	MINUTES
	BUHLER CITY COUNCIL
	February 24, 2026


CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of the City Council for the City of Buhler to order at 7:00 pm at the Buhler City Offices on Tuesday, February 24, 2026. Councilmembers present: Councilmember Mike Knopp, Candace Davidson, Chuck Taylor, and Ryan Brady. Councilmember Andrew Epp was absent.

DETERMINE ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Additions were made to the agenda under Item 5, Planned Presentations, items (a) Nisly Proposal Presentation and changing Library Year End Report to (b).

CITIZEN’S FORUM

Andrea Fulmer- Andrea came to council to let them know and will be back next month with packet and more information, but she is planning a couple of 5k’s toward the end of summer. Andrea is asking council and police if she should just avoid downtown all together and just keep to the outside of town. She plans for them to start at the elevators and go on dirt roads. Would be on a Saturday and likely start around 8 or 9am. 

PLANNED PRESENTATION

Nisly Proposal Presentation-Jordan Nisly and Merrill Yoder presented a quote for providing trash services to the City of Buhler. They acknowledged the City’s satisfaction with Stutzman’s and thanked the Council for the opportunity to present. Mr. Yoder highlighted several features of their service, including wind latches on dumpsters and the company’s investment in garbage truck tires designed to help protect city streets. They noted that they currently provide services to several surrounding communities and expressed confidence in their ability to deliver quality service while saving the city money.
Library Year End Report-Virginia presented the library’s end-of-year review. She reported that 45% of library cardholders reside out of town, while 55% live within the community. She noted that partnering with the Wellness Center and increasing joint programming efforts has helped boost traffic at the library. Due to ongoing funding needs, the library has focused on securing grants and seeking large donations over the past year. As a result, they were able to purchase new printers, install keypads on the side doors to eliminate the need for physical keys, and upgrade to LED lighting. Virginia also shared that a longtime donor, who recently sold property, made a generous contribution to the library. Those funds have been placed into an investment account. Additionally, the library has established a Friends of the Library organization and has obtained 501(c)(3) status.
CONSENT MOTION

Council reviewed the Minutes of the January 27, 2026 of Regular Council Meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1179, Budget, Income and Water Reports, Resolution No. 2026-03-Boundary, and Resolution No. 2026-04-GAAP Waiver. A motion was made by Councilmember Brady, seconded by Councilmember Davidson to approve the Minutes of the January 27, 2026 Regular Council meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1179, Budget, Income and Water Reports, Resolution No. 2026-03-Boundary, and Resolution No. 2026-04-GAAP Waiver. Voice vote 4 yeas, 0 nay – Carried

STAFF REPORTS
City Clerk Sara Howard- Sara reported that the Buhler Bucks account will need to be closed or have funds added to remain active. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to close the Buhler Bucks Account. Voice vote 4 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. Auditors will be on-site March 3rd and 4th. Sara will be out of the office March 11–13 to attend the Spring Conference. The water rights matter remains with KDHE, and Sara has completed and returned additional required paperwork for review. The Dutch Avenue project is ready to proceed pending KDHE approval and will then transition into the Harvest Hills line project. The Codification Committee has been formed but has not yet met, and Planning and Zoning recently met but did not reach discussion of the codes. The transition to the new accounting software is nearing completion. Ron Vincent, County Commissioner, contacted the city to request its opinion on the proposed battery plant; although it is not located within the City’s zoning district, he welcomed comments via email.
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass-Sarah informed council that the email billing option is ready to go and the first round of email statements will be sent out on Feb. 27, 2026. So far, we have around 20 accounts switched over. 

Chief Darrin Banning- Record of calls on record in office. Darrin informed council the police department is participating in STEP 2-week enforcement ending March 6 focusing on teenage drivers and passengers. Councilmember Taylor inquired about the digital speed limit sign and if it seems to be helping with traffic going slower. Darrin believes there has been a difference.

City Superintendent James Perry- James reported that Ryan, Sara and himself met with Miller & Associates to go over the sewer plant and future plans. 

Mayor Ryan Wray informed council about the meeting for the community hosted by Buhler Chamber. It was held at the 1888 room and had about 62 people attended. Lots of great information and information collected. Next step is to put together smaller groups and then hold a final get together. Shelly Bartel provided dates for those, they will be held at the 1888 room from 6-8pm
March 16th-Events, April 14th-Schools, April 27th-Businesses, and April 28th.

A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to adjourn. Voice vote – 4 yea, 0 nay - carried
Adjourned at 7:42 pm.


	

	
	Respectfully submitted,
	



                                                                         Sarah Glass, Deputy City Clerk
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City Clerk Sara Howard			Merrill Yoder
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass			Jordan Nisly
City Superintendent James Perry			Andrea Fulmer
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