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Board of Selectmen 
 

Meeting Minutes –April 15, 2025 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church Street (Cheshire Community House) on Tuesday April 15, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.  

Board of Selectmen Members Present:   Shawn McGrath, Chair 
      Jason Levesque, Vice Chair  
      Ray Killeen, Member 
      Michelle Francesconi, Member  
      Ron DeAngelis, Member 
 
Finance Committee Members Present:  Jeff Chaput, Chair 
      Michael Biagini, Member 
      Austin Alibozek, Member 
      Kathy Levesque, Member (remote) 
      Denise Gregoire 
      William Rech 
      Patrick Pettit 
       
 
Others Present: Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator; Lynn Melchiori, William Craig, Northern Berkshire  
Vocational School Representative; James Brosnan, Northern Berkshire Vocational School Superintendent; Melanie  
Medon, Northern Berkshire Vocation School District Treasurer; Corey McGrath, DPW Director; Sabrina Damms,  
IBerkshires; Liseann Karandisecky; Sean Lydon; Whitney Flynn, Town Clerk; Art Kaufman; Sten Spinelli, Berkshire  
Eagle; Peter Traub; Bob Tetlow, HVRSD School Committee Rep; Erin Milne, HVRSD School Committee Rep; Andy  
Przystanski, HVRSD School Committee Rep; Erika Snyder HVRSD Business Manager; Aaron Dean, HVRSD  
Superintendent; Kellie Lahey; Katie Conlin, Woodlands Partnership. 
 
S. McGrath opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with one recording device (iBerkshires) 
 
Summary of Votes: 

• Vote to approve the Annual Town Election Warrant    5-0 

• Vote to keep the current Open Space and Recreation Committee in place  5-0 

• Vote to expand the executive assistant hours until the end of the fiscal year 4-0 

• Vote to appoint Brian Tenczar to the Zoning Board of Appeals    5-0 

• Vote to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted     5-0 
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Discussion/Decision Items 
Annual Town Election Warrant-  The Annual Town Election warrant was presented by Whitney Flynn, Town  
Clerk. 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by J. Levesque to approve the Annual Town Election Warrant as 
presented. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Francesconi – Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Jeff Chaput called the Finance Committee Meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Budget Hearings – Joint Meeting with Finance Committee  
Northern Berkshire Technical School -  Superintendent Brosnan and District Treasurer Melanie Medon joined to  
discuss the FY26 McCann budget.  Superintendent Brosnan reviewed the budget documents highlighting that the  
increase in Chapter 70 aid, Transportation noting that funds at the end of the year are sent back to the towns if  
not expended and noting that the freshman class is smaller than previous years.   He reviewed the budget line by 
line taking questions from the boards noting that the health insurance increase had a big impact on the budget,  
he also explained salary increases, decreases and changes in positions and programs.  Superintendent Brosnan  
notified the board that he had applied for an accelerated building grant to address the roof and window issues in  
the building and they are approved for a schematic design and will be meeting with a project manager and  
architect to have a final number for the project.  The Superintendent will keep the town informed of project  
progress. 
 
Hoosac Valley Regional School District -  Superintendent Dean and Business Manager Erika Snyder joined the  
meeting to discuss the HVRSD budget.  Superintendent Dean started by sharing that there were some significant  
challenges with large increases  to the special education outplacement costs and similar to McCann health 
 insurance costs, understanding that the towns are struggling, they put together a  reasonable budget.  
Superintendent Dean then outlined the thought process, operating budget reductions, teacher shortage impact,  
and the new district partnership for severe needs programming.   To combat past narratives the Superintendent  
reviewed positions and the role that each play (see attached documents) including their work and  
accomplishments. 
 
Business Manager Erika Snyder then reviewed the budget taking questions from board members.  She was  
thanked for providing the document that outlined the changes.    After the review B. Rech (Finance) asked about  
the return on investment for the taxpayers when scores are consistently below state averages, he further noted  
that there is a declining school population and inquired what the district is doing to make improvements.   
Superintendent Dean highlighted the pathways program  and noted progress made in the data.  There was  
discussion about the impact of COVID and that the district is seeing signs of improvement hoping to find ways to  
engage families and students in learning.   
 
FY26 Budget 
B. Rech asked if the Board of Selectmen has done a line-by-line discussion of the budget noting that it is $240,000  
over the levy.  There was discussion about the Library Assessment, Stipends and the School District budgets.   
 
Finance Committee Adjournment 
A motion was made by Denise Gregoire and seconded by Patrick Pettit to adjourn the Finance Committee Meeting  
At 8:08 p.m. 
Vote:  Unanimous 
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Discussion/Decision Items 
Open Space and Recreation Committee -  J. Levesque shared that he had received a response from BRPC and  
that all towns handle Open Space and Recreation Committees differently.  A. Kaufman stated that he would like 
to keep the current committee in place with a member of the Board of Selectmen in place.   
A motion was made by S McGrath and seconded by M. Francesconi to keep the current Open Space and  
Recreation Committee in place. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Francesconi – Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Executive Assistant Expanded Hours 
***M. Francesconi recused herself and left the meeting at 8:12 p.m. due to her relationship with the executive  
assistant 
S. McGrath shared that the request is to give additional hours to the executive assistant until the end of the  
fiscal year which will not trigger benefits. 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by R. Killeen to give the executive assistant expanded hours. 
Roll Call Vote: J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0 
***M. Francesconi returned to the meeting at 8:14 p.m. 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment – Brian Tenczar 
A volunteer interest form was received and it was noted that none of the current alternates were interested in  
the full appointment.  The Zoning Board of Appeals is requesting the appointment of Mr. Tenczar. 
A motion was made by R. DeAngelis and seconded by R. Killeen to appoint Brian Tenczar to serve as a member of  
the Zoning Board of Appeals 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Francesconi – Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Senior Center Rental – June 14  
The Town Administrator explained that a request has been made to close the pickleball court to the public on  
June 14th for a private party.   After discussion it was decided that the pickle ball court would not be closed to  
the public for private parties only for town events such as the Senior Center concerts.  The Town Administrator  
will notify the applicant. 
 
Consent Agenda 

• Minutes – April 1, 2025 

• Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants 
A motion was made J. Levesque and seconded by S. McGrath to approve the consent agenda as submitted. 
Discussion:  M. Francesconi asked if any changes were made to the minutes since they were sent to members, 
the Town Administrator shared that no edits were made. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Francesconi – Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Town Administrator Updates 
Dynegy Contract -  The Municipal Aggregation Cooperative now has 23 Berkshire County towns.  The contract 
with Dynegy Energy expires in November 2025.  In the middle of May the group will go out for indicative pricing 
to get a sense of where the market is. 
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Joe Nowak, Adams Board of Selectmen contacted the Town to see if there is interest in displaying the Girls 
Varity Basketball State Championship trophy.  After discussion the board will display the trophy during Annual 
Town Meeting, the Town Administrator will reach out to the Superintendent to make the arrangements. 
 
Community Compact IT Grant -  The Town Administrator shared that an award was granted in the amount of 
$78,027 for drive by water meter upgrades.  There was discussion on technology and if the cell reader meters 
might be a better option.  Quotes will be obtained for all options and presented to the Water Commissioners.   
 
Police Detective Status-  The Town Administrator shared that the Police Detective Status for Officer Jean-Calixte 
was omitted from the agenda, the requested document was read out loud by the Chair.     
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by J. Levesque to approve the letter with one edit. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Francesconi – Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Announcements from Board Members 
S. McGrath inquired about the former Country Charm building on Route 8 noting that a lot of work is being 
done. R. Killeen shared that a cease and desist has been issued by the Conservation Commission and the DEP is 
aware. 
 
M. Francesconi shared that the Firemen’s Balls is scheduled for Saturday May 3, 2025. 
 
Public Comment 
Lynn Melchiori thanked all those involved in the Paper Shredding event. 
 
Katie Conlin from the Woodland Partnership spoke about the upcoming grant opportunity, state owned land 
and opportunities offered for non-timber forest products, leaving information.   

Executive Session – MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Reason 3 – Union Negotiation To discuss strategy with respect 
to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating 
position of the public body and the chair so declares 

Executive Session – MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Reason 3 – Pending Litigation To discuss strategy with respect 
to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating 
position of the public body and the chair so declares. 

S.McGrath declared that the Board would enter executive session according to MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) 
Reason 3 as an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position. 
 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:45 p.m. and 
to enter executive session according to MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21 (a), Reason 3 and not to return to the regular 
meeting. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Francesconi – Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
. 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Jennifer Morse 
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April 29, 2025  

Document List 

1. Northern Berkshire Vocation School District Budget 

2. Hoosac Valley Regional School District Budget and Superintendent Notes 

3. History of Free Cash/Stabilization  

 

 












