	MINUTES
	BUHLER CITY COUNCIL
	March 31, 2026


CALL TO ORDER

Councilmember Chuck Taylor called the regular session of the City Council for the City of Buhler to order at 7:03 pm at the Buhler City Offices on Tuesday, March 31, 2026. Councilmembers present: Councilmember Mike Knopp, Candace Davidson, Chuck Taylor, Ryan Brady, and Councilmember Andrew Epp.
Mayor Ryan Wray arrived at 7:06 pm.

CITIZEN’S FORUM

Shelly Bartel-Shelly stated that as of today she is the new Chamber President, Vice President is Sheri Bryan, Treasurer Dwight Wedel and Secretary Andrea Fulmer, and at large Ashley Showalter. The Chamber is working on a rebranding and a logo. They want to work closely with the city so we can work as one.

Andrea Fulmer- Andrea presented the council with a flyer for the Harvest Hustle 5K Run/Walk with all the details of this event. She is looking to make this an annual event. They will be using the same 5K route as the one used for Ripples from the Well 5K and the Buhler Wellness 5K. With it being on August 15, 2026 it will still be hot she will have water points every .5 mile maned by volunteers and water and supplies will be purchased from Buhler Market. She will also have Medical available, medical tent as well as a possible satellite option. There will be a $30 fee and that will include a medal and T-Shirt (yet to be designed and funding, hoping some sponsors will cover), along with a swag bag featuring promotional merchandise. Andrea will cover the event insurance. Chief Banning expressed concern with the route going on Main Street as it will not be closed that day. Andrea said she will look into choosing a different road. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Epp to approve the Harvest Hustle 5K Run/Walk event on August 15, 2026 and an updated route. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Katelyn Vierthaler-Katelyn is asking permission for the Buhler’s Farmers Market to be hosted at Becker Park every Saturday starting May 9-October 17 from 8am-noon. She has had a lot of interest in people/vendors participating. She will make sure they are up to date on licensing and up to code. There will be a one-time $20 vendor fee for the vendors that plan on coming to every weekend. Those that want to choose only a few there will be a $10 fee each time. There will be a kid’s corner where kids can set up a booth and she will not charge them the vendor fee. The money will go towards marketing and Buhler fund. Mayor Ryan asked if she was going to cover insurance for the event. Katelyn stated yes, she will look into that. He also mentioned that later in the evening if approved there will be a guide to help with events in town that will help her. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to approve the Buhler Farmer’s Market to be held at Becker Park pending event insurance and all paperwork is completed with the city office. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Emily Gerhardt-Emily stated she is here again to complain about her neighbors and their dogs barking for hours. When she approached him about his dog she got threatened. Councilmember Mike Knopp asked if she made a police report after this happened? Emily stated she did not. She just is wanting to know that since there is nothing in our ordinances about excessive dog barking that we consider adding it to one while we are in the codification process.

Travis Gaul-Travis would like to be the Metal Recycling person this year for city wide clean up day. He would even offer pick up also so the citizens wouldn’t have to bring it to the site. James stated that cleanup day was never a city thing this is something the maintenance department does for the city. We have a close relationship with our current metal collector that it is not just this one thing he does for us he is also a vendor for us.


DETERMINE ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Additions were made to the agenda under Item 8, New Business, items (d) Sara Howard Certification.


PLANNED PRESENTATION
Christina Henson with Loyd Group-Christina presented the council with the 2025 Audit Report. She went over the results including the recommendations they suggest us making to help with next year’s audit. A motion was made by Councilmember Knopp, seconded by Councilmember Davidson to accept the audit report. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. Councilmember Brady had questions on how do we address these recommendations, we could create policies for us to follow. Sara is also going to contact the bank about possible CD’s, ladder type system, to help gain interest on our current funds in the bank, which is one of the suggestions from the auditors.
CONSENT MOTION

Council reviewed the Minutes of the February 24, 2026 of Regular Council Meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1180, Budget, Income and Water Reports, Resolution No. 2026-06-Wages PT-BL, Resolution No. 2026-07-Pool Wages, and Buhler Recreation Board 2028 Term-Aaron Napier. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Brady to approve the Minutes of the February 24, 2026 Regular Council meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1180, Budget, Income and Water Reports, Resolution No. 2026-06-PT-BL, Resolution No. 2026-07-Pool Wages, and Buhler Recreation Board 2028 Term-Aaron Napier. Voice vote 5 yeas, 0 nay – Carried

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Refuse Contract-Sara stated that we need to rescind the previous motion to accept the original Stutzman’s contract as no matter what contract we go choose it will be different from the original. A motion was made by Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Epp to rescind motion for the original Stutzman’s contract from the January 27, 2026 meeting. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. A discussion was had on the Nisly’s contract proposal and the new Stutzman’s contract proposal. While they both are at the same cost per cart the annual increase is lower with Stutzman’s so by the end of contract Stutzman’s will be the cheaper option. Mayor Ryan stated that it is the council’s decision though he feels the partnership we have developed with Stutzman’s over the last 30+ years and that we haven’t had any issues with them goes a long way. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the Stutzman’s contract. Voice Vote 4 yeas, 1 nay—Carried.

Refuse Rates-Sara stated that with this new contract it becomes effective as of March 1, 2026, we currently charge $12.75 for trash, that is $.25 above the current rate from Stutzman’s. The $.25 is a billing fee the city adds. Does council wish to keep with the $.25 above the rate or stay at $12.75 and lock in that price until we will need to raise it in the future. Discussions were had and it will stay for now until budget discussions to see where we need that rate to be set at.

NEW BUSINESS

SRF Loan Pre-Application-Wastewater-Mayor Ryan stated that the council is aware of the situation at the Sewer Plant and we are just needing approval to send in the pre-application loan. This allows us to if the time comes and we need to work on the Sewer Plant we will be able to apply for a loan to fund that. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to approve the SRF Loan Pre-Application. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. 

Housing Incentives-Mayor Ryan states housing is an issue in this town and we need more families so he met with a contractor to help finish developing on Prairie Park Lane. Ryan showed him the incentives that was happening with the development first started and the contractor ran with it and posted incentives without approval. Would the council like to contribute to the incentives to help develop the last 5 lots on Prairie Park Lane. Discussions on options the city could contribute ultimately deciding on short-term utility cost savings. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to approve the incentive of $50 off their utility bill for 12 months as well as the rest of the incentives proposed. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Special Event Permit-Sara presented a Special Event Policy and Permit. This is a policy to help stream line the special events that want to be hosted in town. Councilmember Brady requested that maybe we have the attorney look it over just to make sure we are covered. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the Special Event Policy and Permit pending the review of the attorney. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Sara Howard Certification-Mayor Ryan presented Sara with a Certificate of Recognition for earning her Certified Municipal Clerk. Ryan stated Sara is currently at $61,302 annually and he would like to see her at no less than $67,000 for receiving her CMC. Discussions were held on what is fair and what the city can budget for. A motion was made by Councilmember Epp, seconded by Councilmember Brady to approve Sara Howard’s annual salary be $68,000. Councilmember Davidson wanted to discuss is this the precedent we want to set for any further certifications. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

STAFF REPORTS
City Clerk Sara Howard- Sara stated that she met with the Senior Center at the beginning of the month and they had asked again about a handicap parking space with ramp to be put in front of the center. With adding this space main street will lose 3 parking spaces.  Council asked if maybe we could just move the current handicap space to either end of the block so they could use the ramps onto the sidewalk at the corners. Councilmember Brady ask if Sara could map it and look into all options and requirements before a final decision will be made. Sara stated the they also brought up the Street signs on Buhler Rd having lost all the reflectiveness. James is working on getting quotes on signs and replacing all in town. Water rights update is at GW2 and has requested 15-day extension. The water lines update, the engineer has answered question that KDHE has asked so now we are awaiting approval to move forward. Sam Neill called and is asking permission to place two bird feeders in Wheatland Park by the pond for her photography class. She will supply feed and take them down also. 
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass-Sarah informed council that she has ordered the next round of Veteran Banners (9) and she will pick them up this week. She has scheduled the Vaccination Clinic; it will be April 16th here at the city office in the garage from 5-7pm. Marta from MKCU will come again and set up a treats and toys table. City Wide Clean up has been scheduled for May 2. She informed council she attended the KRWA Conference March 24-26, sat through some classes and learned a lot also came back with questions for Sara and she was able to answer them. Overall felt it was a good learning and networking trip.

Chief Darrin Banning- Record of calls on record in office. Darrin informed council he is looking into upgrading some cameras in town and is waiting on estimates.

Captain Anthony Baldwin- Anthony announced that he has submitted his paperwork and has set a retirement date of May 1, 2026. After 32 years of serving his community, he feels it is time to move on to the next chapter. 

City Superintendent James Perry- James reported that Virginia brought to the staff meeting issues with the brick wall needing to be fixed before moving forward with the mural. James received two quotes one for $16,000 and a second for $35,000. He will go with the cheaper option and get that scheduled. 

Pool Manager Kasey Noggle-This year they are working on rebuilding a new round of lifeguards, 7 new ones to be exact. This means they all need certifications. Kasey feels like she should get her Instructor Certification so we can-do in-house lifeguard certifications and recertifications. She plans on working towards that.

Wellness Director Tegan Meadors-Tegan presented a purchase request for a basketball goal and volleyball next conversion. With the pool losing the high dive he and Kasey feel they need something to replace it. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to approve the purchase of the basketball goal and volleyball net conversion and to come out of the capital equipment fund. Voice Vote 5 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. Rec-they have kicked off the soccer league. They held a fundraiser and raised $15,000 and that will go towards replacing equipment.

A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to adjourn. Voice vote – 5 yea, 0 nay - carried
Adjourned at 9:30 pm.


	

	
	Respectfully submitted,
	



                                                                         Sarah Glass, Deputy City Clerk


PRESENT:			GUESTS:			
		   	 		    
City Clerk Sara Howard			Kevin Shull
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass			Kim Shull
City Superintendent James Perry			Andrea Fulmer
Chief Darrin Banning			Brendan, Hutchinson Tribune
Captain Anthony Baldwin			Brad Voth	
Officer John Brislin			Katelyn Vierthaler
Wellness Director Tegan Meadors			Emily Gerhardt
Community Development Director Lauren Meadors		Shelly Bartel
Pool Manager Kasey Noggle			Travis Gaul
			Kathy Gaul
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