of Oakland by 31, January, 2025, seconded by Trustee Breunig.  Motion carried 6-0

Trustee Breunig made a motion to vote against the Commission (aka District) applying for a new FDID number, seconded by Trustee Blackwood.  Motion carried 6-0.

Trustee Blackwood made a motion to authorize our attorney to draft the recission letter to be sent to the commission and all municipalities, seconded by Trustee Hollenbeck.  Motion carried 6-0.


8. Adjournment:  Trustee Hollenbeck made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Breunig.  Motion carried.  President McNally adjourned the meeting at 7:56 p.m.




Lisa Moen, Village Administrator/Clerk/Deputy Treasurer




