
B o a r d  o f  S e l e c t m e n  –  M i n u t e s  
N o v e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1  

1 | P a g e  
 

 
 
 

Meeting Minutes – November 30, 2021 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church St (Cheshire Elementary School) on Tuesday November 30, 2021, at 6:30 PM.  

 
Members Present:  Jason Levesque, Clerk    
   Shawn McGrath 
   Ray Killeen  
Members Absent: Michelle Francesconi, Chair 
   Mark Biagini 
 
Others Present: Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator; Liseann Karandisecky; Francis Willett; Peter Traub; 

Lynn Melchiori; Brian Rhodes (IBerkshires); Alan Nuttal; Gene Gebarowski; John 
Tremblay; Christine Emerson, Town Clerk; Christina Salvini.  

 
Jason Levesque called the meeting of the Board of Selectmen to order at 6:30 p.m.  

1. Department Reports – Tabled to a future meeting 
 
2. Consent Agenda 

A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by R. Killeen to approve the consent agenda 
Roll Call Vote R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque -Yes 
Motion Carries:  3-0 
 
3. Municipal Purpose Loan Signatures (Water Project - $500,000 & Highway Trucks - $235,000) 
Town Clerk Christine Emerson was present to have the board sign the loan documents for the Route 8 water 
project- $500,000 and the Highway Trucks - $235,000 for a total of $735,000. The lowest bidder was 
Greenfield Cooperative Bank at a rate of .037%. 
A motion was made by J. Levesque and seconded by S. McGrath to sign the borrowing documents (note, clerk 
certificate and three copies of the agreement) awarding to the lowest bidder Greenfield Cooperative Bank. 
Roll Call Vote R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque -Yes 
Motion Carries:  3-0 

 

Summary of Votes Taken: 

• Voted to approve the consent agenda    3-0 
• Approval and signatures on Municipal Purpose Loan  3-0 

• Voted to solicit bids for three- year auditing contract  3-0 

• Voted to adjourn the meeting    3-0 
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4. Discussion/Decision Items 
a. IFB – Herbicide Treatment of Hoosac Lake  

Francis Willett and Liseann Karandisecky, HLD Prudential Committee members joined the board at the request 
of the Town Administrator to discuss the joint Invitation for Bid document. J. Morse shared that she had reached 
out to the LAPA president and obtained information from the Town of Lanesboro and worked on the scope of 
services with Liseann. F. Willett stated that the intent of having a joint IFB and contract was for transparency and 
to deal with the town portion of the costs being transferred to the HLD by formal procedure. He further 
explained that the HLD is working on transparency and has created a dam committee who successfully has 
lowered the water levels for the winter. They are looking for a vendor that can do more, help with a long-range 
plan and management of the dam. J. Levesque thought the joint venture was good since all taxpayers’ dollars go 
to the de-weeding services at the lake. R. Killeen expressed that the joint venture would allow the town and HLD 
to share resources. P. Traub inquired about the legality of a joint contract between the two entities and the 
need to alert members of the HLD of the plan. L. Karandisecky and J. Morse shared those legal opinions were 
obtained and it is justified, and F. Willett shared that once the bids are received and before a contract is 
awarded the information will be provided to HLD in a meeting. It was noted that the HLD need to follow all state 
laws and this IFB is in line with the procurement laws. 

 
 

b. Host Community Agreement – Mass Yield Cultivation 

The Board reviewed the revised agreement sent by the Attorney for Mass Yield Cultivation. Members agreed that 

there was no objection to the changes. There was discussion on the Community Impact Fee of $20,000 noting that 

the additional $5,000 for community programs was at the discretion of the town. The board will add this to the 

next agenda for a vote after getting the opinion of town counsel which had not responded to the request as of 

the meeting. 

 

c. RFQ – Auditing Services  

The document was sent in the packet and the Town Administrator shared that the Request for Quotes would be    

sent to auditing firms for a three-year yearly audit. 

A motion was made by R. Killeen and seconded by S. McGrath to solicit bids with the RFQ for auditing services 

Roll Call Vote R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque -Yes 
Motion Carries:  3-0 

 
 

d. Response from School Committee re:  panorama education questions 

 J. Levesque was disheartened as a taxpayer that the questions would not be answered and noted that they are 

pursuing the lease. S. McGrath asked about the effective date of the lease agreement noting that a decision needs 

to be made soon since there is no current agreement, and the expiration of the draft agreement is August. R. 

Killeen shared that the response bothers him, and discussion continued about problems with the building. The 

board asked that the old section be sealed immediately, and an air quality test conducted. J. Morse will reach out 

to the board of health for support finding an air quality testing company. J. Levesque noted that even with the 

concerns over the building the district will not find a cheaper rate elsewhere. S. McGrath mentioned that the 

School Committee is meeting on Monday December 6, 2021, and has a Meet and Greet scheduled on Tuesday 

December 7, 2021, that would be a good forum for residents to ask questions directly. 
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e. EMD Job Description and Position – Tabled to the next regular meeting. 

 

f. Go To Meeting Platform – Remote Meeting Access 

Members felt it is important to keep the Go to Meeting Platform available for transparency. M. Francesconi is 

working on recent problems with the invoicing.  

 

g. E. Main Street Housing Complaint  

The Board of Selectmen received a complaint regarding a house on East Main Street, the Board of Health has sent 

a letter to the property owners. 

 

h. Municipal Participation in Statewide Opioid Settlements 

Discussion on the town joining the Opioid settlements, money given to the town needs to be used over eighteen 

years to fund prevention, harm reduction, treatment, and recovery efforts. The deadline to join the settlements 

is January 2, 2022. The Town Administrator will share the information with the Fire Chief and Police Chief for input 

and ask them to come to the next board meeting for discussion. J. Morse will reach out to the Attorney General 

Office to see if the money can be distributed to vendors such as Adams Ambulance.  

 

5. Announcements from Board Members 
R. Killeen wondered if ARPA funds for essential workers could be used in the upcoming contract negotiations 
and brought up grant programs through National Grid for Electric Charging Stations. Morse said that she knows 
Eversource has such a program and will inquire with National Grid. 
 

6. Public Comment 
Lynn Melchori was hoping that the school committee would answer the questions and she will be attending the 
upcoming school committee meetings. 
 
Christina Salvini inquired about a new street sign for Maple Drive as the current one is unstable and not visible. 
J. Morse will mention it to the Highway Superintendent for replacement. 
 
 
 
Adjournment:  A motion was made by S. McGrath and seconded by R. Killeen to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 
p.m. 
Roll Call Vote R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque -Yes 
Motion Carries:  3-0 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Morse 
Town Administrator 
December 1, 2021 
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Document List 
1. Agenda November 30, 2021  
2. Minutes November 16, 2021 – Draft 
3. Emails from Rebecca Herzog regarding borrowing rates 
4. Minutes November 2, 2021- Draft  
5. Minutes November 9, 2021 – Draft 
6. Council on Aging Report 
7. Highway Department Report  
8. ABCC regarding quotas for retail licenses 
9. ABCC Seasonal Population Form 
10. RFQ for Auditing Services – Draft 
11. Mass Council on Aging Award 
12. Code Red Weather Warning Sales Quote 

 
 
 

Approved:  12/15/21 



Submitted and posted by: Jennifer Morse – Town Administrator 11/24/21 @9:00 a.m.. 

POSTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF MGL 30A §§18-25. 

 
 

Meeting Agenda – November 30, 2021 
6:30 PM 

 
In-person  

The Green Room at 191 Church Street (former Cheshire Elementary School) 

Enter Building at West Ramp Entrance 
 

1. Open Meeting – Introductions – Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Municipal Purpose Loan Signatures (Water Project- $500,000 & Highway Trucks-$235,000)  

3. Department Reports 

a. Fire Chief 

4. Consent Agenda 

Minutes 11/16/21 ⃝ As Submitted   ⃝ As Amended 

Warrants 11/30/2021 ⃝ Payroll   ⃝Vendor  

5. Discussion/Decision Items 

a. Host Community Agreement – Mass Yield Cultivation 

b. IFB – Hoosac Lake De-Weeding – HLD Prudential Committee 

c. RFQ – Auditing Services  

d. New COA Van Amended Contract for FY22 

e. Response from School Committee re:  panorama education questions  

f. EMD Job Description and Position 

g. Go To Meeting – Remote Meeting Access 

h. E. Main St Housing Complaint Update 

i. MS4 – Permit Update 

j. Municipal Participation in Statewide Opioid Settlements  

6. Town Administrator Updates 

7. Announcements from Board members 

8. Public Comment 

9. Any other business not reasonably anticipated 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

10. Next Meeting -  December 7th   Senior/Veteran Work Off Program 

 
If technical Issues occur – DRAFT minutes and meeting documents will be posted to the website the next day. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/572029061 

You can also dial in using your phone.  United States:  +1(646) 749-3335 Access Code:  572-029-061 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/572029061
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Meeting Minutes – November 16, 2021 
 
Pursuant to a notice duly filed with the Town Clerk, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held in person at 
191 Church St (Cheshire Elementary School) on Tuesday November 16, 2021, at 6:30 PM.  

 
Members Present:  Michelle Francesconi, Chair 
   Jason Levesque, Clerk    
   Shawn McGrath 
   Mark Biagini 
   Ray Killeen  
 
Others Present: Jennifer Morse, Town Administrator; Liseann Karandisecky; Peter Traub; Lynn Melchiori; 

Brian Rhodes (IBerkshires); Alan Nuttal; Gene Gebarowski, John Tremblay  
 
M. Francesconi called the meeting of the Board of Selectmen to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

1. Consent Agenda 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by M. Biagini to approve the consent agenda as 
amended with minor grammatical changes to the minutes. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Biagini – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque -Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 

2. Part Time Police Officer Appointment – Aaron Goodell/Chief Garner 
Chief Garner is recommending the appointment of Aaron Goodell as a part-time officer. Mr. Goodell will be 
ready to go once he has some training to learn the streets. He is attending the bridge academy in the first 
year and currently works as a part-time officer in the Town of Lanesboro and as a part-time dispatcher in 
North Adams. There was brief discussion regarding availability.  
 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by S. McGrath to appoint Aaron Goodell as a part-time 
police officer 

Summary of Votes Taken: 

• Vote to approve the Consent Agenda as Amended      5-0 
• Vote to appoint Aaron Goodell as Part-Time police officer  5-0 
• Vote to approve the ABCC Seasonal Population Form     5-0 
• Vote to apply for the RERC – EPA Program   4-1-0 
• Vote to apply to DFS Equipment Grant for new Motorola Minitor 6 pagers totaling $12,418   

         5-0 
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Roll Call Vote:  M. Biagini – Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
 

 
3. Department Reports 

a. Council on Aging – Carole Hilderbrand 
Carole reports that the Council on Aging center continue to grow in numbers in both participation and 
volunteers. During the month of October four hundred (400) lunches were served and grab n go meals are 
provided as well. Activities include card making, workshop for cat nip toys for the Berkshire Humane Society, 
quilting, Christmas decorations, signing with art, a monthly birthday cake, games. The CHP medical van served 
54 individuals for booster and flu vaccinations. There was a jewelry making workshop with Jill Reynolds from 
Cheshire Glassworks, Line dancing and the foot clinic by appointment only. Outreach includes holiday gifts for 
those with insecurities, brown bag project with 32 individuals served, working with veterans and individuals 
to secure warm clothing, 82 birthday cards were mailed for October. Carole thanked Betty and George Sweet 
and Patti Grimshaw for completed the Walking Massachusetts Challenge and being awarded $1,000 for the 
Council on Aging, money will be used for fitness programs. Projects include the new electric lines for the 
dishwasher with a completion date of December 1st, working with Gene on the Capital budget requests, a 
volunteer team including CJ Garner will be setting up the Christmas Village on the state, A Christmas Journey 
with Kevin O’Hara is scheduled for December 3, 2021, ticket are currently on sale. 

 
b. Highway Department Report – Robert Navin 
Paving project is completed except for a few driveway aprons on Crest Drive and Arnold Court, should be done 
by the end of the week weather permitting. The highway department will fill in behind the curbing with loam 
once the aprons are finished. 
 
There is an issue at Stonehedge near the bottom or Arnold Court a sink hole from earlier in the summer hasn’t 
been corrected by the contractor who installed the water line last year. After bringing in a camera, it was 
determined that the storm pipe was improperly repaired causing the water to run along the water pipe causing 
a sink hole. The highway super and town administrator met today with the Water Commissioners to discuss, 
and the water department gave full support to the highway superintendent to work with the contractor on a 
time sensitive repair. If the repair is not done by Friday Bob will be in touch with the Water Commissioners. The 
Water Commissioners also gave approval to pay for the camera to discover the issues. 
 
Rain has slowed fall grading, winter equipment is ready to go, the residents sand bin has been moved to the left 
side of the yard for easier/safer access. 
 
The F550 is being built and almost finished with an expected delivery date of weeks. In the coming weeks the 
department will finish up shimming with the paver before the paving plant closes before Thanksgiving as well 
as dealing with any additional weather prep. 
 
A Snow/Ice training was held for 30 participants in conjunction with the Berkshire County Superintendents 
Association at the Highway Garage. The program was a huge success.  
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4. Discussion/Decision Items 

A. ABCC – Liquor License Status - The Town Administrator reported that all applications have been 
mailed to establishments which need to be returned by the end of November. To date two have 
been received. Morse asked the board to approve the seasonal population increase form.  

 
A motion was made by M. Francesconi and seconded by M. Biagini to approve the 2022 Seasonal Population 
Increase Estimation Form 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Biagini – Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 

 
 
Included in the packet was the total ABCC quota documentation for the board to review. 
 
B. Response from the School Committee re:  Panorama education questions - Tabled to the next 

meeting with no response received. J. Morse will email the Superintendent about the questions and 
to find out about the status of the Lease. 

 
C.  Recreation Economy for Rural Communities-   Board members have a DRAFT application in their 

packet. The grant opportunity was discussed with concerns from member R. Killeen regarding 
bringing in an outside agency to tell the town what has already been discussed in the past several 
months as far as needs. John Tremblay stated that the Cheshire Community Association could be the 
lead agency for the project after discussion about other entities to lead the steering committee. J. 
Morse read from the grant application that the agency would provide workshops with the steering 
committee to create a plan for revitalization.  

 
A motion was made by M. Biagini and seconded by M. Francesconi to authorize the Town Administrator to apply 
for the Recreation Economy and Rural Communities grant by the deadline of November 22, 2021.  
Roll Call Vote:  M. Biagini – Yes; R. Killeen- No; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  4-1-0 
 

D.  DFS – Fire Grant - The Town Administrator reported that she has been working with the Fire Chief to 
apply for a DFS Equipment grant for 20 Motorola minitor pagers. The total amount the town is eligible 
for based on population is $12,500 and the quote for the pagers and installation is $12,418.  

 
A motion was made by M. Biagini and seconded by M. Francesconi to authorize the town administrator to apply 
for the DFS equipment grant. 
Roll Call Vote:  M. Biagini – Yes; R. Killeen- Yes; S. McGrath- Yes; J. Levesque- Yes; M. Francesconi – Yes 
Motion Carries:  5-0 
 
 
5.  Board Member Announcements 
Regarding Code Red Quote in Packet - J. Morse informed the board that the weather advisories are an 
additional cost and separate program that residents need to sign up for. There was discussion on the current 
Code Red systems the town does utilize and getting a notice into the census in January alerting residents to the 
program. 
 
J. Levesque brought up the utility lines fed through the old section of the school and those residents need to be 
made aware now that demolition is likely. M. Biagini stated that fixing the school is not feasible with too much 
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money for remediation not to mention brining the space up to code. J. Morse will start looking into the utilities 
and demolition options and will report back at a future meeting.  
 
 
Adjournment:  A motion was made by M. Biagini and seconded by J. Levesque to adjourn the regular session 
meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote: J. Levesque – Yes; S. McGrath – Yes; R. Killeen – Yes; M. Biagini – Yes, M. Francesconi – Yes  
Motion Carries: 5-0 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Morse 
Town Administrator 
November 17, 2021 
 
 
 
 
Document List 

1. Agenda November 16, 2021 
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3. Minutes November 9, 2021 – Draft 
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7. ABCC Seasonal Population Form 
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9. Mass Council on Aging Award 
10. Code Red Weather Warning Sales Quote 

 
 
 
 



 

Town of Cheshire and 
Mass Yield Cultivation 

 

Host Community Agreement 

 

This Host Community Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into this ____day of 
_______,___(“Effective Date”) by and between Mass Yield Cultivation with its main office at 
___________________herein referred to as Mass Yield Cultivation and the Town of Cheshire (“Town”), 
a municipal corporation validly existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, with a 
principal base of business at 80 Church Street, Cheshire MA  01225, acting by and through its Board of 
Selectmen in reliance upon all of the representations made herein..  Collectively, Mass Yield Cultivation 
and the Town may be referred to as the parties. 

WHEREAS, the Company wishes to locate a Tier ____, _____ square foot Marijuana Cultivator 
for the cultivation, processing and packaging of marijuana, and the delivery of marijuana or transfer of 
marijuana to other marijuana establishments, but not to consumers, (the “Establishment”) at 
___________ Map ____ lot ___ in accordance with and pursuant to applicable state laws and 
regulations, including, but not limited to G.L. c.94G and 935 CMR 500.00, and such approvals as may be 
issued by the Town in accordance with its Zoning Bylaw and other applicable local regulations; and 

WHEREAS the Town recognizes the Establishment may benefit the Town and its citizens through 
increased economic development, additional employment opportunities for residents, and a 
strengthened local tax base; and  

WHEREAS the Company anticipates that the Town will incur additional expenses and impacts on 
the Town’s Road and other infrastructure systems, law enforcement, fire protection services, 
inspectional services, permitting and consulting services and public health, as well as unforeseen 
impacts, both quantifiable and unquantifiable on the Town; and  

WHEREAS the Company intends to provide certain benefits to the Town if it receives the 
requisite licenses from Cannabis Control Commission (the “CCC”) or such other state licensing or 
monitoring authority to operate the Establishment and receives all required local permits and approvals 
from the Town. 

WHEREAS the parties intend by this Agreement to satisfy the provisions of G.L. c.94G, Section 
3(d), applicable to the operation of the Establishment, such activities to be only done in accordance with 
the applicable state and local laws and regulations in the Town; and  

WHEREAS the Parties agree that the above Recitals are true and accurate and that they are 
incorporated herein and made a part hereof. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants set forth herein, and 
other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, 
the Company and the Town agree as follows: 

 



 

 

 

1. Annual Payments  

In the event that the Company obtains the requisite licenses and/or approvals as may be required for 
the operation of the Establishment, and receives any and all necessary and required permits and 
licenses of the Town, and at the expiration of any final appeal period related thereto, said matter not 
being appealed further, which permits and/or licenses allow the Company to locate, occupy and operate 
the Establishment in the Town, then the Company agrees to provide the following Annual Payments: 

A. Community Impact Fee  

The Company anticipates that the Town will incur additional expenses and impacts on the Town’s Road 
and other infrastructure systems, law enforcement, fire protection services, inspectional services, and 
permitting and consulting services, as well as unforeseen impacts on the Town. Accordingly, to mitigate 
the financial impact on the Town and use of Town resources, the Company agrees to pay an Annual 
Community Impact Fee to the Town, in the amount and under the terms provided herein. 

1. Company shall pay an Annual Community Impact Fee in an amount equal to three percent 
(3%) of the Gross Sale Price or a minimum of twenty-thousand ($20,000) per year of all 
marijuana and marijuana-infused products cultivated at the Facility (the “Community Impact 
Fee”). Gross Sales Price shall be defined as: a) with respect to sales of marijuana or marijuana 
products sold to third parties unrelated to the Company, the actual wholesale price paid by such 
parties; and b) with respect to sales of marijuana and marijuana products at Marijuana Retailers 
owned, operated or affiliated with the Company, the highest unit prices for products wholesaled 
to third parties in an arms-length transaction during the previous twelve months, calculated 
separately with respect to: i) flower; and ii) extracted products, as the case may be. 

2. The Community Impact Fee shall be made in semiannual installments per the Town’s fiscal 
year (July 1 - June 30). The Community Impact Fee for the first year of operation shall be 
prorated based on the number of months the Establishment is in operation. The Establishment 
shall be deemed in operation upon receipt of both an occupancy permit from the Building 
Commissioner and the issuance of a final license from the Cannabis Control Commission 
(“Commencement of Operations”).  

3. The Community Impact Fee shall continue for a period of five (5) years from the date the 
Establishment commences operations. A minimum of 3 months prior to the conclusion of the 
five-year term, the parties shall negotiate in good faith the terms of a new Community Impact 
Fee as an Amendment to this Agreement. Provided, however, that if the parties are unable to 
reach an agreement on a successor Community Impact Fee, the Community Impact Fee 
specified in paragraph 1 of this Agreement shall remain in effect until such time as a successor 
agreement is reached. 

 4. The Town shall use the above referenced payments in its sole discretion but shall make a 
good faith effort to allocate said payments to off-set costs related to road and other 
infrastructure systems, law enforcement, fire protection services, inspectional services, public 



 

health, and addiction services and permitting and consulting services, as well as unforeseen 
impacts upon the Town.  

5. Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 94G, §3(d), a “community impact fee shall be reasonably related to the 
costs imposed upon the municipality by the operation of the marijuana establishment…” 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Parties hereby acknowledge the difficulty in computing 
actual Town costs and agree that impacts may result in municipal budgetary increases that 
cannot be separately identified or precisely quantified. Consequently, the Company agrees that 
the payments due under this Agreement are reasonably related to Town costs and waives any 
claims to the contrary 

B.  Additional Costs, Payments and Reimbursements 

1. Permit and Connection Fees: The Company hereby acknowledges and accepts, and waives all 
rights to challenge, contest or appeal the Town’s building permit fee and other permit 
application fees, sewer and water connection fees, and all other local charges and fees generally 
applicable to other commercial developments in the Town. 

2. Establishment Consulting Fees and Costs: The Company shall reimburse the Town for any and 
all reasonable third-party consulting costs and fees related to any land use applications 
concerning the Establishment, negotiation of this and any other related agreements, and any 
review concerning the Establishment, including planning, engineering, legal and/or 
environmental professional consultants and any related reasonable disbursements at standard 
rates charged by the above-referenced consultants in relation to the Establishment that may be 
required in addition to the Planning Board’s review under the Bylaw, for which reimbursement 
will be required pursuant to G.L. c.44 §53G. 

3. Other Costs: The Company shall reimburse the Town for the actual costs incurred by the 
Town in connection with holding public meetings and forums substantially devoted to discussing 
the Establishment and/or reviewing the Establishment and for all reasonable consulting costs 
and fees related to the monitoring and enforcement of the terms of this Agreement, including, 
but not limited to independent financial auditors and legal fees. 

4. Late Payment Penalty: The Company acknowledges that time is of the essence with respect 
to its timely payment of all funds required under Section 1 of this Agreement. If any such 
payments are not fully made with five (5) days of the date they are due, the Company shall be 
required to pay the Town a late payment penalty equal to five percent (5%) of such required 
payments if the Company fails to cure the default within five (5) days following issuance of 
written notice from the Town of the default. 

C.  Community Development and Other Benefits 

       1. Education??? 

 

 
 



 

 

2. Local Vendors and Employment  

To the extent such practice and its implementation are consistent with federal, state, and municipal 
laws and regulations, the Company will make every effort in a legal and non-discriminatory manner to 
give priority to local businesses, suppliers, contractors, builders and vendors in the provision of goods 
and services called for in the construction, maintenance and continued operation of the Establishment 
when such contractors and suppliers are properly qualified and price competitive and shall use good 
faith efforts to hire Town residents and make reasonable efforts to utilize women-owned, minority-
owned, and veteran-owned vendors within the Town. The Company’s annual report to the Board of 
Selectmen shall include information concerning the number of Cheshire residents employed at the 
Establishment.  

3. Local Taxes  

At all times during the Term of this Agreement, property, both real and personal, owned or operated by 
the Company shall be treated as taxable, and all applicable real estate and personal property taxes for 
that property shall be paid either directly by the Company or by its landlord and neither the Company 
nor its landlord shall object or otherwise challenge the taxability of such property and shall not seek a 
non-profit or agricultural exemption or reduction with respect to such taxes. 

 Notwithstanding the foregoing, (i) if real or personal property owned, leased or operated by the 
Company is determined to be non-taxable or partially non-taxable, or (ii) if the value of such property is 
abated with the effect of reducing or eliminating the tax which would otherwise be paid if assessed at 
fair cash value as defined in G.L. c. 59, §38, or (iii) if the Company is determined to be entitled or subject 
to exemption with the effect of reducing or eliminating the tax which would otherwise be due if not so 
exempted, then the Company shall pay to the Town an amount which when added to the taxes, if any, 
paid on such property, shall be equal to the taxes which would have been payable on such property at 
fair cash value and at the otherwise applicable tax rate, if there had been no abatement or exemption; 
this payment shall be in addition to the payment made by the Company under Section 2 of this 
Agreement.  

4. Security 

 To the extent requested by the Town’s Police Department, and subject to the security and architectural 
review requirements of the CCC, or such other state licensing or monitoring authority the Company shall 
work with Town’s Police Department in reviewing and approving all security plans prior to 
implementation and commencement of operations. 

The Company agrees to cooperate with the Police Department, including but not limited to periodic 
meetings to review operational concerns, security, delivery schedule and procedures, cooperation in 
investigations, and communications with the Police Department of any suspicious activities at or in the 
immediate vicinity of the Establishment and with regard to any anti-diversion procedures to ensure that 
marijuana and marijuana products are not being transferred to the illegal market or to minors.  

To the extent requested by the Town’s Police Department, the Company shall work with the Police 
Department to implement a comprehensive diversion prevention plan to prevent diversion of marijuana 



 

and marijuana products to the illegal market or to minors, such plan to be in place prior to the 
commencement of operations at the Establishment. The Company shall promptly report the discovery 
of the following to Town Police within 24 hours of the Company becoming aware of such event: 
diversion of marijuana; unusual discrepancies identified during inventory; theft; loss and any criminal 
action; unusual discrepancy in weight or inventory during transportation; any vehicle accidents, 
diversions, losses, or other reportable incidents that occur during transport; any suspicious act involving 
the sale, cultivation, distribution, processing, or production of marijuana by any person; unauthorized 
destruction of marijuana; any loss or unauthorized alteration of records related to marijuana, registered 
qualifying patients, personal caregivers, or dispensary agents; an alarm activation or other event that 
requires response by public safety personnel; failure of any security alarm system due to a loss of 
electrical power or mechanical malfunction that is expected to last longer than eight hours; and any 
other breach of security. 

5. Additional Obligations  

A. Permitting  

The obligations of the Company and the Town recited herein are specifically contingent upon the 
Company obtaining a license for operation of the Establishment in the Town, and the Company’s 
receipt of all necessary local approvals to locate, occupy, and operate the Establishment in the 
Town.  

B. Retained Authority of the Municipality  

This agreement does not affect, limit, or control the authority of the Town boards, commissions, and 
departments to carry out their respective powers and duties to decide upon and to issue, or deny, 
applicable permits and other approvals under the statutes and regulations of the Commonwealth, 
the General and Zoning Bylaws of the Town, or applicable regulations of those boards, commissions, 
and departments or to enforce said statutes, Bylaws, and regulations. The Town, by entering into 
this Agreement, is not hereby required, or obligated to issue such permits and approvals as may be 
necessary for the Establishment to operate in the Town, or to refrain from enforcement action 
against the Company and/or the Establishment for violation of the terms of said permits and 
approvals or said statutes, Bylaws, and regulations.  

C. Annual Inspections 

 The Company agrees that it will voluntarily submit to a minimum of one annual inspections by the 
Police, Fire and Building Departments to ensure compliance with the terms of this Agreement and 
other local approvals. These provisions shall not preclude the municipality or any of its departments 
from conducting inspections at other times during the year to address enforcement matters. 

 D. Improvements to the Property  

The Company shall make capital improvements to the property such that the property will match 
the look and feel of the Town and the surrounding parcels and be of construction standards at least 
at the quality of other nearby businesses. 

 



 

6. Municipal Support  

The Town agrees to submit to the CCC, or such other state licensing or monitoring authority, as the case 
may be, the required certifications relating to the Company’s application for a license to operate the 
Establishment where such compliance has been properly met, but makes no representation or promise 
that it will act on any other license or permit request, including, but not limited to any zoning application 
submitted for the Establishment, in any particular way other than by the Town’s normal and regular 
course of conduct and in accordance with its rules and regulations and any statutory guidelines 
governing them. 

7. Term  

Except as expressly provided herein, this Agreement shall take effect on the date set forth above and 
shall be applicable for as long as the Company operates the Establishment in the Town except for the 
Community Impact Fee, which shall be subject to the five (5) year statutory limitations of G.L. c.94G, 
§3(d).  

In the event the Company has not secured a final License from the CCC and all necessary local permits 
from the Town for both the adult use and medical marijuana operations and commenced both adult use 
and medical marijuana operations at the Facility within two years from the date this Agreement takes 
effect, this Agreement shall expire, and the Company shall be required to negotiate a new Host 
Community Agreement to operate the Facility within the Town. The Board of Selectmen, in its 
discretion, may agree to an extension of one-year expiration, for good cause, which shall include the 
time required to pursue or await the determination of an appeal of the special permit or other legal 
proceeding. 

8. Successors/Assigns  

The Company shall not assign, sublet, or otherwise transfer its rights nor delegate its obligations under 
this Agreement, in whole or in part, without the prior written consent from the Town, and shall not 
assign or obligate any of the monies payable under this Agreement, except by and with the written 
consent of the Town. This Agreement is binding upon the parties hereto, their successors, assigns and 
legal representatives.  

Events deemed an assignment include, without limitation: (i) Company’s final and adjudicated 
bankruptcy whether voluntary or involuntary; (ii) the Company’s takeover or merger by or with any 
other entity; (iii) the Company’s outright sale of assets and equity, majority stock sale to another 
organization or entity for which the Company does not maintain a controlling equity interest; (iv) or any 
other change in ownership or status of the Company; (v) any assignment for the benefit of creditors; 
and/or (vi) any other assignment not approved in advance in writing by the Town. 

9. Severability  

If any term of condition of this Agreement or any application thereof shall to any extent be held invalid, 
illegal, or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality, and enforceability of 
the remaining terms and conditions of this Agreement shall not be deemed affected thereby unless the 
Town would be substantially or materially prejudiced. Further, the Company agrees that it will not 
challenge, in any jurisdiction, the enforceability of any provision included in this Agreement; and to the 



 

extent the validity of this Agreement is challenged by the Company in a court of competent jurisdiction, 
the Company shall pay for all reasonable fees and costs incurred by the Town in enforcing this 
Agreement.  

10. Governing Law  

This Agreement shall be governed by, construed, and enforced in accordance with the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the Company submits to the jurisdiction of any of its appropriate 
courts for the adjudication of disputes arising out of this Agreement. 

11. Entire Agreement  

This Agreement, including all documents incorporated herein by reference, constitutes the entire 
integrated agreement between the Company and the Town with respect to the matters described 
herein. This Agreement supersedes all prior agreements, negotiations, and representations, either 
written or oral, and it shall not be modified or amended except by a written document executed by the 
parties hereto. 

12. Amendments/Waiver 

Amendments, or waivers of any term, condition, covenant, duty, or obligation contained in this 
Agreement may be made only by written amendment executed by all signatories to the original 
Agreement, prior to the effective date of the amendment.  

13. Headings  

The article, section, and/or paragraph headings in this Agreement are for convenience of reference only, 
and shall in no way affect, modify, define, or be used in interpreting the text of this Agreement.  

14. Counterparts  

This Agreement may be signed in any number of counterparts all of which taken together, each of which 
is an original, and all of which shall constitute one and the same instrument, and any party hereto may 
execute this Agreement by signing one or more counterparts.  

15. Signatures 

Facsimile signatures affixed to this Agreement shall have the same weight and authority as an original 
signature.  

16. No Joint Venture  

The Parties hereto agree that nothing contained in this Agreement, or any other documents executed in 
connection herewith is intended or shall be construed to establish the Town, or the Town and any other 
successor, affiliate or corporate entity as joint ventures or partners.  

17. Nullity  

This Agreement shall be null and void if the Company does not locate the Establishment in the Town or 
relocates the Establishment out of the Town. Further, in the case of any relocation out of the Town, the 
Company agrees that an adjustment of Annual Payments due to the Town hereunder shall be calculated 



 

based upon the period of occupation of the Establishment within the Town, but in no event shall the 
Town be responsible for the return of any funds provided to it by the Company.  

18. Indemnification  

The Company shall indemnify, defend, and hold the Town harmless from and against all claims, 
demands, liabilities, actions, causes of actions, defenses, proceedings and/or costs and expenses, 
including attorney’s fees, brought against the Town, their agents, departments, officials, employees, 
insurers and/or successors, by any third party arising from or relating to the development of the 
Property and/or Establishment. Such indemnification shall include, but shall not be limited to, all 
reasonable fees and reasonable costs of attorneys and other reasonable consultant fees and all fees and 
costs (including but not limited to attorneys and consultant fees and costs) shall be at charged at regular 
and customary municipal rates, of the Town’s choosing, incurred in defending such claims, actions, 
proceedings or demands. The Company agrees, within thirty (30) days of written notice by the Town, to 
reimburse the Town for all costs and fees incurred in defending itself with respect to any such claim, 
action, proceeding or demand. 

 

 

 



Town of Cheshire, Chief Procurement Officer, 80 Church Street, Cheshire, MA  01225 
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I.  GENERAL INFORMATION AND BID SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

This invitation for bids is issued by the Hoosac Lake District, through its Prudential Committee and the Town of 

Cheshire, through the Board of Selectmen, in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 30B.  

A.  General Information 

1. All bids must be received at the Town of Cheshire, Town Offices, 80 Church Street, PO Box 647, 
Cheshire, MA 01225, Attention: Chief Procurement Officer, on or before ______ A.M. on ________ 30. 
Bids will be opened publicly at ______. Any bids received after the specified time will not be accepted. 
The clock in the Town Administrators Office shall be the sole determining factor of time. 

2. If, at the time of the scheduled bid submission deadline, Town Hall is closed due to uncontrolled events 
such as fire, snow, ice, or building evacuation, the bid deadline will be postponed until _______. on the 
next normal business day. Bids will be accepted until that date and time. 

3. Each Contractor must submit three (3) copies of their bid. 
4. Each bid must be clearly marked on the outside of the envelope “Sealed Bid Enclosed, Herbicide 

Treatment of Pontoosuc Lake”. 
5. The submission of a bid will be construed to mean that the Contractor is fully informed as to the extent 

and character of the services and deliverables required and a representation that the Contractor can 
furnish the services and deliverables satisfactorily in complete compliance with the specifications. 

6. The information provided in this Invitation for Bids is provided for informational purposes from the best 
sources available to the Town, and no information herein is guaranteed. All costs incurred by bidders in 
responding to this Invitation for Bids shall be the sole responsibility of the bidder.  

B.  Required Submittals 

Please use this checklist to ensure you have included all required submittals with your bid.  
All bids shall include: 

____A completed bid-pricing sheet, attached hereto as Exhibit D. 
____A completed and signed bid signature and addenda acknowledgement page. 
____A completed and signed non-collusion affidavit. 
____A completed and signed affidavit of compliance. 
____A completed and signed attestation of taxes. 
____A completed reference sheets. 

C.  Questions Concerning Invitation for Bids 

Questions concerning this IFB should be directed to the Town of Cheshire, Chief Procurement Officer, in 
writing, via email to jmorse@cheshire-ma.gov no later than five business days prior to the scheduled bid 
opening. No questions will be considered, or interpretations issued, unless such request is received by the 
Chief Procurement Officer within the specified time-period. 

D.  Addenda 

If any changes are made to this IFB, an addendum will be sent to all Contractors on record as having picked 
up the IFB. All addenda must be acknowledged on the bid forms. Failure to do so may, at the Town’s 
discretion, result in automatic rejection of bid.  

E.  Modifications by Contractor 

A Contractor may correct, modify, or withdraw a bid by written notice received by the Town prior to the 
time and date set for the bid opening. Bid modifications must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly 
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labeled “Modification No. ___.” Each modification must be numbered in sequence and must reference 
the original IFB. 

F.  Pre-Bid Conference 

 There will be no pre-bid conference for this project 

G.  Cancellation of Invitation for Bids 

The Town of Cheshire and Hoosac Lake District may cancel this IFB if the Town of Cheshire and Hoosac 
Lake District determines that cancellation or rejection serves the best interests of the Town. 

H.  Bid Pricing 

All bid prices submitted in response to the IFB must remain firm for sixty (60) days following the bid 
opening.  

I.  Signatures for Bid 
Bids must be signed as follows:  

1. If the Contractor is an individual, by her/him personally. 
2. If the Contractor is a partnership, by the name of the partnership, followed by the signature of 

each general partner.  
3. If the Contractor is a corporation, by the authorized officer, whose signature must be attested to 

by the Clerk/Secretary of the corporation and the corporate seal affixed. 
J.  Invoicing   

1. No charges for Federal, State, or Municipal sales or excise taxes will be allowed. The Town of 
Cheshire is exempt from these taxes. The prices proposed shall be net and not include the 
amount of any such tax.  

2. Invoices shall be submitted in triplicate to the Chief Procurement Officer unless otherwise   
specified. Payments of such bills shall not preclude the Town from making claims for adjustment 
on any item found not to have been in accordance with the general conditions or specifications. 
If cash discounts are included in the bid price, such discounts must be permissible for 10 days 
from and including the postmark date of payment. 

II.  PURCHASE DESCRIPTION/SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The Hoosac Lake District, acting through its Prudential Committee and the Town of Cheshire, acting through its 
Board of Selectmen, is seeking services from a qualified Massachusetts licensed herbicide applicator to conduct 
herbicide treatment of invasive, nuisance aquatic vegetation (including Eurasian milfoil (Myriophyllum 
spicatum), Curlyleaf Pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), European Naiad (Najas minor), and Thin-leaf Pondweed 
(Potamogeton pusillus/foliosus)) in Hoosac Lake. The requested services are for the summer of 2022through fall 
2024 or three years. 

The Contractor shall be responsible for providing the following: 

 

TASK 1: PERMITTING 

• Work with the Cheshire Conservation Commission and State of Massachusetts to require all permitting 
necessary for the chemical treatment of the Hoosac Lake for each contracted year. Services will include 
the fee for the State of Massachusetts Aquatic permit for each year. 
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TASK 2: TREATMENT. SURVEYS. REPORT 

• Provide all chemicals, equipment, and labor necessary for completion of the chemical treatment in the 
lake in the spring/summer of the three years of this contract. 

• Provide language for publication “notification of treatment.”  The Town/Prudential Committee will have 
the notice published. 

• Conduct the treatment on date(s) established by mutual agreement with the Town/Prudential 
Committee (or its designated representative).  

• Initial lake treatment for control of Curly Leaf Pondweed with the Aquatic Herbicide, Diquate (late April) 
• Initial Whole Lake treatment for the control of Milfoil and Nuisance native plans with the Aquatic 

Herbicide, SonarONE and Sonar AS (late May) 
• First follow up lake treatment with the Aquatic Herbicide, SonarONE and the treatment of Vallisneria 

with the Aquatic herbicide Harpoon G (mid-June) 
• Include 2 Sonar FasTsts 
• Second follow up lake treatment with the Aquatic Herbicide, SonarAS (July) 
• For each treatment provide printed poster outlining temporary water use restrictions for the Hoosac 

Lake District to post it as appropriate on the lake shore. 
• Bathymetric Mapping, Digital Files, Contour Map, 3D Shaded Depth Map (in year three) 
• Prepare a final report for submission to the Town of Cheshire and Hoosac Lake District by November 1st 

of each year. 
 
 

All the above work in is contingent upon funding being provided from the Town of Cheshire and the Hoosac Lake 
District at their Annual Meetings. 

III.  COST PROPOSAL 

Provide firm pricing for the above activities using the Bid-Pricing Sheet attached hereto as Exhibit B.  

Include a breakdown of pricing of additional services including invasive weed removal (cattails, water chestnuts 
etc.); algae testing, dredging and muck removal for Shadowland Cove and Northern Cove Shorelines, town 
beach/boat launch and causeway recreation areas. 

 

 
IV.  SUBMISSION AND MINIMUM EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS 

• Contractor must submit all forms/documentation as required in this Invitation for Bids. 

• Contractor must submit documentation evidencing prior experience performing work outlined in this 
bid including a complete list of all jobs performed in the past two (2) years that are similar in size and 
scope to this project, with contact names and telephone numbers on the Reference Form included 
herein.  

• Herbicide application experience minimum requirement - Contractor must have provided similar 
services to the treatment services described herein at more than 10 lakes in Massachusetts.  

 

VI.  Rule for Award 

• Selection of the contractor will be based upon bidder qualifications, including evidence of past 
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performance in similar projects, and bid price. The contract will be awarded to the bidder deemed by the 
awarding authority to be the lowest responsible and eligible bidder. 

• The contract will be awarded within thirty (30) days after the bid opening. The time for award may be 
extended for up to 30 additional days by mutual agreement between the Town and the apparent lowest 
and responsible bidder.  

VII.  Insurance Requirements 

• Contractor’s Public Liability and Property Damage Insurance. Contractor’s liability insurance shall be 
purchased and maintained by the Contractor to protect him from claims for damages because of bodily 
injury, including death, and from claims for damages, other than to the work itself, to property which 
may arise out of or result from the   Contractor’s operation under this agreement, whether such 
operations be by himself or by any or anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them. The 
insurance shall name the Town of Cheshire as an additional insured and shall be written for not less than 
$1,000,000 each person, $1,000,000 each occurrence for bodily injury, and $1,000,000 each occurrence, 
$1,000,000 aggregate for property damage, or such amount as required by law, whichever is greater, 
and shall include contractual liability applicable to the Contractor’s obligations. Coverage must include   
the following: Premises/ Operations, Elevators and Hoists, Independent Contractors, Contractual 
Liability Assumed Under this Contract, Products/completed operations, Broad Form Property Coverage, 
and Personal Injury.  

• Workmen’s Compensation Insurance. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance must be provided at the 
Contractor's expense in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 149, § 34A. The Contractor shall, 
before commencing performance of this Contract, provide by insurance for the payment of compensation 
and the furnishing of other benefits under M.G.L. Chapter 152, § 25C, as amended, to all persons to be 
employed under the Contract, and the Contractor shall continue such insurance in full force and effect 
during the term of this Contract. Proof of compliance with the aforesaid stipulations shall be furnished to 
the Town Administrator when requested and by submitting two copies of a properly endorsed insurance 
certificate issued by a company authorized to write Workmen's Compensation Insurance policies in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Any cancellation of such insurance whether by the insurer or by the 
insured shall not be valid unless written notice thereof is given by the party proposing cancellation to the 
other party and the Chief Procurement Officer at least fifteen (15) days prior to the intended effective 
date thereof, which date shall be expressed in said notice. 

• Vehicle Liability Insurance. The Contractor shall take out and maintain at his own expense during the life 
of this Contract vehicle liability insurance. The insurance shall name the Town of Lanesborough as an 
additional insured and shall be written for not less than $1,000,000 each person, $1,000,000 each 
occurrence for bodily injury, and $1,000,000 each occurrence, $1,000,000 aggregate for property damage, 
or such amount as required by law, whichever is greater, and shall include 

• Contractual liability applicable to the Contractor’s obligations. Coverage must include the following: 
Owned Vehicles, Leased Vehicles, Hired Vehicles, and Non-Owned Vehicles 

• Certificates of Insurance. The Contractor shall deposit with the Town Certificates of Insurance for the 
coverage required by this Article XI, in form and substance satisfactory to the City, and shall deliver to 
the City new policies and certificates thereof for any insurance about to expire at least ten (10) days 
before such expiration. All such insurance policies shall contain an endorsement requiring thirty (30) 
days written notice to the City prior to cancellation of change in coverage, scope, or amount of any such 
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policy or policies. Compliance by the Contractor with the insurance requirement, however, shall not 
relieve the Contractor from liability under the indemnity provisions. 

• Indemnification  The vendor agrees to indemnify the Town of Cheshire, its successors, agents, servants, 
employees, or assigns against any and all claims for loss, liability, or damage arising out of or in connection 
with the work done or to be performed and in connection with or arising out of the acts or negligent 
omissions of the Vendor’s employees, whether negligent or intentional, foreseeable or unforeseeable, 
within or without the scope of his employment, while said employees are upon, entering, or leaving the 
premises upon which this agreement is being performed. 

VIII.  EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMPLIANCE 

The Vendor shall carry out the obligations of this Contract in compliance with all of the requirements imposed 
by or pursuant to Federal, State, and local ordinances, statutes, rules, and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination in employment, including, but not limited to, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and M.G.L. c. 151B, 
Massachusetts Executive Order 74, as amended by Executive Orders 116, 143, and 227, and any other 
executive orders, rules, regulations, and requirements relating thereto enacted by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as they may from time to time be amended. The Vendor shall not discriminate against any 
qualified employee or applicant for employment because of race, color, national origin, ancestry, age, sex, 
religion, physical or mental handicap, or sexual orientation. 

 

IX.  ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

• The successful contractor will be required to execute the Town’s form of Agreement attached hereto 
as Exhibit F.  
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BID SIGNATURE AND ADDENDA ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PAGE 

 

 

Having fully examined, read, and in understanding of the specifications for this job and being familiar with all the 
conditions surrounding the proposed work, including any addenda for which receipt of is acknowledged below, 
the undersigned proposes to complete all work as specified in this Invitation for bids. 

This bid includes addenda numbered: __________________________ 

Signature for Individual 

________________________________  ___________________________ 
Name of Company  Telephone Number  
________________________________  ___________________________  
Name and Title of Individual Authorized to Sign   Date 
 
________________________________ 
Signature 

 
Signature for Partnerships (must be signed by ALL general partners) 
 
________________________________  ___________________________ 
Name of Partnership        Date 
 
____________________________________________                                      ____________________________ 

Name and Title of Partner           Signature 
 

____________________________________________                                      ____________________________ 
Name and Title of Partner           Signature 
 

____________________________________________                                      ____________________________ 
Name and Title of Partner           Signature 
 
________________________________  ___________________________ 
Telephone Number of Company Office                      Fax Number of Company Offices 
 
 
 
Use additional sheet it necessary 
 



Town of Cheshire, Chief Procurement Officer, 80 Church Street, Cheshire, MA  01225 

BID SIGNATURE AND ADDENDA ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PAGE CONTINUED 
 

 
Signatures for Corporation 
 
 
________________________________   ________________________ 
Name of Corporation     Date 
 
 
________________________________                                 _________________________ 
Name and Title of Duly Authorized Company   Signature 
Officer 
        Corporate Seal (affix below) 
 
________________________________    
Telephone Number    
 
 
________________________________     
Signature of Clerk 
 
 
Please furnish the following additional information: 
 
Incorporated in what state? ____________________ 
 
President: __________________________________ 
 
Treasurer: __________________________________ 
 
Secretary: _________________________________ 
 
If you are a foreign (out of state) corporation, are you registered with the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 181 
 
If you are selected for this work, you are required, under M.G.L. Chapter 30 §391, to obtain 
from the Secretary of State, Foreign Corporation Section, a certificate stating that your 
corporation is registered, and to furnish said certificate to the Town of Cheshire before award.  
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NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT 
 
 
The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that this bid, or proposal has been made 
and submitted in good faith and without collusion or fraud with any other person. As used in 
this certification, the word “person” shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, 
corporation, union, committee, club, or other organization, entity, or group of individuals. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Signature of individual submitting bid or proposal 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Name of Company 

 
 

_________________________________________ 
Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 
 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE 

 
 

_________ Massachusetts Corporation 
 

_________ Foreign Corporation 
 

_________ Non-Profit Corporation 
 

_________ Partnership 
 

_________ Sole Proprietorship * 
 
 
Name of Corporation _________________________________________ 
 
Address                       _________________________________________ 
 
                                    _________________________________________ 
 
 
As President, or authorized company officer, of the above-named corporation, I do hereby 
certify that the above-named corporation has filed with the State Secretary all certificates and 
annual reports required by M.G.L. Chapter156B §109 and by Chapter 181 §4. 
 
Signed under the penalties of perjury this __________ day of __________________, ________ 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Signature and Title of Authorized Company Officer 
 
Corporate Seal (affix below): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*If a sole proprietorship, you must indicate your status as a sole proprietorship; the person signing this 
bid shall be deemed to be the sole proprietor and legal entity for the purposed of this bid and contract.  
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ATTESTATION OF TAXES 
 

 
 
 
Any person failing to sign the Attestation of Taxes shall not be allowed to obtain, renew, or 
extend a license, permit, or public contract. 
 
Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 62C, §49A, I hereby certify, under the penalties of perjury, that, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief, I am following all the laws of the Commonwealth 
relating to taxes, reporting of employees and contractors, and withholding and remitting child 
support.  
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Signature and Title of Authorized Company Officer 
  
  
 _______________________________ 
 Date 
 
 
Corporate Seal (affix below): 
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REFERENCE SHEET 
 
 

 
Bidders must submit, on this form or additional sheets, if necessary, a list of references as 
described in section III of these bid documents. 
 
 

Project Location Contact 
Person 

Telephone 
Number 
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LEGAL NOTICE PUBLISHED FOR THIS IFB 

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CHESHIRE 
CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
  

The Town of Cheshire, Massachusetts, acting through its Chief Procurement Officer, will receive sealed 
bids for, Herbicide Treatment of Hoosac Lake (Cheshire Reservoir) 
 
 
Bid procedures will be in accordance with the latest edition of M.G.L. Chapter 30B. Said bids will be 
addressed to the Chief Procurement Officer, Town Hall, 80 Church Street PO Box 647, Cheshire, MA 
01225. These bids will be received until ______ A.M. on _________, _____________ and at ____ on 
that day they will be opened and read aloud. The opening will take place in Town Hall. All Covid 
protection protocols in place at the time of the bid opening will be in force. Any bids received after the 
specified time will not be accepted. All bids will be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked 
"SEALED BID ENCLOSED, Herbicide Treatment of Hoosac Lake.”   
 
The Town of Cheshire’s Chief Procurement Officer reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids 
or to waive any informality in the proposing. Also reserved is the right to reject, for cause, any bid in 
part or whole if it is judged by the Chief Procurement Officer that the best interests of the Town will 
be served thereby. Attention is called to the “Equal Opportunity Clause” and the standard Federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity Construction contract specifications. All Contractors will receive 
consideration without regard to race, color, creed, age, sex, religion, or national origin. 
                                      
                                      
Jennifer Morse 
Chief Procurement Officer 
********************************************************************* 
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EXHIBIT A 

 
Herbicide Treatment of Hoosac Lake 
 
In addition to the State mandated General Conditions 1-18 attached hereto, the Applicant also must 
meet the following Special Conditions: 
 
19.  Except as noted in this Order, all work shall be done in accordance with all     approved plans and 
information on file with the Conservation Commission, all special conditions and supporting 
documentation submitted to the Commission as revised in this Order or at the public hearing, and any 
commitments made by the applicant, owner, or their representative at the public hearing or in writing.  
 
20.  Use Reward at a low dosage rate not to exceed the limits as set in the GEIR Guidance document 
or application limits on the label. The application will be undertaken with Lynott’s specially designed 
airboat. The material will be mixed in a mixing tank on board the boat and evenly injected below the 
surface of the treatment area. The use of herbicides must be conducted by a certified applicator, in 
accordance with the directions on the label, and per the precautions listed in the MSDS. A copy of the 
applicator’s Massachusetts Applicator License must be submitted to the Conservation Commission and 
kept on file. 
 
21.  Application must be completed in compliance with this Order, the permit issued by DEP, Division of 
Watershed Management, and any other applicable local, state, or federal guidelines.  
 
22.  Water use limitations will be advertised by the Town of Cheshire and the Hoosac Lake District and 
posted at the shoreline. The Commission must be notified at least 48 hours in advance to inspect the 
postings.  
 
23.  Water use limitations include 1-day restrictions on fishing, swimming, boating (except for 
monitoring by boat) and a 10-day restriction on irrigation and livestock watering. 
   
24.  Hand pulling of invasive species may continue in accordance with the Hoosac Lake District 
 
25.  Pre and post treatment surveys will be conducted to determine the extent of the aquatic growth 
before the treatment and the success of the management program following treatment. Pretreatment 
survey information will be collected in the fall of the previous year. Post treatment monitoring of aquatic 
plants is to be done within 45 days after treatment. The aquatic plant composition of native and non-
native species and distribution of different aquatic plant species within the pond shall be depicted and 
described.  
 
 
26.  A “safe zone” or setback of 50 feet will surround the significant habitat areas, as noted in the 
Wildlife Habitat Evaluation submitted within the Notice of Intent. A five foot “safe zone” along the entire 
shoreline of Hoosac Lake will be established where no direct in-lake management will be conducted. 
  
27.  Additional herbicide treatments above and beyond the scope of this application require new and 
separate permitting through the Conservation Commission.  
 
28.  Applicant shall pursue the implementation of a deeper drawdown of Hoosac Lake as an alternative 
strategy to the use of herbicides to reduce invasive species.  
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EXHIBIT B 

 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

HERBICIDE TREATMENT OF PONTOOSUC LAKE 

TOWN OF LANESBOROUGH 

PROPOSAL-PRICING SHEET 

 

 

The IFB has been structured to allow the Town to make decisions about the extent and type of 
treatment based on conditions observed just prior to treatment. This is a three-year contract, and it is 
not possible to predict the extent and type of treatment needed on any one of the three years. Bidders 
have been asked to provide 4 cost numbers. 

• Deployment and support for early treatment 

• Per acre cost for early treatment 

• Deployment and support for late treatment 

• Per acre cost for late treatment 

• Pre and Post treatment survey reports 

Costs of the bids will be compared by calculating the total cost for the early and late (if any) treatments 
for the three hypothetical years shown in the table below. The bid with the lowest total cost for the three 
years will be judged the lowest cost bid. 

 

METHOD FOR EVALUATING BIDS 
  Early treatment Late Treatment COST 
Year acres/dose acres/dose Bid A Bid B Bid C 
1 25 low 50 low       
2 30 low 70 Moderate       
3 30 low 60 Low       
TOTAL COST       
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EXHIBIT C 

AGREEMENT FOR HERBICIDE TREATMENT SERVICES 

The following provisions shall constitute an Agreement between the Town of Cheshire, acting by 

and through its Board of Selectmen, hereinafter referred to as "Town, “along with the Hoosac Lake 

District, acting by and through its Prudential Committee_____________________________, with an 

address of ___________________________________, hereinafter referred to as "Contractor", effective 

as of the ____ day of _____________________, 201__.  In consideration of the mutual covenants 

contained herein, the parties agree as follows: 

ARTICLE 1:  SCOPE OF WORK: 

The Contractor shall perform all work and furnish all services necessary to provide the Town and 

Hoosac Lake District with herbicide treatment services at Hoosac Lake, including the scope of services 

set forth in this RFB.    

ARTICLE 2:  TIME OF PERFORMANCE: 

Subject to the result of the surveys performed, the Contractor shall complete all work and services 

required hereunder commencing _____________, 201__ through ______________. 

ARTICLE 3:  COMPENSATION: 

The Town shall pay the Contractor for the performance of the work outlined in Article 1 an 

amount not to exceed $__________. Contractor will be paid based on the actual treatment provided, 

which will be determined by the surveys performed, and calculated based on the acre/dose cost 

submitted in Contractor’s Proposal Pricing Sheet. The amount actually paid may be an amount less than 

the not to exceed amount stated herein. The Contractor shall submit detailed invoices to the Town 30 

days after treatment services are rendered, which will be due 30 days following receipt by the Town.  

ARTICLE 4:  CONTRACT DOCUMENTS: 

The following documents form the Contract, and all are as fully a part of the Contract as if 

attached to this Agreement or repeated herein: 
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1. This Agreement. 

2. Amendments, or other changes mutually agreed upon between the parties. 

3. All attachments to the Agreement. 

4. Invitation for Bids issued by the Town.  

 

In the event of conflicting provisions, those provisions most favorable to the Town shall govern. 

ARTICLE 5:  CONTRACT TERMINATION: 

The Town may suspend or terminate this Agreement by providing the Contractor with ten (10) 

days written notice for the reasons outlined as follows: 

 

1. Failure of the Contractor, for any reason, to fulfill in a timely and proper manner its 
obligations under this Agreement. 

2. Violation of any of the provisions of this Agreement by the Contractor. 

3. A determination by the Town that the Contractor has engaged in fraud, waste, 
mismanagement, misuse of funds, or criminal activity with any funds provided by this 
Agreement. 

 

Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time for convenience by providing the other 

party written notice specifying therein the termination date which shall be no sooner than thirty (30) 

days from the issuance of said notice. Upon receipt of a notice of termination from the Town, the 

Contractor shall cease to incur additional expenses in connection with the Agreement. Upon such 

termination, the Contractor shall be entitled to compensation for all satisfactory work completed prior to 

the termination date as determined by the Town. Such payment shall not exceed the fair value of the 

services provided hereunder. 
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ARTICLE 6:  INDEMNIFICATION: 

 The Contractor shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the Town and its officers, agents, and 

all employees from and against claims arising directly or indirectly from the contract. Contractor shall 

be solely responsible for all local taxes or contributions imposed or required under the Social Security, 

Workers' Compensation, and income tax laws. Further, the Contractor shall defend, indemnify, and hold 

harmless the Town with respect to any damages, expenses, or claims arising from or in connection with 

any of the work performed or to be performed under this Agreement. This shall not be construed as a 

limitation of the Contractor's liability under the Agreement or as otherwise provided by law. 

ARTICLE 7:  AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS: 

The compensation provided by this Agreement is subject to the availability and appropriation of 

funds. 

ARTICLE 8:  APPLICABLE LAW: 

The Contractor agrees to comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws, regulations 

and orders relating to the completion of this Agreement. This Agreement shall be governed by and 

construed in accordance with the law of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

ARTICLE 9:  ASSIGNMENT: 

The Contractor shall not make any assignment of this Agreement without the prior written 

approval of the Town. 

ARTICLE 10:  AMENDMENTS: 

All amendments or any changes to the provisions specified in this Contract can only occur when 

mutually agreed upon by the Town and Contractor. Further, such amendments or changes shall be in 

writing and signed by officials with authority to bind the Town. No amendment or change to the contract 

provisions shall be made until after the written execution of the amendment or change to the Contract by 

both parties.  
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ARTICLE 11:  INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR: 

 The Contractor acknowledges and agrees that it is acting as an independent contractor for all 

work and services rendered pursuant to this Agreement and shall not be considered an employee or 

agent of the Town for any purpose. 

ARTICLE 12:  INSURANCE: 

The Contractor shall be responsible to the Town or any third party for any property damage or 

bodily injury caused by it, any of its subcontractors, employees, or agents in the performance of, or 

because of, the work under this Agreement.  The Contractor and any subcontractors used hereby certify 

that they are insured for workers’ compensation, property damage, personal and product liability. The 

Contractor and any subcontractor it use shall purchase, furnish copies of, and maintain in full force and 

effect insurance policies in the amounts set forth in the Invitation for Bids issued by the Town. 

Prior to commencement of any work under this Agreement, the Contractor shall provide the Town with 

Certificates of Insurance which include the Town as an additional named insured, and which include a 

thirty-day notice of cancellation to the Town.  

ARTICLE 13:  SEVERABILITY: 

 

 If any term or condition of this Agreement or any application thereof shall to any extent be held 

invalid, illegal, or unenforceable by the court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality, and 

enforceability of the remaining terms and conditions of this Agreement shall not be deemed affected 

thereby unless one or both parties would be substantially or materially prejudiced. 

ARTICLE 14:  ENTIRE AGREEMENT: 

 This Agreement, including all documents incorporated herein by reference, constitutes the entire 

integrated agreement between the parties with respect to the matters described. This Agreement 
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supersedes all prior agreements, negotiations, and representations, either written or oral, and it shall not 

be modified or amended except by a written document executed by the parties hereto.  

ARTICLE 15:  COUNTERPARTS: 

 This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be deemed 

to be a counterpart original. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed on the 

day and year first above written. 

 

CONTRACTOR 

 

By 

 

____________________________________ 

 

____________________________________ 

Printed Name and Title 

TOWN OF CHESHIRE 

 

by its Board of Selectmen, Chair 

 

_______________________________ 

 

HOOSAC LAKE DISTRICT 

 

By its Prudential Committee, Chair 

 

________________________________ 

 

 



 

Town of Cheshire, Massachusetts 

Request for Quote 

Annual Independent Financial Audit Services 

For the Fiscal Years Ending FY22, FY23 and FY24 

RFQ Response is due:    

RFQ is exempt from the requirement of MGL Chapter 30B 

The Town of Cheshire, Massachusetts (the Town) invites qualified independent certified public 
accounting firms, licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to submit written fix fee 
proposals to conduct the annual independent financial audit of the year-end financial reports of the 
Town for Fiscal Years 2022, 2023, and 2024 with the potential to renew at three-year increments 
thereafter, in accordance with the specifications summarized below. The quoted fee shall be all inclusive 
for all required services. 

 

Information Furnished to Proposers 

General Information  

The Town of Cheshire has a population of approximately ________ and has a current operating budget 
of $7,069,000.00. The Town is governed by a five (5) member Board of Selectmen/Town Administrator, 
Open Town Meeting, and other separately elected boards overseeing quasi-independent departments.  

The Financial Management team of the Town consists of the Town Administrator, Assistant Town 
Assessor, Town Accountant, Tax Collector, Town Treasurer and One Finance Committee Member.  

Scanlon and Associates has performed the annual audit for many years and most recently for Fiscal Year 
2020.  

 

Description of Financial Records 

The Town operates a Water Department Enterprise fund and maintains its general financial records in 
accordance with the Revised Uniform Massachusetts Accounting System on a modified accrual basis.  

The general ledger records of the Town are computerized, and the Town uses Vadar Software for the 
maintenance of its financial record keeping system and vendor processing. The Town processes payroll 
with the Harper’s Payroll Services System. 

The Town financial accounts are closed on an annual basis. Complete budgetary basis financial reports 
are provided to the Board of Selectmen.  

 



Scope of Services Required  

1. An independent audit of the Town’s financial records of all activities including assurance of 
compliance with relevant federal and state laws and Town financial policies.  

2. The audit is to be performed in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the 
United States.  

3. The annual audits shall cover the fiscal years 2022, 2023, and 2024.  

4. The audit shall be conducted for the purposes of forming an opinion of whether the financial 
statements of the Town present fairly the respective financial position of the governmental activities, 
discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information 
of Town as of each June 30th, and the respective changes in financial position for the years then ended, 
in conformity with US Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.  

5. The successful proposer will also furnish the following independent Auditor Reports:  

a. Independent Auditors Report on Compliance with Requirements that Could Have a Direct and 
Material Effect on Each Major Program, Internal Control Over Compliance and on the Schedule of 
Expenditures of Federal Awards in Accordance with OMB Circular A-133. 

 b. Independent Auditors’ Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on 
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards. 

 6. The successful proposer will furnish a management letter, which shall identify any management 
weaknesses observed, assess their effect on financial management and financial reporting, and propose 
steps to correct or eliminate the weaknesses. Prior to the completion of the management letter, the 
independent auditor shall meet with the department head of each department for which there is a 
management comment to review the findings and the recommendations in detail. The final copy of the 
management letter shall contain printed responses from the head of each department for which there is 
a management recommendation. 

 7. A senior representative of the of the auditing firm shall conduct an annual audit planning conference 
with the Town Administrator at least one month prior to the start of each audit; shall provide the Town 
Administrator with weekly status reports during the audit field work.  

8. The independent auditing and accounting firm shall be available during the normal business hours 
throughout the contract period to provide the Town with advice and guidance on financial accounting 
and reporting issues. The auditor will also be expected to keep the Town informed of the working of 6 
requirements of all new accounting and financial matters related to municipalities. 

 9. The auditor shall immediately notify the Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator of any serious 
financial discrepancies.  

10. Prior to the submission of the final audit document the auditor shall meet with the Town 
Administrator, Town Treasurer-Collector and Town Accountant to review the auditor’s findings and 
conclusions. 



11. The Town retains the responsibility for the preparation of the financial statements.  

12. All audit work papers are the property of the auditors and shall be retained for a period of seven 
years. Work papers shall be available for examination or duplication without charge to authorized Town 
personnel, representatives of Federal or State Agencies upon request of that Agency or the Town. 
Working papers will also be made available for examination, at no charge, or duplication, at a 
reasonable charge, to subsequent auditors engaged by the Town.  

Report Requirements  

Time Considerations the Town expects the preliminary audit work to begin on or about February 1 of 
each year and the final audit documents to be completed and delivered no later than April 30 of each 
year.  

Town Responsibilities  

The Town of Cheshire shall provide the auditor with the following assistance during the completion of 
the annual audit:  

a. Preparation of the financial statements at the fund level and supporting schedules 

b. Preparation of the schedule of expenditures of federal awards (if any).  

c. Preparation of all written documents for mailing by the accounting firm.  

d. Photocopying/scanning of all necessary records and documents for audit papers.  

e. Office space with necessary accoutrements for the audit staff to conduct field work. 

 

Information to be supplied by the Proposers  

A. Letter of Introduction A two-page (maximum) letter describing the firm and the proposal. The letter 
should include the following: 

1. A brief description of the firm and its principals.  

2. The firm’s experience providing auditing services to Massachusetts municipalities.  

3. The names and qualifications of the individuals who would comprise the auditing team. 

4. A statement that the proposal meets all the requirements of the RFQ.  

5. A brief statement that will demonstrate the firm’s understanding of the Town of Cheshire and 
the requirements of the audit.  

6. A statement describing the ability of the firm to undertake the Cheshire audit given their 
existing work schedule.  

7. Identification of the firm’s contact person for the proposal including name, title, address, 
telephone numbers, and email.  

8. The letter must be signed by an individual authorized to contractually bind the firm.  



B. Professional Experience  

1. List each of the firm’s Massachusetts municipal auditing engagements during the past ten (10) 
year period. Identify the name of the Town, years engaged, and current engagements. 

2. Provide five (5) municipal audit client references from the past three (3) year period, 
including name of key financial person and contact information.  

Proposer’s Approach to the Audit  

1. State the proposer’s understanding of the services to be performed and the work products to be 
delivered. 

 2. Submit a detailed work plan, including a chart identifying each of the major tasks to be completed 
and the amount of time scheduled for completion.  

3. Provide a description of any additional services that your firm may be willing to provide to the Town 
in connection with the audit. For example, a firm may offer to do a more detailed management audit of 
one department each year. 

4. State the estimated number of hours which the firm expects to commit, by staff person, for each 
component of the engagement.  

Price Proposal  

The Town is seeking an all-inclusive fixed price for each engagement year of the audit. The price shall 
include all staff, overhead, and in-direct costs.  

The Town is seeking a three-year engagement 

 

Final Contract Award  

The Town of Cheshire, through its Board of Selectmen, shall select the auditing firm that best meets the 
needs of the community and in the best interest of the Town of Cheshire. 
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