CITY OF BELLEVILLE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, January 9, 2023 - 7:30 pm

The regular meeting of the City Council was held via a hybrid of in-person and virtual access through ZOOM.

The regular meeting of the Belleville City Council was called to order by Mayor Conley at 7:30 p.m.
1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE
2.	ROLL CALL
	Council Member Bates		Present 
	Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Present
	Mayor Conley				Present


3.  	APPOINTMENTS, PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS
A. Presentations
· Swearing-In of New Council Members – Beebe and Fielder 
· Judge Lisa Martin of the 34th District Court was present to swear-in Jeremiah Beebe and Tom Fielder, as the two new members of the City Council. 

B. Council Follow Up List
· Ken Voigt
· Noted that the light post in front of Hayward’s had been struck by a vehicle again, and commended the Department of Public Services for their quick repair of the light. 
· Kelly Bates
· Inquired as to how many of the 17 trees scheduled for removal had been removed by the Department of Public Services.
· Mike Renaud
· Stated that it is difficult to follow along with the meeting when full copies of the Council packets aren’t provided. 

C. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items
· John Juriga
· Thanked the Belleville Independent newspaper for publishing a picture of the Belleville Area Museum, along with the amount of time that it has been closed. 
· Mike Renaud
· Asked what the City was doing to address non-operational vehicles parked in various spots within the City. 
· Sabirina Richardson-Williams
· Asked if Project Administrator Jones also being a member of the Chamber of Commerce is a conflict of interest. 
· Gerald Merritt
· Stated he found an inspection report saying there are no significant issues with the Denton Rd. bridge that require repair, and asked the Council Members to look in to this. 



· Hailey Brown
· Introduced herself as a field representative for Congressperson Debbie Dingell’s office, and let everyone know to reach out to their office should they need anything. 

4.  	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
MOTION:  	Motion by Voigt, supported by Bates to approve the agenda as presented.  

[bookmark: _Hlk113892198][bookmark: _Hlk71894233]ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.



5.  	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.  December 19, 2022, Regular Meeting of the City Council

MOTION:	Motion by Bates, supported by Voigt to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on Monday, December 19, 2022.


[bookmark: _Hlk124414581]ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.


6.	PUBLIC HEARINGS
· None.

7.	INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
· None. 

8.	GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
A. Special Event Application – Belleville Farmer’s Market

B. Special Event Application – Flop-E-Bunny

MOTION:	Motion by Bates, supported by Voigt to approve Special Event Applications for both the Belleville Farmer’s Market and Flop-E-Bunny events. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.

C. Reminder – Scarecrow Deposits and Veteran Banner Photos
· City Manager Robinson reminded everyone who made a deposit for a scarecrow frame, or dropped off photos for the Veteran banners, to please pick them up in the City Treasurer’s office. 
· Council Member Voigt added that the actual Veteran Banners have not been distributed yet. 

D. Resolution # 23-001 – Appointments/Re-Appointments to Boards/Commissions

MOTION:	Motion by Voigt, supported by Fielder to approve Resolution #23-001 authorizing the appointments of two new City Council Members and two new Planning Commission members. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.

E. Swearing-In of New Planning Commission Members – Kissel and Kowalski
· City Clerk Hootman administered the Oath of Office to Julie Kissel as the new member of the Planning Commission following the approval of Resolution # 23-001 by Council. New member Mark Kowalski was unable to present at the meeting and will therefore be sworn-in at a later date. 
· It was also noted that there is still one vacancy on the Planning Commission. 


9.  	ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES

[bookmark: _Hlk87255918]MOTION:	Motion by Bates, supported by Voigt to approve Resolution #23-002 authorizing Accounts Payable and Departmental Expenditures as presented.

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.


10.	CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
· City Manager Robinson welcomed the new Planning Commission Members, Julie Kissel and Mark Kowalski. 
· Stated that Project Administrator Jones has been a huge help in cleaning up/streamlining with the Planning Commission. He continued that he is excited for Jones to review the current Zoning Ordinance as well as tackle other projects. 
· Informed everyone that former Police Reserve Sergeant Jim Piper passed away unexpectedly. Robinson went on to say that Piper was a member of the Masons, and was always providing volunteer services to the City. 
· Reminded everyone that the Planning Commission will have a meeting this Thursday, January 12th, and the DDA will have a meeting next Wednesday, January 18th.   


11. 	CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS


· Council Member Bates
· Congratulated the two new City Council Members, as well as the two new Planning Commission Members. 
· Stated that she loves seeing young people in attendance at the meetings. 
· Was happy to see Ms. Brown from Congressperson Debbie Dingell’s office at the meeting. 
· Asked if DPW could place cones at the intersection of Belleville Rd. and Quirk Rd. to mitigate drivers in the right lane cutting off drivers in the left lane on Belleville Rd. heading South towards Denton Rd.  
· Council Member Beebe
· Stated that he appreciates the opportunity to be a member of City Council. 
· Stated that he and his wife, Wendy, have been residents of Belleville for approximately 20 years, and they have seen a lot of progress in the City during that time. 
· Council Member Fielder
· Stated he is glad to be back as a City Council Member. 
· Stated he is looking forward to the Planning Commission and their meetings getting back on track. 
· Noted that the Parks and Recreation Board has not been active for a while, and continued that he would like to see more young people on the Board. 
· Apologized for his absence at the December 19th City Council Meeting in which he was appointed to the Council.
· Informed everyone that Michigan is the only state in the U.S. that has not received funding towards drug prevention treatment programs. 
· Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt
· Thanked everyone in attendance at the meeting, and noted that it was a large audience.  
· Congratulated the two new City Council Members and the two new Planning Commission Members. 


12. 	MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
· Thanked the new City Council and Planning Commission Members for their willingness to serve.
· Thanked Judge Martin for swearing-in the two new City Council Members.
· Thanked the young people in attendance at the meeting. 
· Noted that the DDA has discussed establishing partnerships with other committees and organizations within the City to streamline their processes.
· Stated that she will speak to someone from Wayne County at the Conference of Western Wayne Meeting in regards to the repairs of the Denton Rd. bridge. 

13. 	CITIZENS COMMENTS 
· Alan Folks
· Appreciates the members of City Council, as well as the turnout of audience members. 


14. 	ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
· None

15.	ADJOURNMENT 
	
MOTION:	Motion by Bates, supported by Fielder to adjourn at 8:42 p.m.
No objections were noted.

	Motion Carried.
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