	MINUTES
	BUHLER CITY COUNCIL
	January 27, 2026


CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Ryan Wray called the regular session of the City Council for the City of Buhler to order at 7:00 pm at the Buhler City Offices on Tuesday, January 27, 2026. Councilmembers present: Councilmember Mike Knopp, Candace Davidson, and Chuck Taylor. Councilmember Ryan Brady and Andrew Epp were absent.

OATH OF OFFICE

City Clerk Sara Howard administered Councilmember Mike Knopp’s Oath of Office.

DETERMINE ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

Additions were made to the agenda under Item 5, Planned Presentations, items (a) James Perry-Sewer and (b)Lauren Meadors-Love Where You Live.

CITIZENS FORUM

Emily Gerhardt-Emily addressed the council regarding ongoing dog complaints, noting repeated issues with dogs barking and being in the yard with and underground fence when owners are not home. She is aware that the city is working on codifying their codes and ordinances and feels the section on dogs is very vague and is asking some consideration to changing the codes and ordinances.

PLANNED PRESENTATION

James Perry WWTP-James provided an update on wastewater treatment plant operations. He reviewed the WWTP report and discussed a rotor that needs replacement. Staff may try a blower mixer to determine if it will help with phosphorus removal. If unsuccessful, additional chemicals may need to be added for phosphorus removal. All changes will require KDHE approval and funding. Further discussion will take place with Ryan, James, and Sara.

Lauren Meadors-Love Where You Live-Lauren presented highlights from the 2025 Love Where You Live report. Economic perceptions showed an overall drop. Buhler rated high in confidence, and leadership showed an increase. The highest priority identified was attracting business and improving infrastructure. Residents expressed a desire to see progress and results. The number of survey responses increased, as did interest in volunteering.

CONSENT MOTION

Council reviewed the Minutes of the November 25, 2025 and the Minutes of the December 30, 2025 Regular Council meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1177, Appropriation Ordinance #1178, Budget, Income and Water Reports, Resolution No. 2026-01-Wages FT/PT-2026, Resolution No. 2026-02-Wages FT-PS-JB, and Appointment Planning and Zoning-Term 2026-Amber Juhnke.  A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the Minutes of the November 25, 2025 and the Minutes of the December 30, 2025 Regular Council meetings, Appropriations Ordinance #1177, Appropriation Ordinance #1178, Budget, Income and Water Reports, Resolution No. 2026-01-Wages FT/PT-2026, Resolution No. 2026-02-Wages FT-PS-JB, and Appointment Planning and Zoning-Term 2026-Amber Juhnke. Voice vote 3 yeas, 0 nay – Carried

NEW BUSINESS

Election: City Council President- A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson to nominate Councilmember Taylor as City Council President and seconded by Councilmember Knopp, Councilmember Taylor accepted. Voice vote 2 yeas, 0 nays—Councilmember Taylor abstained. Carried. 

Stutzman Refuse Contract-Herschel and Delwyn presented options to extend the refuse agreement. Options included a 7-year or 10-year contract. The 7-year option would keep the same rate for two additional years, followed by a 4% increase. The 10-year option would keep the same rate for three additional years, followed by a 4% increase. Additional changes included increasing roll-offs from three to four and adding a shred day. A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Taylor to approve the contract and proceed with the 10-year option. Voice vote 3 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.


STAFF REPORTS
City Clerk Sara Howard- Sara reported that W-2 forms have been completed and distributed. Work is ongoing with the new auditors on the 2025 audit, and noted the auditors plan to attend a future council meeting during budget discussions to assist with budget review and long-term planning decisions. Sara requested council approval to add Ryan Wray and remove Jake Schmidt to the city’s bank accounts. A motion was made Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Davidson to add Mayor Ryan Wray and remove Jake Schmidt to the city’s bank accounts. Voice vote 3 yeas, 0 nays—Carried. Council was informed that the draft codification has been received, and Sara would like to form a review subcommittee consisting of two Planning and Zoning members, Lauren, Sara, Sarah, Ryan and two councilmembers to review suggested changes and bring recommendations back to council, which would streamline the review process. Council agrees and Councilmember Knopp would like to be a part of the subcommittee. Sara also discussed transitioning to electronic council packets due to increasing packet size and paper waste. iPads would remain at the office and could be utilized by staff and committees when not in use for council meetings. An update was provided on the water rights process, noting the paperwork is currently with Leslie at KDHE, who has requested additional information from the landowner before proceeding.
Deputy City Clerk Sarah Glass-Sarah brought up the eBilling quote that was provided in the packet. This is a module that would be added to our Utility Software contract. This would allow Sarah to electronically bill customers via email if they choose to do so. This will also save on postage and time for sorting. A motion was made by Councilmember Taylor, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to move forward with the eBilling quote from Jayhawk. Voice vote 3 yeas, 0 nays—Carried.

Chief Darrin Banning- Record of calls on record in office. Darrin introduced Officer John Brislin to council. John is our new police officer. 

City Superintendent James Perry- James reported that water well samples have been taken and results are pending. He noted that new water sampling requirements will require quarterly testing for  p. phos levels in well water. The annual wastewater treatment plant maintenance report and inspection were completed in December, and the inspection went well. James also informed council that the city had the opportunity to purchase a dump truck from a private individual and needed to make a prompt decision due to the favorable purchase terms. Mayor approval was given before purchase was made.

Wellness Director Tegan Meadors- Tegan reported he is nearing completion of the annual report, which is typically presented in February; however, due to scheduling conflicts, the report will likely be presented in March. Recreation staff noted the youth basketball league is currently underway and registration for youth spring soccer is open. Pool operations were discussed, with Kasey beginning early staffing efforts to allow sufficient time to recruit and train lifeguards. A preview of the Wellness Center annual report was provided, noting positive trends, with membership ending 2025 at 687 members and approximately $95,000 in revenue. 

Community Development Director Lauren Meadors- Lauren reported continued work on the housing standards review, including hosting open forums and meeting with community members and landlords. Key concerns identified included the availability of land for development, issues related to blight, understanding city codes and how they are applied, and potential impacts on population. The next step will be to present the information to the Planning and Zoning Commission. Lauren also reported she is working on grant applications for trail projects and is coordinating with the Police Department on additional grant opportunities.

A motion was made by Councilmember Davidson, seconded by Councilmember Knopp to adjourn. Voice vote – 3 yea, 0 nay - carried
Adjourned at 8:00 pm.


	

	Respectfully submitted,
	



                                                                         Sarah Glass, Deputy City Clerk
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