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Meeting Minutes – July 12, 2022 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church St (Cheshire Elementary School) on Tuesday July 12, 2022, at 6:30 PM.  

 
Members Present:  Michelle Francesconi – Chair 
   Shawn McGrath – Vice Chair 

Jason Levesque   
   Ray Killeen (arrived at 7:00 p.m.) 
   Ron DeAngelis 
  
Others Present: Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator; Kathy Levesque; Gerry Zarek; Travis Fachini, 

Building Commissioner; Michael Alibozek, Police Chief; Cody Alvarez, Police Officer; 
Peter Traub, Lynn Melchiori, Youth Center Board Members; Sonia DeSanti, Youth Center 
Director. 

 
Michelle Francesconi called the meeting of the Board of Selectmen to order at 6:30p.m.  
 
 

Summary of Votes Taken: 

• Vote to enter Executive Session to discuss Youth Center Lease   Roll Call Vote:  4-0 

• Vote to appoint Cody Alvarez as Full Time Police Officer    Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to appoint David Tarjick as Police Sergeant     Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to appoint Timothy Garner, Robert Mallet, Paul Maloney & Paul Mazzacco as Special Police Officers  

Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

 

• Vote to approve the Consent Agenda except for the 6/28/22 Minutes  Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to appoint Corey McGrath as Flag Keeper     Roll Call Vote:  4-0-1 

• Vote to hire Dawn Krutiak as Council on Aging, Meals Coordinator   Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to create a design/feasibility committee for the Cheshire Elementary School Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to appoint the Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator and Facilities Manager to the Design/Feasibility 

Committee.        Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to approve the HVMC Special Event Permit Application   Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to approve the Berkshire Running Camp Facilities Use Form   Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

• Vote to surplus sale items from the Elementary School (2- Walk-In’s, 1 Floor Mixer) Roll Call Vote:  4-0-1 

• Vote to donate the meat slicer to the Cheshire Rod & Gun Club   Roll Call Vote:  4-0-1 

• Vote to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m.     Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
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Executive Session 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to enter – MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), 

Reason 6 to consider the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real estate, if the chair declares that an open 

meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the public body - Youth Center Lease 

regarding lease payments. 

Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 

Motion Carries:  4-0 
 

The Board entered back into regular session at 7:13 p.m. after the conclusion of the executive session meeting. 
 
Department Updates 
Building Commissioner – Travis Fachini joined the board and presented total number of permits issues in FY22 
(see reports).  He was contacted by Stafford Green, they are ready for final inspection of the driveway, he will 
set that up the inspection with the Planning Board and Fire Chief.   The former Country Charm building has 
completed the mitigation plan and building analyst putting it in compliance with the enforcement order.  M. 
Francesconi stated that the building is now on the market listed as a commercial space not residential.  612 
West Mountain Road permit has not been issued, the commissioner has inspected the foundation and took 
pictures, if the plans are not received for the permit approval, then an order will be issued by the end of the 
week to stop all construction. R. Killen asked about a property on Arnold Court and if they had a permit, the 
commissioner will follow up.  There was discussion about the Assistant Building Commissioner and the fact that 
he has not worked any hours to support the position.  There was discussion about posting the position, M. 
Francesconi will contact the current Assistant Building Commissioner and topic will be placed on a future 
agenda. 
 
Police Department – Chief Alibozek 
Full Time Officer Appointment - Chief Alibozek shared that five applications for the Fulltime position were 
received with three interviews conducted.  He is recommending that the Board hire Officer Cody Alvarez as 
Fulltime Police Officer. 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to hire Officer Cody Alvarez as Fulltime 
Police Officer. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
Officer Alvarez will be starting full time the week of July 25, 2022. 
M. Francesconi noted that she had spoken with Chief Alibozek about appointing Officer Alvarez as Emergency 
Management Director, this discussion will be tabled to a future meeting. 
 
FY23 Sergeant and Special Officer Appointments- Chief Alibozek recommended appointing Officer David Tarjick 
as Sergeant due to his fifteen years of services on the department, good community presences and knowledge 
of the department.  Officer Tarjick is available in the absence of the Chief.  M. Francesconi shared her concerns 
but also stated that she respects the Chiefs choice. After discussion a motion was made by M. Francesconi and 
seconded by J. Levesque to appoint Officer David Tarjick as Sergeant. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
 
Special Police Officers - Chief Alibozek presented the board with Traffic Safety and Event Officer qualifications.  
These officers will be doing details and special events and carry no police powers.   Chief shared that it is very 
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difficult to find details officers, there was discussion on the qualifications and Chief assured the board that only 
those with police experience would hold this role in the department. 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to appoint Timothy Garner, Robert Mallet, 
Paul Maloney, and Peter Mazzacco as Special Police Officers. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Facilities Maintenance 
C. McGrath shared that the water has been restored to the bathrooms off the lobby and the kitchen bathroom 
as well as cold water to the kitchen sinks.  The Fishpond in the lobby will be dismantled and rebuilt by volunteers 
with the fish being donated.  C & S Masonry is set to begin the emergency masonry repairs at town hall in 3-4 
weeks. 
 
Public Comment 
Kathy Levesque and Gerry Zarek of 674 North South Road notified the board that they had lost Verizon Wireless 
service from June 28, 2022, to July 8, 2022.  They shared their frustration with Verizon having spent countless 
hours on the phone noting that Verizon didn’t offer any support.  They brought it to the attention of the board 
as it is a concern for emergency services and the residents of Cheshire.  M. Francesconi suggested that a letter 
be sent to Verizon sharing the Towns concern regarding the outage and the impact to emergency services. 
 
Consent Agenda 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to approve the consent agenda except for 
the minutes of June 28, 2022. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
  

Minutes 6/14/22 & 6/28/22 ⃝ As Submitted   x As Amended 

Warrants PR22-27, PR23-01, AP22-30, 

AP23-02 

X Payroll   x Vendor  

 
Board of Selectmen Discussion/Decision Items 
Depot Street Construction Bid - J. Morse shared that Berkshire Engineering put together the bid package for the 
Depot Street, Mill Hill Road, and Railroad Street Water Line Improvement Project with a bid deadline of July 29, 
2022, at 10 a.m.  The estimated cost of construction only is $150,000.  There was discussion on the current 
water project on Route 8 and the need for a clerk of works to manage the next project to ensure the project is 
completed to the specifications. 
 
Cemetery Position - J. Morse informed the board that she had met with the Cemetery Superintendent and 
forwarded the resumes received to date.  The Cemetery Superintendent stated that they may not need to hire 
an additional employee this summer since they are coming into the slow time of year.   
 
Flag Keeper Appointment - A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by R. DeAngelis to appoint 
Corey McGrath as Flag Keeper. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Abstain; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1 
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Meal Coordinator Permanent Position – A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to 
hire Dawn Krutiak as the permanent Meal Coordinator at the Center for Active Living. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Former Cheshire Elementary School – Design/Feasibility Committee - Discussion about creating a committee to 
procure and contract a designer/feasibility study for the school.  There was further discussion on a phase 
approach to the project.  R. DeAngelis felt like that town doesn’t have to spend a lot of money to start moving 
town offices to the space, other members shared that they would like to see a full design including the old 
section and have a phased construction approach.  
 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to create a design/feasibility committee for 
the Former Cheshire Elementary School. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by M. Francesconi to appoint the Board of Selectmen, Town 
Administrator and Facilities Maintenance Manager to the Design/Feasibility Committee. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
 
HVMC – Special Permit Application - The event will be held on August 6, 2022, and August 7, 2022, at Whitney’s 
Farm; confirmation has been received from Adams Ambulance that they will have an ambulance available for 
both days. 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to approve the HVMC event on August 6 and 
August 7, 2022. 
Discussion:  J. Levesque asked that a copy be forwarded to the Building Commissioner for zoning questions. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Berkshire Running Camp – Facility Use Form – The form was reviewed and M. Francesconi asked that they be 
notified that the approval will only be for town property not for the church property and parking lots. 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to approve the Facility Use Form for the 
Berkshire Running Club on August 16, 2022, and August 18, 2022. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
Surplus Property Disposition Requests - C. McGrath recommended the surplus sale of three items at the former 
elementary school that are valued at less than $10,000.   The items include the Hobart Mixer, Hobart Walk-In 
Freezer and Kolpak Walk-In Freezer.   J. Morse also asked that the meat slicer be donated to the Cheshire Rod 
and Gun Club. 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to donate the meat slicer to the Cheshire 
Rod and Gun Club 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Abstain, M. Francesconi – 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1 
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A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to surplus sale the three items as requested. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes, J. Levesque – Abstain, M. Francesconi – 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1 
 
Line-Item Transfers – Tabled to Thursday July 14, 2022, at 7:00 p.m., joint meeting with the Finance Committee. 
 
Town Administrator Updates 
BRPC- Culvert & Bridge Grant Application – J. Morse shared that Cheshire will join five other communities in 
applying for a grant with BRPC that will inventory all the road stream crossings, structure condition, 
measurements, and a score for flood risk as well as fish pass ability, plus conceptual drawing for one priority 
culvert that we identify.  This will open the town up for more funding to get permitting, final engineering and 
replacement. 
 
J. Morse shared that she had reached out to Representative Barrett regarding the Route 116 Engineering costs 
and Elementary school project.  He will be coming to town for a meeting to discuss funding opportunities on 
Wednesday July 13th at 9 a.m.  S. McGrath and J. Levesque will join the discussion. 
 
Announcements from Board Members  
R. Killeen shared that the Conservation Commission would be meeting regarding an RDA, and they will be adding 
the MS-4 compliance to the agenda.  He also noted that the BRTA bus is having a difficult time maneuvering the 
intersection of Church St/Depot St. with the cars parked within the crosswalk area, he will stoop down and talk 
to Bob about painting the required 20 feet from a crosswalk as no parking. 
 
M. Francesconi gave an update on the Leland Park revitalization project, the work on the monument is being 
done pro-bono by C&S Masonry.  Volunteers Corey McGrath and Aaron Singer will dig the base of the 
monument for the repair and will remove the walkway panels.   She also noted that the work on the Fishpond at 
the school is being done by all volunteer work. 
 
J. Morse noted that the Planning Board requested that the Master Plan Committee be reinstated, an email was 
sent by Planning Board chair Peter Traub, this will be added to the next agenda. 
 
Public Comment 
Peter Traub asked about how the board will get information out to the public regarding the school.  M. 
Francesconi explained that as the process moves forward the public will be kept informed through the website, 
meetings, Facebook and perhaps the Cheshire Chatter. 
 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
Jennifer Morse 
July 19, 2022 
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Document List : 
 

• Agenda July 12, 2022 

• Youth Center Lease 

• Building Inspector Reports 

• Email Chief Alibozek re:  Officer Appointments 

• Traffic Safety and Event Officer Duties 

• Draft Minutes – June 14, 2022 

• Designer Selection Procedures 

• HVMC Special Event Permit Application 

• Berkshire Running Camp Facilities Use Form 

• Surplus Property Disposition Request 
 
 
 

 
Approved:  
Board of Selectmen -  July 26, 2022 



Submitted and posted by: Jennifer Morse – Town Administrator                                          Posted:  7/7/22 at 9:53 a.m. 

POSTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF MGL 30A §§18-25. 

 
 

Board of Selectmen  
 

Meeting Agenda – July 12, 2022 
6:30 PM 

  
Cheshire Elementary School – Green Room 

 

1. Open Regular Meeting the board will go immediately into Executive Session 

2. Executive Session – MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a), Reason 6 to consider the purchase, exchange, 

lease, or value of real estate, if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect 

on the negotiating position of the public body - Youth Center Lease regarding lease payments. 

3. Introductions – Pledge of Allegiance     

4. Department Updates 

a. Building Commissioner 

b. Police Department Updates 

i. Full Time Officer Appointment  

ii. FY23 Sergeant & Special Officer Appointments 

c. Facilities Maintenance 

5. Consent Agenda   

Minutes 6/14/22 & 6/28/22 ⃝ As Submitted   ⃝ As Amended 

Warrants PR22-27, PR23-01, 

AP22-30, AP23-02 

⃝ Payroll   ⃝Vendor  

6. Board of Selectmen Discussion/Decision Items 

a. Depot Street – Construction Bid  

b. Cemetery Position  

c. Flag Keeper Appointment – Corey McGrath 

d. Meal Coordinator Permanent Position – Dawn Krutiak 

e. Former Cheshire Elementary School – Design/Feasibility Selection Committee  

f. HVMC – Special Event Permit Application 

g. Berkshire Running Camp – Facility Use Request Form 

h. Surplus Property Disposition Requests  

i. Line Item Transfers FY22 

7. Town Administrator Updates 

a. BRPC – Culvert & Bridge Grant Application 

8. Announcements from Board Members 

9. Public Comment 

10. Any other business not reasonably anticipated 48 hours prior to the meeting. 











From: Michael Alibozek
To: BOS; Jennifer Morse
Subject: CPD Roster FY23
Date: Friday, June 24, 2022 7:52:52 AM

I would also like to discuss the department roster for FY 23. Below is what I’d like to see.
 
Sergeant David Tarjick
Officer Cody Alvarez
Officer Robert Hungate
Officer Amalio Jusino
Officer Aaron Goodell
Officer Claude Jean-Calixte
 
Special / Detail Officers
Tim Garner
Paul Maloney
Peter Mazzacco
Robert Mallet
 

I would like to promote Officer Tarjick to the rank of Sergeant. This will provide the
department with an addition contact of rank within the department while I’m out of town.
Officer Tarjick and a great knowledge of the town and the laws we enforce. Officer Tarjick
tour will be done on June 30, 2024 do to the bridge qualifications.

 
Thank You,
                Mike
 
 
Sgt. Michael J. Alibozek
Cheshire Police Department
Office: 413-743-1501
Fax: 413-743-1944
Cell: 413-358-7887
 
 

mailto:malibozek@cheshire-ma.gov
mailto:bos@cheshire-ma.gov
mailto:jmorse@cheshire-ma.gov


Traffic Safety and Events Officer 
 

As a traffic safety and events officer, you will be responsible for ensuring the smooth and safe 
movement of traffic around road incidents, planned roadwork, construction projects or large events. 

 

The job role of a traffic safety and events officer may involve the following duties: 

 

• Making important decisions on how best to design the layout and management of traffic 
systems 

• Predicting traffic flow and potential issues on planned routes 
• Handling incidents, such as road traffic collisions, and arranging the swift removal of debris and 

other risks 
• Providing a highly visible presence at road traffic incidents 
• Keeping traffic flow as smooth as possible without compromising public safety 
• Undertaking continuous improvement by monitoring the situation and making changes 

accordingly 
• Planning the safest, quickest and most efficient routes of travel 
• Attending functions or gathers to ensure the safety of participants 
• Compiling accurate information for the purpose of the billing needs 

 

As a traffic safety and events officer, you understand you have no right of arrest and carry no police 
authority. In the event that a police present is required you are to contact the local police authority. 
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Meeting Minutes – June 14, 2022 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church St (Cheshire Elementary School) on Tuesday June 14, 2022, at 6:30 PM.  

 
Members Present:  Michelle Francesconi – Chair 
   Shawn McGrath – Vice Chair 

Jason Levesque   
   Ray Killeen  
   Ron DeAngelis 
  
Others Present: Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator; Corey McGrath, Facilities; Peter Traub; Brian 

Rhodes, Shirley Nye. 
 
Michelle Francesconi called the meeting of the Board of Selectmen to order at 6:36 p.m.  

Executive Session 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to enter Executive Session at 6:37 p.m. 
according to MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) Reason 3 – To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining 
or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public 
body.  Warner vs. Town of Cheshire and MGL Chapter 30A, Section 21(a) Reason 3 – To discuss strategy with 
respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining 
or litigating position of the public body.  Town Water Department Logging Settlement. 

Summary of Votes Taken: 

• Vote to enter Executive Session at 6:37 p.m.    Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
• Vote to allow the Water Dept to settle with Krutiak Logging Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
• Vote to hire Mike Alibozek as Police Chief pending negotiations Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
• Vote to remove the Board of Selection from the Memorial Day  Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

Committee 
• Vote to appoint the FY23 Boards & Committees as discussed Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
• Vote to appoint the FY23 Town Employees as presented  Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
• Vote to appoint Tom Francesconi as Fire Chief to a three-year term Roll Call Vote:  4-0-1 
• Vote to sign one year lease of the Elementary School with the Roll Call Vote:  5-0 

Hoosac Valley Regional School District 
• Vote to approve the Consent Agenda as presented  Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
• Vote to approve Cheshire Rod & Gun Club one day liquor license Roll Call Vote:  4-0-1 
• Vote to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.     Roll Call Vote:  5-0 
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Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 

The Board entered back into regular session at 7:05 p.m. after the conclusion of the executive session meeting. 
 
Discussion/Decision Items 

a. Water Department Settlement Vote if Necessary - A motion was made by J. Levesque and seconded by 
M. Francesconi to allow the Water Department to accept $3,000 from Krutiak Logging for the trees 
removed from town property. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

 
b. Police Chief Position -   A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by M. Francesconi to offer the 

position to Michael Alibozek pending negotiations. 
Discussion:  R. Killeen stated that both candidates were extremely close, and J. Levesque felt as if both 
were viable candidates however Mr. Alibozek was his preference due to his community experience.  
There was discussion regarding a Memo of Understanding instead of a contract and the board agreed 
they has dome expectations that will need to be discussed.  R. DeAngelis noted that Mr. Alibozek also 
brings to the town experience as a paramedic.   It was decided to have an executive session meeting on 
Tuesday June 21, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. to negotiate the terms of employment for the Police Chief. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

 
c. Fiscal Year 2023 Appointments 

Board/Committee   Name    Term Expiration 
Board of Registrars   Gary Herzog   Term Expires 2025 
Council on Aging Member   Liseanne Karandisecky  Term Expires 2024 
Council on Aging Member  Barbara Proper   Term Expires 2025 
Council on Aging Alternate  Suzanne Boyle   Term Expires 2023 
Council on Aging Alternate  Val Tyska   Term Expires 2023 
Recreation Committee   Robin Piorot   Term Expires 2023 
Memorial Day Committee  Liseanne Karandisecky  Term Expires 2023 
Memorial Day Committee  Board of Selectmen  Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Board of Appeals Member Thomas Zappula  Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Board of Appeals Member Dale Grimshaw   Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Board of Appeals Member Stephen Marko   Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate Robert Balawender  Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate Jared Martin   Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate Jeffrey Reynolds  Term Expires 2023 
Conservation Commission Membré Carol Francesconi  Term Expires 2023 
Conservation Commission Member Ron DeAngelis   Term Expires 2023 
Conservation Commission Member Raymond Killeen  Term Expires 2023 
Farm Commission   Eric Whitney   Term Expires 2023 
Farm Commission   Joseph Wrenn   Term Expires 2023 
Historical Commission   Diane Hitter   Term Expires 2025 
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Historical Commission   Robert Hitter   Term Expires 2025 
 
Board/Committee   Name    Term Expiration 
Historical Commission    Lois Nangle   Term Expires 2025 
Greylock Advisory Board  Gary Trudeau   Term Expires 2023 
Northern Berkshire Art Council  Art Kaufman   Term Expires 2025 
Keeper of the Flags   Steve LaFogg   Term Expires 2023 
Keeper of the Flags Alternate  Corey McGrath   Term Expires 2023 
Town Perambulator   Barry Emery   Term Expires 2023 
Town Perambulator   Rick Salvi   Term Expires 2023 
MVP/HMP Core Team   Jennifer Morse   Term Expires 2023 
MVP/HMP Core Team   Robert Navin   Term Expires 2023 
MVP/HMP Core Team   Corey Swistak   Term Expires 2023 
MVP/HMP Core Team   Tom Francesconi  Term Expires 2023 
MVP/HMP Core Team   Liseann Karandisecky  Term Expires 2023 
MVP/HMP Core Team   Michael Alibozek  Term Expires 2023 
NBSWM District Rep.   Amber Lafogg   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Michelle Francesconi  Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Shawn McGrath   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Jason Levesque   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Raymond Killeen  Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Ron DeAngelis   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee CJ Garner   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Travis Delratez   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Corey McGrath   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Tom Francesconi  Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Adam Healey   Term Expires 2023 
Emergency Management Committee Jennifer Morse   Term Expires 2023 
Citizen Advisory Committee  Mark Biagini   Term Expires 2023 
Citizen Advisory Committee  Raymond Killeen   Term Expires 2023 
 

There was discussion regarding removing the Board of Selectmen from the Memorial Day Committee due to the 
timing of town meeting and the budget process.  A motion was made to remove the Board of Selectmen from 
the Memorial Day Committee. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by R. DeAngelis to approve all the board and committee 
appointments. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

 
Town Employee Appointments 
Position    Name    Term Expiration 
Highway Superintendent  Robert Navin   Term Expires 2023 
Tree Warden    Robert Navin   Term Expires 2023 
Treasurer    Rebecca Herzog   Term Expires 2023 
Town Administrator   Jennifer Morse   Term Expires 2024 * 
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Chief Procurement Officer  Jennifer Morse   Term Expires 2023 
Rent Control Board   Board of Selectmen  Term Expires 2023 
Position    Name    Term Expiration 
Building Commissioner   Travis Fachini   Term Expires 2023 
Zoning Enforcement Officer  Travis Fachini   Term Expires 2023 
ADA Compliance Officer   Travis Fachini   Term Expires 2023 
Assistant Building Commissioner Ryan Contenta   Term Expires 2023 
Wiring Inspector   George Sweet   Term Expires 2023 
Assistant Wiring Inspector  Leslie Rhinemiller  Term Expires 2023 
Plumbing/Gas Inspector   Michael Biros   Term Expires 2023 
Assistant Plumbing/Gas Inspector John Burzimati   Term Expires 2023 
Fire Chief    Tom Francesconi  Term Expires 2023 * 
Assistant Fire Chief   Corey Swistak   Term Expires 2023 
Assistant Fire Chief   Jason Mendoca   Term Expires 2023 
Assistant Emergency Manager  Corey Swistak   Term Expires 2023 
Veterans Agent    Stephen Roy   Term Expires 2023 
 
 

Discussion on appointing the Twon Administrator to a two-year term according to MGL Chapter 41, Section 23A.  
Discussion on appointing the Fire Chief to a three-year term according to MGL Chapter 48, section 42. 
J. Morse notified the board that the Police Department appointments would be handled at the next regular 
board meeting on the recommendations of the new Chief. 
 
Discussion on appointing Town Counsel resulted in the Town Administrator doing an RFQ due for legal services 
due to the increase in fees.     
 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to approve all employee appointments 
except for Fire Chief. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by J. Levesque to appoint the Fire Chief, Tom Francesconi to a 
three-year term. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Abstain 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1 
 

d. Cheshire Elementary School Lease with HVRSD- Discussion on the one-year lease expiring on 
September 1, 2023, with the School District.  M. Francesconi informed the board that she spoke with the 
Superintendent who asked if he should be looking for another location for offices.  She said that she had 
given her opinion that the town should be looking to utilize the space for town needs.  There was 
discussion on adding school use to a future agenda.   
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by R. Killeen to sign the Cheshire Elementary School 
lease with the Hoosac Valley Regional School District  
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

 
Department Reports 
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a. Building Department - Corey McGrath shared that he had met with J. Morse and Guardian regarding 
projects using Green Communities grant funds, they will be coming out to look at the various project 
next week including the School Heating system.     Corey has also been working on obtaining quotes for 
the landscaping and hopes to have bids ready for the next meeting.  The bid has been received for 
emergency masonry repair work at the Town Hall from Allegrone.  R. DeAngelis would like to see more 
bids and Corey will reach out to other vendors for the next meeting.  Corey shared that the Annex is 
showing signs of masonry disrepair and that the police station chimney needs to be repointed.  There 
was discussion on maximizing the rental of the lift when the work is being done to Town Hall to get an 
estimate on repair to the internal gutter system. 

 
Consent Agenda 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to accept the Consent Agenda as presented 

Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - 
Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

Minutes 5/31/22, 6/7/22 ⃝ As Submitted   ⃝ As Amended 
Warrants 6/14/22 ⃝ Payroll   ⃝Vendor  

 
Town Administrator Updates 
COA Director Position - The chair of the Council on Aging asked if the committee would have input in the hiring 
of the new director.  M. Francesconi felt it was important to have one member interview the applicants with the 
board if the member had no conflicts, it was agreed by the entire board to include one member in the hiring 
process. 
 
Cheshire Rod & Gun Club 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by R. DeAngelis to approve the Cheshire Rod and Gun Club 
one day liquor license for Tuesday June 21, 2022. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Abstain, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-0-1 
 
Public Comment 
Shirley Nye of 590 Savoy Road discussed the problem of water coming off or Route 116 and flooding her 
property, she mentioned that she had talked with the Highway Superintendent and that some work had been 
done with riprap to deter the water but that it made it worse.  R. DeAngelis will do a site visit.  S. McGrath noted 
that area was of concern during the MVP/HMP workshop and that a resident stated that there is a culvert 
failing. 
 
Announcements from Board Members 
R. Killeen mentioned that cars were parking inside the Father Tom campsite, Corey McGrath mentioned that 
signs have been ordered and M. Francesconi reminded everyone that hikers can park their vehicles at the school 
over night by forwarding name/make, model, year, license plate information/ contact information/ emergency 
contact information and dates to Town Hall. 
 
 
Annual Town Meeting Recap - Board members discussed the positive and negative points of the Annual Town 
Meeting.  J. Levesque felt that it would be important prior to the next budget season to do employee 
evaluations since there was discussion about salaries.   There was a lengthy discussion about the proposed 
change in the Marijuana bylaw, Cemetery and Library Amendments and failure of the MS4 stormwater bylaw.    
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Adjournment 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by J. Levesque to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote:  R. DeAngelis- Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque – Yes, M. Francesconi - Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
Jennifer Morse 
June 28, 2022 
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______________________________________ ("Awarding Authority") 

Designer Selection Procedures 

(Adopted [date]) 

1. These procedures govern the selection of designers for any municipality or local public agency building 
project subject to the state designer selection law, M.G.L. c. 7C, §§ 44-58 CURRENTLY DESIGN FEE OVER 
$30,000 AND ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COST OF OVER $300,000 (AS OF ADOPTED DATE, ABOVE). Any 
other local law governing the procurement of services will be inapplicable to these procurements. 

2. The [name of authorized governmental unit, e.g. Board of Selectmen, City Council] ("Approving Body") has 
the authority to conduct the designer selection process for the Awarding Authority. The Approving Body may 
delegate any duties described herein to the extent such delegation is permissible by law.   

3. The Approving Body shall designate the individual or group of individuals (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Committee") who will conduct the designer selection process. No member of the Committee shall participate 
in the selection of a designer for any project if the member, or any of the member's immediate family:  

a. has a direct or indirect financial interest in the award of the design contract to any applicant;  

b. is currently employed by, or is a consultant to or under contract to, any applicant;  

c. is negotiating or has an arrangement concerning future employment or contracting with any 
applicant; or  

d. has an ownership interest in, or is an officer or director of, any applicant.    

4. A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for each contract subject to these procedures shall be advertised in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the building project, in the Central Register published by 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and in any other place required by the Approving Body, at least two 
weeks before the deadline for filing applications.    

5. The advertisement shall contain the following information:    

a. a description of the project, including the specific designer services sought, the time period within 
which the project is to be completed, and, if available, the estimated construction cost;  

b. if there is a program for the building project, a statement of when and where the program will be 
available for inspection by applicants;  

c. when and where a briefing session (if any) will be held;   

d. the qualifications required of applicants;   

e. the categories of designers' consultants, if any, for which applicants must list names of consultants 
they may use;   

f. whether the fee has been set or will be negotiated; if the fee has been set, the amount of the fee 
must be listed in the advertisement;   

g. when and where the RFQ can be obtained and the applications must be delivered.   

6. The RFQ shall include the current "Standard Designer Application Form for Municipalities and Public 
Agencies not within DSB Jurisdiction," which is available for download from the Massachusetts Designer 
Selection Board website at Procedures for Municipalities and Public Agencies not within DSB Jurisdiction. 
The Application Form may be amended to include additional information on a project-specific basis.  OR 
ANOTHER METHOD OF REQUESTING EVALUATIVE INFORMATION, DEEMED MORE APPROPRIATE BY THE 
TOWN.    

7. The Committee shall evaluate applicants based on the following criteria:    

a. prior similar experience;   

b. past performance on public and private projects;   

c. financial stability;   

https://www.mass.gov/procedures-for-municipalities-and-public-agencies
https://www.mass.gov/procedures-for-municipalities-and-public-agencies


d. identity and qualifications of the consultants who will work with the applicants on the project; and  

e. any other criteria that the Committee considers relevant to the project.   

8. The Committee shall select at least UP TO three finalists . Finalists may be required to appear for an 
interview or provide additional information to the Committee, provided that all finalists are afforded an equal 
opportunity to do so.    

9. The Committee shall rank the finalists in order of qualification and transmit the list of ranked finalists to the 
Approving Body.2 No person or firm, including applicants' listed consultants, debarred pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
149, § 44C, shall be included as a finalist on the list.  

The list must be accompanied by a written explanation of the reasons for selection including the recorded 
vote, if any. The written explanation and recorded vote, if any, shall be public records and shall be 
maintained in the contract file. 

10. If the fee was set prior to the selection process, the Approving Body shall select a designer from the list of 
finalists. If the Approving Body selects a designer other than the one ranked first by the Committee, the 
Approving Body shall file a written justification for the selection with the Committee and maintain a copy in 
the contract file.     

11. If the fee is to be negotiated, the Approving Body shall review the list of finalists and may exclude any 
designer from the list if a written explanation of the exclusion is filed with the Committee and maintained in 
the contract file. The Approving Body shall request a fee proposal from the first ranked designer remaining 
on the list and begin contract negotiations. If the Approving Body is unable to negotiate a satisfactory fee 
with the first ranked designer, negotiations shall be terminated and undertaken with the remaining 
designers, one at a time, in the order in which they were ranked by the Committee until agreement is 
reached. In no event may a fee be negotiated which is higher than the maximum fee set by the Approving 
Body prior to selection of finalists.     

12. If the Approving Body is unable to negotiate a satisfactory fee with any of the finalists, the Approving Body 
shall recommend that the Committee select additional finalists.     

13. The Approving Authority may allow a designer who conducted a feasibility study to continue with the design 
of a project. However, the Approving Authority may commission, at its discretion, an independent review, by a 
knowledgeable and competent individual or business doing such work, of the feasibility of the designer's 
work to insure its reasonableness and its adequacy before allowing the designer to continue on the 
project, provided the Approving Authority otherwise complies with the statutory requirements for selecting a 
designer under Chapter 7C of the General Laws, including those set forth in M.G.L. c. 7C, § 54(a)(i).    

14. Every contract for design services FOR PROJECTS WITH A DESIGN FEE OVER $30,000 shall include the 
following:    

a. certification that the designer or construction manager has not given, offered, or agreed to give any 
person, corporation, or other entity any gift, contribution, or offer of employment as an inducement 
for, or in connection with, the award of the contract for design services;   

b. certification that no consultant to, or subcontractor for, the designer or construction manager has 
given, offered, or agreed to give any gift, contribution, or offer of employment to the designer or 
construction manager, or to any other person, corporation, or entity as an inducement for, or in 
connection with, the award to the consultant or subcontractor of a contract by the designer or 
construction manager;   

c. certification that no person, corporation, or other entity, other than a bona-fide full-time employee of 
the designer or construction manager, has been retained or hired by the designer or construction 
manager to solicit for or in any way assist the designer or construction manager in obtaining the 
contract for design services upon an agreement or understanding that such person, corporation, or 
other entity be paid a fee or other consideration contingent upon the award of the contract to the 
designer; and  

d. certification that the designer has internal accounting controls as required by M.G.L. c. 30, § 39R(c), 
and that the designer has filed and will continue to file an audited financial statement as required by 
M.G.L. c. 30, § 39R(d). 



All fees shall be stated in design contracts, and in any subsequent amendments thereto, as a total dollar 
amount. Contracts may provide for equitable adjustments in the event of changes in scope or services. 

15. The Awarding Authority shall not enter into a contract for design services unless the Awarding Authority or 
the designer has obtained professional liability insurance covering negligent errors, omissions, and acts of 
the designer or of any person or business entity for whose performance the designer is legally liable arising 
out of the performance of the contract. The total amount of such insurance shall at a minimum equal the 
lesser of one million dollars or ten percent of the project's estimated cost of construction, or such larger 
amounts as the Awarding Authority may require, for the applicable period of limitations. A designer required 
by the Awarding Authority to obtain all or a portion of such insurance coverage at its own expense shall 
furnish a certificate or certificates of insurance coverage to the Awarding Authority prior to the award of the 
contract.     

16. Every contract for design services shall include a provision that the designer or its consultants shall not be 
compensated for any services involved in preparing changes that are required for additional work that 
should have been anticipated by the designer in the preparation of the bid documents, as reasonably 
determined by the individual responsible for administering the design contract.    

17. In the event of an emergency that precludes the normal use of these designer selection procedures, the 
Approving Body may elect to authorize expedited procedures to address the emergency. The Approving Body 
shall document in writing the reasons for the emergency declaration, the proposed scope of work, the 
estimated cost of construction, the established fee for the needed design services, and any other relevant 
information. 

The Approving Body may select three finalists from any standing list of designers who have applied for 
projects of a similar nature, or may otherwise select three designers to be considered as finalists for the 
project. The Approving Body shall rank the finalists in order of qualification and select the designer for the 
emergency work. 

18. The Awarding Authority shall publish the name of any designer awarded a contract in the Central Register.   

19. The following records shall be kept by the Awarding Authority:   

a. all information supplied by or obtained about each applicant;   

b. all actions taken relating to the project; and   

c. any other records related to designer selection. 

All records shall be available for inspection by the state Designer Selection Board and other authorized 
agencies. 

20. The Awarding Authority shall evaluate designers' performance on contracts using the Designer Selection 
Board evaluation form(s) in accordance with M.G.L. c. 7C, § 48(h), and file completed evaluations with the 
Board and any other agency named in M.G.L. c. 7C, § 48(h).     

21. Nothing in these Procedures shall be interpreted to require the establishment of a board or waive or reduce 
the requirements of any other applicable law or regulation.    

22. For any municipal design or construction project that includes funding provided by the Commonwealth, in 
whole or in part (such as reimbursements, grants and the like), cities and towns must incorporate minority-
owned business enterprise and women-owned business enterprise participation goals. If applicable, the 
Awarding Authority shall take steps to assure that it complies with all Supplier Diversity Office requirements. 

ENDNOTES 

1. LeClair v. Norwell, 430 Mass. 328 (1999); Cape Ann Citizens Assn. v. Gloucester, 47 Mass. App. Ct. 17 
(1999).   

2. Alternatively, local procedures could require that the Committee select the designer and negotiate the fee, if 
necessary, and transmit its recommendation to the Approving Body 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/learn-about-the-municipal-construction-affirmative-marketing-program
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	Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 191 Church St (Cheshire Elementary School) on Tuesday June 14, 2022, at 6:30 PM.





