	MINUTES
	BUHLER CITY COUNCIL
	May 26, 2026


CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of the City Council for the City of Buhler to order at 7:00 pm at the Buhler City Offices on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. Councilmembers present: Councilmember Mike Knopp, Chuck Taylor, Ryan Brady. Councilmember Andrew Epp arrived at 7:01pm. Councilmembers absent: Councilmember Candace Davidson.

DETERMINE ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Mayor Ryan Wray is adding Shawna Bloedorn with GlobeLife to Planned Presentations (b).

CITIZENS FORUM

Anita Hagman-Buhler Public Library- She presented a new design for the mural for the north side of the building. They have decided to go with a different artist, Mindy from Mindy’s Murals. This design is only a concept but is requesting an approval since she may want to start before the next council meeting. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the concept with the final being approved by Mayor Ryan Wray. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Gary & Linda Witt-Gary expressed his feelings on the possibility of a BESS getting developed close to Buhler.

PLANNED PRESENTATION

Spark in the Park-Anthony Baldwin announce spark in the park is June 27, 2026. He is here asking for the city to be a sponsor, in the past the city has sponsored $500, however while he would like more $500 would be great. Fireworks show is being done by Ryan Wray this year at the same location as every year. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Epp to move to approve $1,000.00 sponsorship to Spark in the Park. Voice Vote 3 yeas, 0 nay Councilmember Knopp abstained for the reason of being on the Spark in the Park committee. –Carried.

GlobeLife-Shawna Bloedorn presented supplemental insurance options that the City could possibly provide for its employees. They do have a payroll option if the employee chooses to go with a policy. Current cities she works with are South Hutchinson, McPherson and also working with Sunshine Meadows. Councilmember Brady asked if this is similar to Aflac. She stated it is only more personal. She handles all the claims submissions and there is also a money back option.

CONSENT MOTION

Council reviewed the Minutes of the April 28, 2026 of Regular Council Meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1182, and Budget, Income and Water Reports. A motion was made by Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Brady to approve the Minutes of the April 28, 2026 Regular Council meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1182, and Budget, Income and Water Reports. Voice vote 4 yeas, 0 nay – Carried

NEW BUSINESS

Election-City Council President-A motion was made by Councilmember Knopp, seconded by Councilmember Epp to nominate Councilmember Taylor as the City Council President. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

2026 Spark in the Park/Fireworks Display Permit- A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the 2026 Spark in the Park/Fireworks Display Permit. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

SU 26-01-Residential in B-2-Planning and Zoning recommends the three addresses be allowed to have a special use permit. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve SU 26-01 Residential in B-2 permit. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays –Carried.

Ordinance No. 662 SU 26-01-A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Epp to approve Ordinance No. 622 SU 26-01.  Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays –Carried.

Speed Limits-The council was presented with an email from a citizen with concerns of the speed limit on 1st St. It is currently 30, but would like to see it changed to 20-25. If we were to go to 20mph that would require a traffic study, which would include hiring and engineer, we could go to 25mph without a traffic study by way of recommendation from police department or public works. Councilmember Brady recommends moving the digital speed limit sign to 1st St to gather data before changing the speed limit. Chief Banning would actually like to see the speed limit to change to 20mph for all streets in the city limit. James and the public works will work on moving the sign and will discuss at the next council meeting.

Ordinance No. 663 Evergy Franchise Fees-The fee was at 4%, with the new proposal it is at 5% for 20 years, but could be renegotiated at the 5-year interval. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to move to approve Ordinance No. 663 Evergy Franchise Fee. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays –Carried.

Industrial Park Incentives-Incentives were presented to the council; they are similar to the incentives that was given to the Prairie Park addition. It is proposed to waive the water tap fee of $850, waive the permit fee, and apply a $50 credit to the utility billings for a total of a 12-month period. Councilmember Brady would like to see if maybe the developers would be willing to go in and split the costs with the city before approving the incentives.

Budget 2027-Sara presented to the council a brief summary on the budget. She stated that if we don’t raise the RNR we keep generating the same amount therefore we are not even keeping up with inflation. When thinking of the budget and raising the RNR we need to keep in mind we are needing to maintain the town, retaining employees and working on a Capital Improvement Plan to help us set up for success and growth. Councilmember Taylor would like to see the exact or approximate dollar amount that would affect our citizens. Sara also recommended we hold a budget workshop with the department heads so there is a better knowledge of needs for the city by department. 

Annual Appointments: City Treasurer, Judge, Attorney, Chief of Police, City Clerk-A motion was made by Councilmember Knopp, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to enter into executive session to discuss elected personnel for 15 mins to return at 8:37pm. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. 
Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of City Council back to order at 8:37pm.
A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to enter into executive session to discuss elected personnel for 15 minutes to return at 8:52pm. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays –Carried.
Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of City Council back to order at 8:52pm.
A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Epp to enter into executive session to discuss elected personnel for 10 minutes to return at 9:05pm.  Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays –Carried.
Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of City Council back to order at 9:05pm only staff remaining present. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to postpone the Annual Appointments to a future date. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 0 nays –Carried.

STAFF REPORTS

City Clerk Sara Howard- A citizen reached out and asked about firework sales for this year. Ordinance currently states sales are June 30 through July 4. Sara asked do we want to keep that the same or would we like to change it to June 20 through July 5. Council wants to keep it as is. Sara is currently working applying for a grant through Buhler Community Foundation for upgraded entrances at the Buhler East Cemetery. Sara informed the council she will be out of the office starting Friday the 29th through next Thursday June 4th.

Chief Darrin Banning- Record of calls on record in office. Darrin stated David will take his oath on Thursday May 28th at 1:30pm he will start June 1st at $23.00/hour. Darrin informed the council we got a bid on the patrol truck and possibly trading it for a Durango.

City Superintendent James Perry- James reported that the swimming pool went well, getting it up and running this year. He stated that we had a failed wastewater pump and they are taking it to get it fixed.

Wellness Director Tegan Meadors-Tegan stated there are six programs this summer through Rec. Soccer, babysitting, cooking, lego, cheer and art. It is also T-ball, baseball and softball summer ball going. The recreation commission moved to purchase 8 new fitness machines using equipment replacement fund and corporate sponsors. The pool opened Saturday and has had a busy start. They will be hosting 2 summer splash nights this summer where the pool will be open later.

Community Development Director Lauren Meadors- Lauren shared that the codification committee has finished their meetings and moving on to the next step. She has also been trying to work on the CIP with the department heads on getting needs/wants.

A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to adjourn. Voice vote – 4 yea, 0 nay - carried
Adjourned at 9:26 pm.
		Respectfully submitted,
	



                                                                         Sarah Glass, Deputy City Clerk
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