SPECIAL SESSION MINUTES
BUHLER CITY COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Ryan Wray called the special session of the City Council for the City of Buhler to order at 7:00 pm at the Buhler City Offices on Tuesday, September 22, 2026. Councilmembers present: Councilmember Mike Knopp, Chuck Taylor, Ryan Brady, and Andrew Epp, who arrived at 7:05 pm. Councilmember Candace Davidson was absent.

CITY OF BUHLER PERSONNEL
A motion was made by Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Knopp, to recess into executive session to discuss personnel matters concerning the departure of the Chief John Brislin with City Clerk Sara Howard, with the open meeting to resume at 7:20 pm. Voice Vote – 3 yeas, 0 nays – Carried.
Mayor Wray called the special session of the City Council back in session at 7:20 pm.
A motion was made by Councilmember Knopp, seconded by Councilmember Brady, to recess into executive session for further discussion on Chief of Police departure, with the open meeting to resume at 7:35 pm. Voice Vote – 4 yeas, 0 nays – Carried.
Mayor Wray called the special session of the City Council back in session at 7:35 pm. All councilmembers present were present upon reconvening.
A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor, to accept the resignation of John Brislin as Chief of Police. Voice Vote – 4 yeas, 0 nays – Carried.
Councilmember Brady stated that it has been brought to our attention that John Brislin no longer lives in Buhler and is commuting from Goddard therefore he feels we should enforce what our handbook states and not allow him to drive a city patrol vehicle since his residence is farther than the 15 miles, we allow. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Knopp, regarding use of the police vehicle through his employment. Voice Vote – 4 yeas, 0 nays – Carried.
A motion was made by Councilmember Knopp, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve City Clerk Sara Howard to post we are seeking applications for the Chief of Police until filled. Voice Vote -- 4 yeas, 0 nay – Carried.
Discussion was held regarding police department coverage and the transition following the departure of the Chief of Police. It was noted that, as of October 1, there would be no Chief of Police and the City was not required to immediately appoint a Chief. Officer David Mathes graduates from KLETC on October 2nd and former Chief Bill Tracy also volunteered to assist with training along with our part-time Officers who are also full-time Sherriff Officers. The city will continue to work on coverage and scheduling, including the possibility of additional part-time assistance. Mayor Wray noted that the school had been made aware of the situation and that coverage had been addressed.
A motion was made by Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Brady, to adjourn. Voice Vote – 4 yeas, 0 nays – Carried.
Adjourned at 8:05pm.
Respectfully submitted,


Sarah Glass, Deputy City Clerk
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