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Board of Selectmen  
 

Meeting Minutes –December 12, 2023 
 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church Street (Cheshire Community House) on Tuesday December 12, 2023, at 6:30 PM.  

 

Board of Selectmen Members Present:  Shawn McGrath, Chair  
     Jason Levesque, Vice Chair 
     Ray Killeen, Member 

Ron DeAngelis, Member 
     Michelle Francesconi, Member 
   
Others Present : Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator ; Corey McGrath, DPW Director ;John Meany, 

NBEMS; Lynn Melchiori; Bob Tetlow; Art Kaufman; Peter Traub. 
 
Summary of Votes: 

• Vote to sign agreement with NBEMS effective January 1, 2024  4-0-1 

• Vote to approve the Consent Agenda as presented    4-0-1 

• Vote to appoint Bailey DiSanti as Animal Inspector   5-0 

• Vote to approve 2024 Licenses except for Saldo’s Auto Salvage  5-0 

• Vote to approve Saldo’s Auto Salvage Auto License   4-0-1 

• Vote to approve the Town Flag Policy     5-0 

• Vote to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 p.m.     5-0 
    

S. McGrath opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Agreement with Northern Berkshire EMS (NBEMS) 
John Meany, Chief of NBEMS joined the board to discuss the draft agreement.  M. Francesconi inquired if Adams 
Ambulance Service (AAS)  is able to stay in service what impact transfers will have on the NBEMS budget, John 
replied that is something they have talked about internally.  He also mentioned that AAS does a fund drive, as 
does NBEMS, this has been discussed internally as well.  The Town Administrator shared that OEMS has not been 
properly notified of the change in management at Adams Ambulance, that they did speak to an individual who 
would be stepping up from EMT to General Manager.  Further, AAS has a list of outstanding documents items that 
must be provided for them to remain in operation past the 12/31 closure date.  OEMS also shared that AAS hopes 
to share coverage with NBEMS to remain in operation and be financially stable to remain open in the future.  
Chief Meany shared that if AAS can stay open they will continue to be a mutual aid responder as they are now for 
NBEMS. 
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A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by J. Levesque to sign the agreement with Northern Berkshire 
EMS for primary coverage beginning on January 1,2024.   
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis  - Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Abstain; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1       
 
 
 
Consent Agenda  
The Town Administrator asked that warrants be reviewed prior to the meeting so any issues could be reflected 
within the minutes.   
 
The Town Administrator pointed out that the original payroll submitted by the Fire Chief for stipends was revised 
at the request of the Treasurer to omit the Chief and Corey McGrath who have opted to waive their stipend 
amounts.  The Fire Chief responded to 48 calls for service totaling $960 and Corey McGrath responded to 41 calls 
for service with 23 of those during working hours so his total was $360.    
 
R. DeAngelis stated that the board voted to give stipends and that they should not be allowed to decline, further 
he said that responders are out all hours of the night, in all conditions, taking time from their families.   
The Town Administrator shared that the Chief was concerned about the optics and explained the Fire Chief feels 
as if his stipend covers the administrative and training responsibilities, unfortunately the public does not know the 
amount of paperwork and mandates that the chief must follow. 
S. McGrath shared that the Chief’s stipend does not cover his response to calls. R. Killeen felt that declining the 
stipend is within the purview of the members. Corey McGrath spoke for only himself stating that he does not 
respond for the stipend.  S. McGrath stated that the board will accept with regret the fact that Chief Francesconi 
and Corey McGrath are waiving their stipend. 
 
A motion was made by J. Levesque and seconded by R. DeAngelis to approve the warrants as presented. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis  - Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Abstain; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1    
 

1. Minutes – November 28, 2023 -  Tabled  
2. Warrants -  PR and AP 

 
Discussion/Decision Items 

a. Animal Inspector Appointment – Bailey DiSanti 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by M. Francesconi to appoint Bailey DiSanti as Animal 
inspector. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis  - Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 

b. 2024 Liquor, Vehicle, Common Victualler Licenses 
The presented list was read into the record by the Town Administrator 
A motion was made by J. Levesque and seconded by M. Francesconi to approve all licenses except for 
Saldo’s Auto Salvage 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis  - Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
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A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by R. DeAngelis to approve the license for Saldo’s Auto 
Salvage 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis  - Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Abstain; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. 
McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1 
 
 

c. Flag Policy  
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to adopt the Flag Policy as written. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis  - Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
M. Francesconi noted that a discussion regarding the Flag Policy had first taken place several years ago. 
 

 
Town Administrator Updates 

a. Western MA – ASHER Training Location -  Lukas Horn approached the Town about using the cafeteria and 
old section of the Community House for ASHER training, no dates have been chosen.  The Town 
Administrator will get a new assessment of the air quality done before the training.   

b. Town Clerk Office Update -  The ceiling has been painted and the countertop cut, painting on the office 
space will commence shortly after the holidays.  Unfortunately, the Town is at the mercy of MBI to get 
the lines connected for the state computer system. 

 
Announcement from Board Members 
 
Members commented on the great turnout for the Holiday Party at the Cheshire Rod and Gun Club and thanked 
the Cheshire Rod and Gun Club for the use of the space at no charge. 
 
Public Comment- None 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by S. McGrath  and seconded by R. DeAngelis to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Jennifer Morse 
Town Administrator 
December 15, 2023 
 
Document List 

1. Meeting Agenda December 12, 2023 
2. Stipend for Fire Department July 1, 2023- December 1, 2023 
3. Agreement with NBEMS 
4. 2024 Licenses  
5. Draft Flag Policy 
6. Highway Department Bi-Weekly Log 



Submitted by: Jennifer Morse – Town Administrator        Posted:  12/8/23 @ 8:15 a.m.  

POSTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF MGL 30A §§18-25.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Selectmen  
 
 

Meeting Agenda – December 12, 2023 
6:30 PM 

  
Cheshire Community House – Meeting Room 

(Former Cheshire Elementary School) 
Entrance is at the West End of the Building at the ramp. 

 

1. Open Regular Meeting Introductions and Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Agreement with Northern Berkshire EMS  - 6:30 p.m. 

3. Consent Agenda 
a. Minutes -November 28, 2023  
b. Warrants – PR & AP  

4. Discussion/Decision Items  
a. Animal Inspector Appointment – Bailey DiSanti 
b. 2024 Liquor, Vehicle and Common Victualler Licenses  
c. Flag Policy 

5. Town Administrator Updates 
a. Western MA – ASHER Training location – Community House 
b. Town Clerk Office Update 

6. Announcements from Board Members 

7. Public Comment 

8. Any other business not anticipated 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

TOWN OF CHESHIRE 
191 CHURCH STREET | CHESHIRE, MASSACHUSETTS 01225 

 PHONE (413) 743-1690  

WWW.CHESHIRE-MA.GOV 













 

Flag Policy 

Flag Policy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I.  Introduction 
 
This Policy is intended to address flags allowed to be flown on Town of Cheshire flagpoles. 
 
II.  Flags Allowed to Be Flown 
 
The Board of Selectmen authorizes the following flags to be flown on Town-owned flagpoles, 
as an official expression of the Town’s governmental speech, to which the strictures of the 
First Amendment do not apply: 
 

• The official flag of the United States of America; 
• The official flag of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 
• The official flag of the Town of Cheshire; 
• The official flags of the various branches of military services of the United States of 

America; and/or 
• The official MIA-POW flag. 

 
No other flags shall be allowed to be flown on Town of Cheshire-owned flagpoles, as those 
flagpoles and this policy are not intended to establish or serve to create a forum for private 
expression. 
 
Adopted by vote of the Board of Selectmen:  
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