	MINUTES
	BUHLER CITY COUNCIL
	June 30, 2026


CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of the City Council for the City of Buhler to order at 7:00 pm at the Buhler City Offices on Tuesday, June 30, 2026. Councilmembers present: Councilmember Candace Davidson, Chuck Taylor, Ryan Brady, Andrew Epp, and Councilmember Mike Knopp arrived at 7:01pm. 

CITIZENS FORUM

Jack Fallis- Mr. Fallis expressed his concerns with his neighbor and their ongoing dispute with property lines and the use of the easement with both parties. This has been an ongoing issue for the last 4.5 years. Mayor Wray asked if Mr. Fallis has had a survey done on his property, Mr. Fallis has confirmed he has. Mr. Fallis was advised this is a civil matter.

PLANNED PRESENTION

Sealed Bids-WC Equipment-The opening of the sealed bids by Mayor Wray. Winner was Brendan Ulmer.

CONSENT MOTION

A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the Wage Resolution-2026-12 PS-FT, PT to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Council reviewed the Minutes of the May 26, 2026 of Regular Council Meetings, the Minutes of the June 3, 2026 Special Council Meeting, Appropriations Ordinance #1183, Budget, Income and Water Reports, and Library Board- Jenn Keller. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Davidson to approve the Minutes of the May 26, 2026 Regular Council meetings, the Minutes of the June 3, 2026 Special Council Meeting, Appropriations Ordinance #1183, Budget, Income and Water Reports, and Library Board-Jenn Keller. Voice vote 5 yeas, 0 nay – Carried

NEW BUSINESS

2027 Budget- Christina Hensen with Lloyd Group presented the Draft of the 2027 budget to the council with a 5 mill increase. She explained that 1 mill=$9,888. If the city were to raise the mills by 5 that would result in $50,000 in revenue next year. If the city was not to raise and just remain RNR the city will barely be able to operate let alone work on the infrastructure the city’s needs. Sara would like to see at least the 5 mill increase, she is already worried about some of the funds this year. Sara needs to let the county know by July 20, 2026 what we plan on doing. You can say we are going higher and always decided at the Budget hearing to go lower. The Budget Hearing has to happen between Aug. 20th and Sept 20th. Mayor Wray expressed we should go with 10 mills with the potential to decided to go lower. Councilmember Taylor concurs and would like to push harder for 10 mills, expressing the street work that needs to be done in town. Councilmember Brady expresses while our expenses have raised so have our citizens, so he would like to see that taken into consideration. Councilmember Davidson would also like to go higher with the potential to go down. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve a 10 mill increase reported to the County and the Budget Hearing scheduled for August 25, 2026 @ 7 pm.  Voice Vote 4 yeas, 1 nay—Carried.

Wage Resolution-2026-12 PS-FT, PT- Councilmember Brady voiced his concerns on how we hire people, pick wages and just present a resolution for the council to approve. He would like to see the impact on departments. Councilmember Davidson expresses while she understands, we also hire people who knows what they are doing so we should trust that our people know what they are doing. Councilmember Brady would still like to see a wage ranges per job description, so for future hires they will have a range. Sara stated she does have a wage tier and she will get that sent out. A motion was made by Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Davidson to approve Wage Resolution-2026-12 PS FT, PT. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 1 nay—Carried.
A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor at the July 28, 2026 regular session council meeting to amend the June 30, 2026 Minutes in the section Wage Resolution-2026-12 PS-FT, PT. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays.—Carried
Amended as follows: Councilmember Brady would like to add: Hiring and agreeing on wages with people prior to Council discussion and approval undermines statutory checks and balances by stripping the council of its legislative oversight role. This process attempts to, and has historically been successful in, forcing a rubber stamp vote. When approving wages outside of a formal, council reviewed/approved resolution prevents the governing body from vetting how these new expenditures impact the long-term budget, department allocations, and taxpayer dollars.  ​The city council is the ultimate custodian of public funds and this process doesn’t allow us the chance to perform our fiduciary duties. This practice exposes the city to legal and financial risk if the council doesn't approve the wage resolutions after the mayor has already entered into a contract or agreement. While discussion may have been had between Mayor and City Clerk, that is not how the process is supposed to go and is unacceptable practice by passing legislative process. I will not continue to support this practice and will vote no on all wage resolutions brought in this manner. 


STAFF REPORTS

City Clerk Sara Howard- Sara shared the city has applied for the Buhler Community Foundation grant for new Buhler East Cemetery entrances with possibly adding fencing around in the future. Brandon Siemans and Jeff Schmidt came into the office inquiring about the new line. They lease land and was wondering if it was a possibility to tap into and get a meter installed. Council would like to know what exactly water is being used for, if it is irrigation they would most likely not allow that.

Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass- Sarah stated she has registered for her year 4 clerk institute, which is November 16-17.

Chief John Brislin- John presented a monthly report to council. Record of calls on record in office. John has looked at the Use of Force and annual firearms training policies and they are needed updated. He has created some new policies and asked council how they would like to receive the documents prior to the discussions. Council prefers emailed, along with the old policy so they can compare.

City Superintendent James Perry- James reported the water line on 82nd is in progress. The well meter replacement per our stipulations for going over water rights has been completed. The engineers are working on a new well house design. Our wells did sustain some damage from the June 13th storms and were both down briefly. Schmidt Electric donated new led lights at the shelter house and at Christmas they will decorate the gazebo with Christmas lights.

Wellness Director Tegan Meadors-Tegan stated the new equipment at the wellness center has been installed, total cost $45,000, $18,000 was paid through fundraising. Buhler Pool has been off to a great start, attendance and revenue is up so far, weather has effected lessons and hours this last week. Rec summer programs went well so far looking at maybe needing to add more in the future.

Community Development Director Lauren Meadors- Lauren stated she submitted a grant through the Reno County Special Parks & Rec Fund with the help of Buhler Rec for a pool study and it was approved. She stated she has been working on finalizing the CIP numbers and will be ready to send out soon. With the housing standard review she now has a list of volunteers that are willing to help residents stay in compliance. Lauren is also asking for the approval to look into the city starting a Land Bank, she was given the approval.

Librarian Virginia Philbrick- Virginia reported they are still waiting on the final mural design.

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

Councilmember Taylor wanted to apologize to Councilmember Davidson and Councilmember Brady for over the last two meetings he felt like he stepped over each of them during discussions. He would also like to ask that the councilmembers process the mills and the pool revenue maintenance and redefine it. If it is a fee then you get something personally from it versus a tax. He would like the mill to cover that expense so the fee could be removed.
Councilmember Knopp wanted to add that a citizen has approached him on the possible annexation of the people east of town who are receiving the new line.

A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Epp to adjourn. Voice vote – 5 yea, 0 nay - carried
Adjourned at 8:55 pm.
		Respectfully submitted,
	



                                                                         Sarah Glass, Deputy City Clerk




PRESENT:			GUESTS:			
		   	 		    
City Clerk Sara Howard			Nikki Cutler
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass			Katy Fallon
City Superintendent James Perry			Brad Voth
Chief John Brislin			Brendan Ulmer, Hutchinson Tribune
Librarian Virginia Philbrick			Jack Fallis
Wellness Director Tegan Meadors			Dina Brislin
Community Development Director Lauren Meadors		Jade Brislin
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