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VILLAGE OF BIRON REGULAR BOARD MEETING
MINUTES – May 12th, 2025

The May 12th, 2025 Regular Village Board meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by President Jon Evenson at the Biron Municipal Center.  The meeting was properly posted according to the Wisconsin State Statutes.

PRESENT:  Jon Evenson, Mark Honkomp, Mike Guillemot, Jamie Biegel, Patty Gapen, Dan Muleski, Tammy Steward, Samantha Daugherty, Kayla Lumaye, Shawn Dillingham 

MINUTES: Motion Honkomp, Second Biegel to approve minutes of the April 14th Regular Board Meeting as printed. Motion carried. Motion Honkomp seconded Gapen to approve the April 21st Annual Meeting minutes as printed. Motion carried. Motion Evenson, Second Steward to approve the April 30th Board of Review minutes as printed. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk40178637]PUBLIC COMMENT: none

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairperson Gapen reporting. The committee met on May 7th, 2025.  The committee reviewed all bills paid from Village General Checking on checks 26459-26525 and Utility Checking on checks 5304-5317.  The Committee reviewed all account transfers, timecards, journal entries and receipts for all checking, savings, and non-lapsing accounts.  Motion Muleski, Second Biegel to approve all bills, non-lapsing accounts, and journal entries for the Village and utility departments.  Motion carried.  KerberRose auditors presented the 2024 Annual Finance Summary to board. Motion Muleski Second Guillemot to approve Finance Committee report. Motion carried.  

CLERK/TREASURER REPORT: Clerk/Treasurer Samantha Daugherty reporting. Totals reported to the Finance Committee: Receipts for April $104,592.22: Expenses for April $443,877.17 and one account transfer from 8488 Savings to village checking for $330,000. General checking bills were paid on checks 26459-26525 with twenty-one online payments to IRS, Empower, WRS, WWL&C, Kwik Trip, NPESB, WI DOR, Elan Financial, WM, Bauernfeind, Axley Brynelson, We Energies, Gannett, Thryv, Central States Funds, AirGas USA LLC. End of month balances; Village Non-Lapsing: $1,080,774.68; Utilities Checking: $23,668.61; Water Money Market: $680,991.93; Village Passbook: $637,603.85; Village Checking $40,586.41; Utility bills were paid on checks 5304-5317 with one online payment to Elan Financial.  Clerk/Treasurer Daugherty presented summary of bank loan proposals that were received for funding of Bridgewater projects “B” & “C” & Waterview Drive extension projects.  Motion Evenson Second Guillemot to move forward with a loan from Portage County State Bank. Motion carried. Clerk/Treasurer Daugherty also presented 2024 dividend we will receive from our insurance company and mentioned starting to plan the 2025 Cranberry Breakfast using the budgeted funds. Motion Guillemot, second Gapen to approve the Treasurer’s report. Motion carried. 

BIRON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT: Chief Dillingham reporting. The department had 10 calls for April: 6 Medicall, 1 Building Fire, 1 Wildland Fire, 1 Project Lifesaver call.  This month’s training was Drafting and Water movement with Brush and Engines. Current Schools and Education; FF Helton-EMR Class and HazMat Operations Class. FF Pidgeon and K Pask and Lt Adamski started Fire Office 1 and will have to complete Firefighter 2 to meet Fire Officer qualifications.  Chief Dillingham – Community Risk Reduction.  The department received the AED and cabinet and is installed in the hall.  The department has received the CPR manikins and will begin offering classes in the next few months.  More information to come on when those will be held. Motion Evenson, Second Muleski to approve Volunteer Fire Department report. Motion carried. 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT:   Chairperson Honkomp reporting.  The committee met on May 6th and May 7th and conducted performace reviews for the 3 full time office staff. All staff members are found to be proficent.  The committee recommends the Treasurer salary be changed from monthly ($600) to hourly ($3.46) and added to the clerk’s current hourly wage ($29.59/hr).  Motion Honkomp sencond Muleski to approve the $3.46 be added to the Clerk’s hourly wage for a new wage of $33.05 effective May 5th payroll. Motion carried. The committee also recommends an advancement of the PTO schedule from the handbook for the Utility Clerk and Public Works Director.  Motion Honkomp Second Guillemot to advance 10 PTO days for the Utility Clerk and 5 PTO days for the Public Works Director effective May 5th, Motion carried.  The committee also conducted 5 interviews for the open position of Public Works Crew member. Motion Muleski Second Guillemot to offer the position to Jordon Hamel with a start date of May 26th.  Jordon will receive holiday pay for Memorial Day and first day at work Tuesday May 27th. Motion carried.  Motion Muleski, Second Guillemot to approve the personnel committee report. Motion carried. 

LEGISLATIVE, ORDINANCE & ZONING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chairperson Muleski reporting. The committee met on April 9th. Still working on second quote for codification services.  Civic Plus provided an estimate of services between $12K-$15K.  Have to provide ordinances for more accurate quote. Clerk/Treasurer will continue work on this and committee will review when avaialble. Discussion took place regarding a request for a provisional liquor license application that was received.  Discussion took place about a building permit for an additional gazeebo in a residential district.  Due to not being a permanent structure Muelski didn’t think it would be in violation of ordinance. Public Hearing was held right before board meeting to adopt Ordinance 17.73 Short-Term Rental Establishments as well as amendments to Sec. 17.25.2(f), 17.26.4(d), 17.27.4(f), 17.28.4(f) that adds Short-Term Rental Establishments meeting the requirements of Section 17.73 of this Chapter as an approved conditional use. Roll Call Vote: Evenson Aye, Honkomp Aye, Guillemot Aye, Biegel Aye, Gapen Aye, Muleski Aye, Steward Aye. Motion carried. Motion Guillemot, Second Evenson to approve the Legislative, Ordinance and Zoning Committee report. Motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Steward reporting.  Discussion took place on garbage pick-up for residents along Huffman Road during construction. Superintended Lumaye spoke with Larry Koopman and the road will be done in segments and access will remain for residents so garbage pickup should be as usual.  The committee review responsibilities and only needs to have the landfill removed from the list of responsibilities.  The committee presented quotes for striping for Kahoun Road.  During discussion, Evenson asked about striping South Biron Drive as well. Motion Muleski Second Evenson to approve costs up to $4000 from NL Streets account for both roads with Adams County doing the work.  Motion carried. Discussion took place about lighting along pedestrian trail along CTH U.  Steward and Lumaye will meet with Econ to discuss lighting options possibly solar.  Superintendent Lumaye discussed a new cul-de-sac design in Bridgewater that will increase the size.  This will also increase the cost of paving.  Motion Muleski Second Gapen to approve Fahrner & Wood County revised quote for $874,592.70. Motion carried.  Lumaye presented a quote from WI Pump Works for $3236 for preventative maintenance at the lift station.  Motion Muleksi Second Honkomp to approve the quote.  Motion carried.  Lumaye presented Resolution 25-02 approving the submittal of the WI DNR NR 208 CMAR.  Motion Muleski Second Guillemot to approve Resolution 25-02.  Lumaye discussed flooding along S Biron Drive and how the crew was able to clear the blocked pipe and will do every year to prevent this from happening again. Motion carried. Motion Muleksi Second Biegel to approve the Public Works Committee Report Motion carried. 


PUBLIC PROPERTY, SAFETY & RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Guillemot reporting.  The committee is still working on dock installation and removal quotes. No action taken at this time.  The committee also discussed overseeing the Fire Department and having committee members attend monthly Fire Department meetings to familiarize themselves with the department.  Motion Honkomp, Second Steward to approve the Public Property Committee report. Motion carried.

WATER UTILITY COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Jamie Biegel reporting. Superintendent Lumaye stated the Water Tower work is nearing completion and is expecting the tower to go back online next week.   Motion Honkomp, Second Gapen to approve the Water Utility Committee report. Motion carried. 

WASTEWATER COMMISSION REPORT: Note: The Wastewater Treatment Plant is operated & staffed by the City of Wisconsin Rapids.  One member of the Village of Biron Board of Trustees is an acting member of the Commission.  Minutes from April 9th, 2025, meeting. Motion Evenson, Second Gapen to approve the Wastewater commission report. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:   No new business reported

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President Jon Evenson mentioned a few business park projects that are in the works but no detail to provide at this point. 

ADJOURN: Motion Evenson, Second Honkomp to adjourn at 8:17pm, Motion carried.



Respectfully Submitted,					Approved by Biron Board of Trustees

Date:   6-9-2025
Samantha Daugherty, Clerk					
								Signed:  ________________________				     	 					      Jon T. Evenson, President





