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Board of Selectmen  
 

Meeting Minutes – October 3, 2023 
 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church Street (Cheshire Community House) on Tuesday October 3, 2023, at 6:30 PM  

 

Board of Selectmen Members Present:  Shawn McGrath, Chair  
     Jason Levesque, Vice Chair 
     Ray Killeen, Member 

Ron DeAngelis, Member 
     Michelle Francesconi, Member 
 
 
   
Others Present: Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator; Corey McGrath, Facilities Manager; Lynn Melchiori; 

Cheryl Maguire; Bob Tetlow; Christine Emerson; Sandra Sloane; Peter Traub; Art 
Kaufman; Liseann Karandisecky, HLD Prudential Committee Chair; Val Tyska; Alred Tyska; 
Jane Giard; Rebecca Herzog 

 
 
Summary of Votes: 

• Vote to keep Veteran/War Memorials at the Town Hall Common    3-1-1 

• Vote to approve the consent agenda minus the minutes which were tabled  5-0 

• Vote to approve $5,815 from ARPA funds for a new town website   5-0 

• Vote to approve the estimate from Applied Water Shed Sciences     5-0 

• Vote to hire Bailey DeSanti as Facilities Maintenance Technician    5-0 

• Vote to change the title of Council on Aging Director to Senior Cener Director  5-0 

• Vote to change the title of COA Meals Coordinator to Senior Center Meals Coordinator 5-0 

• Vote to adjourn at 7:31 p.m.        5-0 
 
 
S. McGrath opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Veteran Memorial Discussion – Val Tyska Petition 
S. McGrath stated that the board had a conversation about moving the monuments after the idea was brought 
forth, at the end of the initial conversation it was noted that input from the community would be sought when 
the board was ready to continue the discussion..   
 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by R. Killeen to keep the war memorials in their current 
location. 
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Discussion:  J. Levesque asked if the motion took it off the table for the future, it was discussed that topics can 
always come back to the board for discussion. There was discussion on War Memorial that would address all 
veterans lost in war, including the civil war at the Community House.   
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis -Abstain; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath - No 
Motion Carries:  3-1-1 
 
Val Tyska presented a petition signed by ninety-three residents “we the undersigned, definitely oppose the 
removal of the Cheshire War Memorials from the Twon Hall Common to the Community House”, she stated that 
the Town Common is a beautiful area and to move and possibly damage the monuments would be unacceptable, 
noting that people feel this is an important topic. 
 
M. Francesconi spoke about the reasons why the idea was discussed which included the Memorial Day parade 
route and the safety concerns with Route 8 especially for the children riding bikes.  There was further discussion 
on the parade route and the number of structures on the commons including monuments, benches, utility poles, 
trees etc. 
 
Art Kaufman stated that he did not want to see the Memorial Day ceremony moved to the Community House as 
suggested.  This topic of the Memorial Day Parade will take place at a future meeting. 
 
 
Consent Agenda 

• Minutes - September 19, 2023 - Tabled 

• Warrants PR 24-07; AP 24-08 

• Youth Center – Facilities Request Form – Cafeteria for Halloween Party 
 
A motion was made by J. Levesque and seconded by R. DeAngelis to approve the Consent Agenda minus the 
minutes.  
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 
 
Discussion/Decision Items 

a. ARPA Fund Request – New Town Website 
The Town Administrator and Municipal Clerk participated in a demonstration from TownWeb last week, 
after reviewing other web platforms they are recommending TownWeb for the new website.  The 
website will be built and ready to go live in early February.   The new website will be more user friendly 
for residents and visitors as well as for staff.   The annual cost of the website is the same as the current 
platform. 
 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by M. Francesconi to allocate up to $5,815 for the new 
town website hosted by TownWeb. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 

 
b. HLD – Lake Management Study 

The Town Administrator shared that the estimate for the first phase of a lake management study and 
correspondence between the vendor and HLD President Liseann Karandisecky were in the packet.  Also 
shared was the balance of the deweeding funds allocated as an earmark in the FY22 Governors budget, 
the total remaining is $14,132.71. 
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A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by J. Levesque to accept the Lake Management Proposal 
from Applied Watershed Sciences. 
 
Discussion:  There was discussion regarding the short- term and long-term management plan, the same 
weed problems year after year,and the weed study being a band aid.  Liseann was asked how old the 
current lake management plan is and she stated 20+ years old and the plan mainly addressed ownership.  
She was asked if the HLD voted to move forward with the estimate, she acknowledged that they did.  R. 
DeAngelis asked why they are coming to the town now to release the funds when they haven’t in the 
past, there was discussion about the harvester and the funds.  R. DeAngelis further stated the HLD 
members made the decision and moved forward with the harvesting of weed, the town should have been 
part of that decision and then spoke about the HLD begin a district and being governed by their bylaws, 
he felt that they should be applying for their own funds or dissolve the district and have it all under the 
umbrella of the town.   S. McGrath acknowledged that mistakes were made in the past, that this is the 
first step to correct the process.  It was suggested that the Board of Selectmen set up a meeting to 
discuss process with the HLD moving forward. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 
 

 
c. Facilities Position – Bailey DiSanti 

A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by J. Levesque to hire Bailey DiSanti as Facilities 
Maintenance Technician. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 

 
d. Council on Aging/Senior Center Director & Meals Coordinator Title Changes 

The Town Administrator shared that she sought input from the Council on Aging regarding the change in 
titles for Senior Center staff.   They would like for the title of Van Driver to remain Council on Aging since 
it is on the side of the van.  The Town Administrator said that this is the perfect time for a change in title 
with the name change of the building, the ongoing wage/salary study and for clarification between the 
Senior Center and the role of the Council on Aging as an advisory board. 
 
A motion was made by R. DeAngelis and seconded by S. McGrath to change the title of the Senior Center 
staff to Senior Center Director and Senior Center Meals Coordinator. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 

 
e. Pickleball Rules and Regulations 

The Town Administrator shared that input was sought from avid Pickleball players and S. McGrath, the 
draft rules and regulations were in the packet.  The pickleball court must cure for a few more weeks, lines 
can then be painted, it will then need to be sealed prior to use.  Reservations will be handled through a 
new app or the town website, not by the Senior Center Director.  The rules and regulations will be posted 
to on the website and at the court. 
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Town Administrator Updates 
a. Town Officials Meeting - The Town Officials meeting is scheduled for Wednesday October 11, 2023, at 

7:00PM responses have been very slow, a reminder will be emailed out to all 
board/committees/departments this week.   

 
b. Stafford Green Site Visit Correspondence - The Town Administrator shared that she was in contact with 

Stafford Green there is no language within the decision requiring a yearly inspection, however the board 
would like to do a site visit in the coming weeks to check on the odor mitigating steps that are in place.  
The police chief is working directly with the company to check on the status of security.  Cheryl McGuire 
was present and confirmed that they would be happy to have visitors in small groups, harvesting is almost 
completed. 
 

 
c. Ambulance Exploratory Group - The Town Administrator explained that group has been put together to 

explore the towns options for ambulance services.  The group is made up of Shawn McGrath (BOS), John 
Tremblay (Finance), Tom Francesconi (Fire, EMT), Mike Alibozek (Police), Corey Swistak (EMD, Fire, EMT) 
and Corey McGrath (EMS).  The group will be talking to local ambulance services including Adams, 
Northern Berkshire, Lanesborough and exploring town operated services.  The group will report back to 
the Board of Selectmen prior to the budget season. 
 

d. Town Offices to Community House Update - The Assessors floor is complete, and the counter almost 
done, she should be ready to move over by the middle of the month.  Spectrum was on site Monday and 
the last piece is equipment which is expected to happen in the next week.   

 
Announcements from Board Members - None 
 
Public Comment 
Barry Emery suggested that a resolution should be obtained by the Town through the House of 
Representatives thanking Bob and Diane Hitter for their many years of service to the Town by serving on the 
Historical Commission. 

 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by M. Francesconi to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; J. Levesque – Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes 
Motion Carries:  - 5-0 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Jennifer Morse 
Town Administrator 
October 6, 2023 
 
Document List 
 

1. Agenda -  October 3, 2023 
2. Facilities Use Form -  Youth Center Halloween Party 
3. Townweb Proposal 
4. Applied Watershed Sciences Estimate 
5. Municipal Aggregation Program Information 

Approved:  October 17, 2023 






































































